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Wayne Holds Two Ribbon Cuttings
The Wayne Ambassadors
were proud to recognize
two new developments in
Wayne with Ribbon Cutting
ceremonies last month.
On Saturday, September
21, Benscoter Development
hosted a Dedication for Angel
Acres, a 26-lot development
east of Providence Road.
Angel Acres holds $25,000
to $40,000 lots and contains
three streets: Memory Lane,
Gail’s Way, and Angel Avenue.
For more information
on Angel Acres lots, contact
Midwest Land Company.
The Wayne Bark Park also
opened its gates with a Ribbon
Cutting and Grand Opening
on Sunday, September 22.
Refreshments
for
both
dogs and dog lovers were
provided. The Wayne Bark
Park, a successful project
stemming from Leadership
Wayne, contains a small dog
side and a large dog side.
The Bark Park Committee
will continue to fundraise for
future facility improvements.

Angel Acres of Benscoter Development held its
Ribbon Cutting on September 21 to dedicate
“Memory Lane” and show building opportunities.

The Wayne Bark Park held its Ribbon Cutting and
Grand Opening on September 22 and welcomed
both people and dogs to the new facility.

www.wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
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www.wayneworks.org

Wayne Works Exchange

Page 2

CYN Dueling Networking Experience October 18 & 19
Connecting
Young
Nebraskans
(CYN)
–
Northeast Region is hosting
an “experience” in Wayne for
people to network with others
from Northeast Nebraska on
October 18 and 19.
For the past three years,
CYN has held a statewide
summit attended by 125
to 150 each year. This year,
the leadership of the group
decided to hold regional
events. The Northeast Region
chose Wayne as the location
for its “Dueling” Networking
Experience.
The event will begin on
Friday, Oct. 18 at 6:30 p.m. at
Miss Molly’s Coffee Company
on Main Street with dinner
and networking. The main

entertainment
for
the
experience will be 176 Keys
Fun Pianos (dueling pianos)
at 8:30 p.m. at the Wayne
City Auditorium. They will
entertain
until 11:30
p.m.
or
midnight.
Saturday
morning at
9:00
a.m.
at
Tacos
and
More,
there
will
be another
net work ing
opportunity
for everyone to get to
know each other better and
determine if this format
(CYN Regional events) is

something that should be
continued. Breakfast will be
provided.
To register for this Dueling
Networking Experience, go
to
http://
ruralfutures.
nebraska.
e d u /
event-662.
php.
The cost
for all three
opportunities
is $25 and
includes VIP
seating for
the dueling
pianos event.
If you are interested in
only the dueling pianos event
on Friday, Oct. 18, advanced

tickets are on sale for $10 at
the Wayne Area Economic
Development Office.
The admission fee for
Dueling Pianos will be $15
at the door, without advance
tickets. Seating is limited, so
be sure to purchase tickets
in advance. For those who
purchase the networking
package, admission into
Dueling Pianos is included.
For more information
about “176 Keys Fun Pianos”
and their entertainment,
visit their website at http://
duelingpiano.com/.
If you have any questions
about the “experience” please
contact Wes at wblecke@
wayneworks.org or (402)
375-2240.

Join in on the “4th Quarter Kickoff ” on October 18
In conjunction with the
CYN Dueling Networking
Experience,
Wayne
businesses are encouraged
to participate in the “4th
Quarter Kickoff.”
The “4th Quarter Kickoff ”
features an evening of
shopping in downtown
Wayne on Friday, October 18
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

“Strength lies in
differences, not in
similarities.”
~Stephen R.
Covey

Businesses are encouraged to
keep their doors open during
this time to help showcase
our downtown and shopping
opportunities for visitors
and community members
in town for 176 Keys Fun
Pianos event and the Dueling
Networking Experience.
Businesses may choose
to display merchandise that

caters to the holiday and
gifting season, allowing
customers to be the first
to see the great shopping
selection downtown Wayne
has to offer.
Be sure to join the “4th
Quarter Kickoff ” group on
Facebook to stay posted to
updates on the event.
For
questions
about

the “4th Quarter Kickoff,”
contact Lukas Rix or Mark
Kanitz at Rustic Treasures at
(605) 520-7157.
You may also contact
Wayne Area Economic
Development at (402) 3752240 about the “4th Quarter
Kickoff ” or any part of the
CYN Dueling Networking
Experience.

Congratulations to the
Wayne Bark Park on its
Grand Opening! Great
work Leadership Wayne
and Wayne Bark Park
Committee!

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner
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Up and Down Main Street
Two of our Main Street
business people celebrated
special anniversaries in the
month of September.
The
Diamond
King
celebrated
his
35th
anniversary as a Main Street
business. Nobody can create a
print or broadcast ad like the
King. His ads are clever and
induce action.
Kaki Ley also celebrated
an anniversary. She reached
her 10th year as a travel
consultant at the State
National Bank. Kaki was
a long time teacher in our
school district with a great
voice and singing ability who
after her teaching retirement
decided it was time to start
a second career. I am sure
glad she did. Ask any person
who has been with Kaki on
one of the many trips she has
planned and conducted over
the 10 years in this exciting
post retirement career.
I did not have the
opportunity to attend the
“Bark Park” dedication,
but I have heard so many
positive comments about the
dedication and how beautiful
and practical the “Bark Park”
itself is. A neat group of
people worked on this and
did a fabulous job raising
the money and putting the
park together. This is another
outstanding project for the
Wayne community.
In the last week of
September, two of our Main
Street businessmen conducted
“Facebook” training sessions.
Mark Kanitz and Lukas Rix ,

owners of Rustic Treasurers,
did a fabulous job working
with local businesses helping
them to better understand
and to make better use
of
“Facebook” in their
businesses. Thanks for your
help, guys.
There is a small group
of volunteers contacting
businesses that are located
in a distric that is listed on
the National Register of
Historic Places. WAED and
our Revitalize Wayne/Main
Street Committee is offering
these building owners an
opportunity to place a

Historic Plaque on their
building with WAED picking
up half the cost. This offer is
open to the first 10 business
in each year, so act now.
On Wednesday, September
25, Revitalize Wayne/Main
Street Wayne held its first
noon time lunch meeting. We
had a large crowd. A number
of problems and concerns
were expressed by those who
attended.
What I would like to see
now is that we address these
problems and concerns
and look for solutions. The
attitude of those attending
seemed to be very upbeat, and
hopefully we can continue to

By Tony Kochenash
make Main Street Wayne a
more attractive and better
place to live, work, and shop.
From my perspective, the
concerns most frequently
expressed were the need
for more retail businesses
downtown and improved
parking.
On Friday, September 27,
a group of store owners and
others got together to discuss
the Holiday Season and to
make plans for the Christmas
on Main events that include
the Parade of Lights and
Fantasy Forest. The group did
a fabulous job reworking the
events last year and are excited
about this Holiday Season.
Christmas on Main will take
place on the Thursday before
Thanksgiving, November 21.
Groups and organizations are
encouraged to make plans to
enter a decorated tree in the
Fantasy Forest and a lighted
entry in the Parade of Lights.
The Revitalize Wayne/
Main
Street
Wayne
committee will meet next
on the second Tuesday of
October, October 8th, at the
South Meeting Room in the
City Auditorium. If you are
interested in getting involved
in your community and have
ideas that will help us, join us
at that time.
If you have questions, you
can contact Matt Ley at the
State National Bank or call
or email myself at tonyk@
abbnebraska. com.
Have a great October
and be good to the Trick or
Treaters.
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Main Street
Mission
The National Trust
Main Street Center's
mission is to empower
people, organizations,
and communities
to achieve ongoing
downtown and
neighborhood district
revitalization based
upon the principles
of self-determination,
resource conservation,
and incremental
transformation
represented through
the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach.™
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Loren Kucera Receives Award
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Loren Kucera was recently
awarded the Small Business
Development
Center
Excellence and Innovation
Award for 2013 in the state of
Nebraska.
“I am pleased and honored
that I received the award,”
Loren said. “I’ve been doing
this for 19 years, and in
my previous career I was a
farmer, which is a business.
I went back to school and
small businesses have always
fascinated me.”
The criteria that Loren
exemplified included four
components.
First
was
surpassing
the
current
milestones of the center.
The second element was
building small businesses by
creating and implementing
innovative programs and
events. The third was by
actively participating with

the lead center in professional
development. Fourth was
being acknowledged by local
businesses and economic
development as an advocate
for advancing opportunities
for
entrepreneurial
development.
Loren also had six new
business startups in 2012.
His hard work in 2012
has provided 147 jobs in
Northeast Nebraska.
Small businesses help
the economy in a few
very important ways, like
providing jobs for owners
or employees as well as
providing vital services for
the community. Loren uses
the example of a grocery store
in a town of 700 people, being
a vital part in sustaining the
community. He has also seen
the work of small businesses in
bigger communities, expand
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and grow economically.
“Where it is appropriate, the
small businesses need to know
of the technology, specifically
social media. It’s important
for owners to use technology
within their business, it can
be a cost burden, but it can
help the bottom line,” he said.
With his years of service,
Loren has helped a total of
2,765 people gain or retain
employment, and has had
approved a total of 348
business loans with $157
million in loan money for
startup and existing small
businesses. The favorite part
of his job is also the most
rewarding.
“Following up with a
business I’ve either started
or expanded,” Loren said.
“Even though they may be
struggling, it’s fulfilling to see
the business owner grow.”

Business After Hours Chili & Salsa Cook-Off
The 2013 Business After
Hours Chili & Salsa CookOff will take place on Friday,
November 8 from 5:00 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m. at The Max (109
Main Street).
The Cook-Off is open to
the public at $5 per person,
or $3 with a student ID. There
will be chili and salsa tasting,
vegetable trays, cinnamon
rolls and a cash bar.
To register for the Chili
& Salsa Cook-Off, complete
the inserted registration form
and return it to the WAED
Office by November 1.
Only 20 entries are allowed

per category, so don’t wait to
Participants in the chili or
get signed up! Prizes will be salsa cook-off must provide
awarded to the top three chili and deliver 3 quarts of chili
and salsa entries. First and or 2 quarts of salsa in its own
slow cooker or serving dish to
The Max on Friday, November
8 between 3:30 p.m. and 4:00
p.m. Each contestant will
receive two complimentary
tickets to attend.
For more information,
contact the WAED Office
at 375-2240. Registration
forms may be dropped off or
second place will be awarded mailed to the office at 108 W.
by celebrity judges, and 3rd 3rd Street in Wayne, faxed to
place will be awarded by (402) 375-2246, or emailed to
People’s Choice.
info@wayneworks.org.

www.wayneworks.org
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Congratulations to Great Dane Trailers on the
building of their 100,000th trailer since 1986!

Leadership Wayne V Off to a Great Start
Leadership Wayne V held
its first session in September
at First Nebraska Bank.
The Leadership class has 19
students this year. This first
session included learning
about and working with
different personalities.
Leadership Wayne meets
the second Tuesday of each
month through May.

2013 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec*
Chair
Nancy Braden
Heidi Claussen
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Lukas Rix*

Broadband Initiative Releases Survey
The Nebraska Broadband
Initiative launched a new
survey designed to collect
information on the use of
broadband technology by
Nebraska businesses.
The Nebraska Broadband
Initiative, part of an effort
to bring broadband highspeed Internet access and
information technology to all
areas of the state, partnered
with Strategic Networks
Group to create the Business
Assessment Survey for the
Digital Economy.
The survey was released
September 3.
“The results will provide
very valuable information on
broadband usage by Nebraska
businesses,” said Jim Keeler,
business broadband manager
at the University of NebraskaLincoln. “The survey will
allow for comparison of
business’ broadband usage
and impacts from other states
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nationwide. That is why we
are encouraging businesses to
be a part of this very exciting
project.”
Questions ask business
owners how they are using
broadband
technology
currently, said Charlotte
Narjes, project planning lead.
“We are looking at how
important broadband is for
their businesses and what
type of education is needed
for them to utilize it further,”
Narjes said.
Narjes
predicts
that
Nebraska’s broadband usage
will be higher than that
national average in urban
areas and lower than the
national average in rural
areas.
The survey takes about
20 minutes to fill out and
all responses will be kept
confidential. Up to 500
businesses that fill out the
survey will receive a score card

with information based on
their results. These scorecards
will give suggestions for how
to better use broadbandbased applications such as
cloud computing, Keeler said.
Keeler
stressed
the
importance of getting as
many businesses to take the
survey as possible.
“The more participation,
the more accurate the
findings,” Keeler said.
Preliminary results from
this survey will be presented
at the third annual Broadband
Connecting
Nebraska
Conference, held in Kearney
on Oct. 16-17.
“It is a great opportunity
to learn more about how to
incorporate broadband into
your business,” Narjes said.
For more information, go
to broadband.nebraska.gov.
To take the survey,
visit
http://tinyurl.com/
BusinessAssessmentSurvey

Jennifer Sievers

2013 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley
Chair
Jason Barelman*
Nancy Braden
Jason Claussen
Chadd Frideres
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson*

www.wayneworks.org
www.wayneworks.org
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Learning about Facebook for Businesses
Many Wayne community
members and local businesses
owners participated in the
“Facebook for Businesses”
class held on Tuesday,
September 24.
The morning session was
held at Tacos & More, and
the evening session at Miss
Molly’s Coffee Company on
Main Street.
The class gave insight on
establishing a social media
presence for your business,
which has become more Businesses” was taught by who described basic Facebook
important as technology Lukas Rix and Mark Kanitz, principles and marketing
advances. “Facebook for owners of Rustic Treasures, techniques for businesses.

Ag Task Force Appreciation Seminar
The Agribusiness Task
Force is busy planning the 6th
Annual Agricultural Outlook
Seminar and Appreciation
Lunch on Friday, December
6. The event will be held at the
Wayne Fire Hall and lunch
catered by Vel’s Bakery.
Topics to be covered
during the morning sessions
will
include
Weather
Forecasting by Al Dutcher,
Business Transition Planning,

and Good Health and Safety
on the Farm.
In order for the local
producers to get the most
benefit from this event, we
need local businesses to help
reach them and extend an
invitation to attend. The event
is designed as a way to show
appreciation for an important
and necessary segment of
our local economy while
providing an educational

opportunity for the producers
and the business community.
Sponsoring businesses will
be provided complimentary
tickets to share with their
customers as a token of
appreciation. Door prizes
are also being solicited to be
given away that day.
Additional
information
and a sponsor commitment
can be found as an insert in
this newsletter.

Wayne County Republicans Fundraiser
The
Wayne
County
Republicans will be holding
a soup luncheon fundraiser
on Sunday, October 27 from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the
Winside Legion Hall.
The luncheon is a free will

donation, and everyone is
encouraged to attend.
For questions or more
information about the soup
luncheon fundraiser, contact
Bud Neel, County Chairman,
at (402) 369-1873.

www.wayneworks.org
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October 2013 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

1

• 8 a.m. Organization
Committee @ WAED
Office

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

2

3

4

• 10 a.m. Chamber
Coffee @ Diamond
Center/Flowers &
Wine

5

• Noon B&I Exec @
WAED Office

6

13

7

14

8

9

• 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Leadership Wayne @
City Hall

• Noon
Marketing
Committee @
Tacos & More

15

16

22

23

• 8 a.m. Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

• 5:30 p.m.
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

20

21

• Noon Revitalize
Wayne @ Miss
Molly’s

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

31

1
• 10 a.m. Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
Auto Parts

2

• 7:30 a.m. WAED
Exec @ WAED
Office
• Noon B&I @
Tacos & More

• 7 a.m. WAED
Board @ SMR
• 3rd Thursday
Ladies Night Out
Specials

• 10 a.m. Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
County Extension in
the Courthouse

• 10 a.m. Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne Fire
Department
• CYN Networking
& 4th Qtr. Kickoff
• 8:30 p.m. 176 Keys
Dueling Pianos @
Auditorium

• 7:45 a.m. Ag Task • 10 a.m. Chamber
Force @ Tacos &
Coffee @ Wayne
More
Head Start

• CYN Dueling
Networking
Experience

• Noon
Ambassadors at
Pizza Hut

27

28

29

30

November

www.wayneworks.org
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108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org
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Connecting Young Nebraskans-Northeast Region

Dueling Networking
Experience
Friday, Oct. 18 and Saturday, Oct. 19
Wayne, Nebraska
Friday, October 18

6:30 pm - Dinner and Networking at Miss Molly’s Coffee
Company in Historic Downtown Wayne
8:30 pm - Dueling Pianos at the Wayne City Auditorium by

176 Keys Fun Pianos

Saturday, October 19

9:00 am - Breakfast and Networking at Tacos & More
$25 to register for the entire event

(includes all 3 networking opportunities, meals,
and VIP seating for 176 Keys Fun Pianos event)
Register for the Dueling Networking Experience at
http://ruralfutures.nebraska.edu/event-662.php

Cash in on the
Ring of Fire!

CHILI
&
SALSA
COOK-OFF

Business After Hours
Friday, November 8, 2013
5:00-6:30 p.m.
The Max-109 Main Street

Prizes awarded for best chili and salsa!
Open to the Public
Celebrity Judges and People’s Choice

$5.00 per person or $3.00 with Student ID
Chili and salsa tasting, vegetable
trays, and cinnamon rolls!
Cash Bar!

Cash in on the
Ring of Fire!

CHILI
&
SALSA
COOK-OFF

Business After Hours
Friday, November 8, 2013
5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
The Max-109 Main Street

Open to the public! Celebrity Judges and People’s Choice! Prizes: $50, $25, & $15
to Top 3 Chili & Salsa Entries! Each contestant receives two complimentary
tickets to attend. $5.00 per person or $3.00 with Student ID.
Chili & Salsa tasting, vegetable trays, & cinnamon rolls! Cash Bar!

Guidelines

We only allow 20 entries per
category for this event. Entries will
be accepted on a first come, first
serve basis. Participants must
provide and deliver 3 quarts of chili
or 2 quarts of salsa in its own slow
cooker or serving dish to The Max
on Friday, November 8 between
3:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Chili & Salsa Cook-Off Registration

Name: _____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________
Phone: _____________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
Category: (circle one or both) CHILI		
SALSA

Return registration form to Wayne Area Economic Development, 108 W. 3rd St. in Wayne, fax to (402) 375-2246,
or email to info@wayneworks.org by November 1, 2013!

