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Did You Know...

One of the Wayne Area
Economic
Development
(WAED) Board of Directors’
goals for this year is to better
promote the existing retail
in the community. While
it is always important to
have new retail business
relocate/expand to and
start up in the Wayne area,
existing retail has been
the established bedrock of
the community for years
and is the foundation for
generating more and more
sales tax revenue for our
local municipal government.
This is one reason why it
Staff
is so important for those
established businesses to do
Wes Blecke
well in our community (with
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org
the paramount reason for
Irene Fletcher
success to make money and
Assistant Director
to provide full and part time
ifletcher@wayneworks.org
jobs to many in and around
Jessi Hansen
the area).
Office Manager
The WAED Marketing
jehansen@wayneworks.org
Committee
recently
Abby Schademann
started a 6-week “Did
InternNE
aschademann@wayneworks.org you know…” campaign to
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By Wes Blecke

help bring awareness to
the existing retail we have
in the community while
highlighting some unique

component of this, we also
want the public to realize that
giving local, volunteering
local, and playing local are

i
d services
i
h
items
and
that
retailers have in Wayne. This
campaign includes local
print media, local radio and
social media.
This campaign is also
tagged with “Live Local”.
Living local is much more
than just shopping local.
While shopping is a huge

l
i
also
important
aspects off
what makes our community
thrive.
If you have other ideas
to help promote existing
retail, please let us know.
Wayne Area Economic
Development
encourages
you to Live Local this
Holiday Season!

www.wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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All Boards
Executive Director, Wes Blecke, addressed the Wayne Area
Economic Development (WAED)Board of Directors and
Committee volunteers at the recent All Boards Appreciation
lunch. As a small token of thanks for all the time and effort
contributed by the volunteers they were guests at a noon meal
catered by Vel’s Bakery. Each of the four core committee
chairs was then given an opportunity to share with the group
their successes of the past year and plans for future projects.
WAED could not possibly do all that it does without the
undending support from the many volunteers throughout the
Wayne Area business and civic communities. Members are
welcome to join any of the committees at any time of the year.

CYN Conference
Seven
people
from
Wayne
attended
the
2014 Connecting Young
Nebraskan’s (CYN) Summit
in Kearney this past month.
The theme of the summit
was “you. me. NE!”
Mark
Kanitz
said,
“Attending the CYN Summit
energized me to come back
to Wayne and be authentic.
We were inspired to tell
our local story to not only
better our organizations and
businesses, but to create a
sense of community that can
translate across the state of
Nebraska.”
Abby Schademann said,
“The CYN Summit was a

Peace on earth will
come to stay,
When we live
Christmas every
day.
Helen Steiner Rice

great opportunity to meet
other young Nebraskans
and connect with them. It
was a great opportunity to
see what others are doing
in their communities. I was
also excited to attend my
first professional conference
not associated with school.
It was a great learning
opportunity all around.”
Besides
providing
networking opportunities,
there were breakout sessions
during the day that included
a presentation by Kanitz Representing Wayne at the CYN Conference
and Lukas Rix on Modern included from left: Jen Claussen, Mark Kanitz,
Sara Marcellus, Lukas Rix, Jessi Hansen, Abby
Marketing.
Schademann, and Wes Blecke.

Save the Date:
Annual Banquet
January 25
Ring Around Wayne Bell
Choir Concert 7:30 pm
December 8 at the
National
Guard Armory

Award NominaƟons for
CiƟzen and Educator,
Small and Large
Business of the Year
must be submiƩed by
December 31, 2014

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org
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Up and Down Main Street
As of press time I find that
November is not over yet.
Thanksgiving, Black Friday,
and Small Business Saturday
are yet to come.
Many large scale retailers
will start Back Friday
on
Thanksgiving
Day.
Thankfully this is not the
case in Wayne. Thanks for
keeping Thanksgiving as a
family holiday.
Early in the month I
enjoyed the Chamber Coffee
at the Wayne Vets Club.
Duane Schroeder did a fine
job giving us a historical
perspective of how Veterans
Day came about. In keeping
with honoring our Veterans,
the Wayne Herald sponsored
a concert at WSC with
the Air Force Band from
Offutt Air Force Base. The
concert included both vocal
and instrumental music, a
different approach from
most military band concerts.
Thank you to the Wayne
Herald.
I did not get the
opportunity to attend the
annual WAED All Boards
Appreciation Lunch or
Chamber Coffee at Peterson
Physical Therapy because I
chose to take a warm climate
vacation. It was the right time
because our great weather
turned to winter and we even
got an early snowfall which
had many people wearing
frowns of wonderment.
Coming home was a shock.
An early winter, I hope not.
Our first and only meeting
of Revitalize Wayne/ Main

Street
Committee
this
month was focussed on the
December activities around
town.
The annual Holiday Stamp
Card promotion started on
November 24 and $700 in
Chamber Bucks will be given
away to shoppers who turn in
completed stamp cards. Each
card represents $100 of goods
and services purchased from
participating
businesses.
Drawings will take place
at Chamber Coffees on the
Fridays in December.
The committee is making
a concentrated effort to
improve and expand the
Christmas on Main activities.
Thursday,
December
4th is the magic day we
celebrate our Holiday Light
Spectacular with the official
lighting of the community
Christmas tree at 6 p.m.
Many downtown businesses
will have open houses
beginning at 5 p.m. offering
a variety of refreshments,
gifts, door prizes, and
bargains. The Fantasy Forest
will delight with a variety of
decorated Christmas trees
displayed in downtown
businesses and viewers will
have the opportunity to
win prizes by visiting with
those decorating the trees.
Festivities will include a live
Nativity Scene, nostalgic
candle light caroling from
a variety of caroling groups
and musicians. This year’s
celebration will also include
a “Coats for Kids” drop
off center at Copywrite

By Tony Kochenash
-- money and/or coats would
be appreciated.
The annual Christmas
parade begins at 6:30 p.m.
on Sixth Street and proceeds
south on Main Street to First
Street. The parade is open to
any one and you can join the
parade line-up right up until
the starting time. All entries
will be eligible for awards
which will be announced on
December 5.
Swans
Apparel
is
sponsoring the Residential
Holiday Lighting Contest
for any homes with Wayne
addresses. Entries must be
submitted by December 8
for consideration. Winners
will be announced and
prizes presented at the State
Nebraska Bank Chamber
Coffee on December 19.
On December 11th “Pet
Pictures with Santa” will
be taken by LMB Creative
Visuals at Miss Molly’s
Coffee House from 7 to 8
p.m. Cat and dog owners
are encouraged to bring their
pets in costume and use the
back door, please.
An “Ugly Holiday Sweater
Contest” will be held on
December 18 from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Max. Sponsors,
State Nebraska Bank and the
Max will be providing prizes.
Everyone is invited to join
the fun.
In closing I extend to
all of you best wishes for a
Holy and Happy Christmas
Season and a Happy, Healthy
and Successful New Year.
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2014 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Kari Wren
Vice Chair
Diane Vovos
Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jay Collier
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Mick Kemp*
Tony Kochenash
Marie Mohr
Mike Powicki
Kurt Schrant
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2014 Business &
Industry Committee
Corby Schweers
Chair
Kent Franzen
Chair-elect
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
Kevin Peterson
Past Chair
Jason Barelman
Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain
Adam Endicott
Curt Frye*
Lowell Johnson
Dick Kiedel
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Adam Severson
Sarah Surber
BJ Woehler
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Throwback Thursday: Sunday Edition
The
Special
Events
committee has set the stage
for the Annual Banquet to
be held on Sunday January
25 in the Frey Conference
Suite on the Wayne State
College campus. The theme
celebrates the history of
Wayne America with
a
new spin on sharing photos.
Throwback
Thursday:
Sunday Edition refers to
the facebook practice of
posting old photographs on
Thursdays. The committee
will be using some of the
photo archives found in the
Chamber office to set the
stage for a fun evening.
Ticket sales will begin in
January and close on January

16. In recent years, the
Annual Banquet has sold out
so members are encouraged
to purchase tickets early.
Tickets may be purchased
individually or groups may
purchase a table for reserved
seating. The evening will
begin with a social hour
followed by an entertaining
program and meal.
A silent auction will
again be held to raise funds
for a WSC scholarship that
is awarded annually. The
variety of silent auction items
in all price ranges contributes
to the success of the auction.
Businesses can drop their
contributions to the auction
at the WAED office or make

arrangements for them to be
picked up.
The
tradition
of
announcing
community
awards will continue when
the 2014 Citizen and
Educator of the Year are
named, as well as the Small
and Large Businesses of the
Year and the Most Valuable
Patron. Nomination forms
for these honors can be
found at wayneworks.org.
All nominations must be
received by the Wayne Area
Economic
Development
office no later than December
31, 2014 for consideration by
the selection committee.

Postcards from Home
Are you searching for
something to send to all
your family and friends to
show off where you live?
Look no further as a new
series of Wayne America
postcards are now available.
The marketing committee
decided to update the
postcards created in 2011 to
accurately represent a vibrant
and dynamic community.
The marketing committee’s
Laura Robinett designed
four different postcards
featuring activities and
places found around Wayne.
The project was supported
by funding for the Wayne
County Convention and
Visitors Bureau. Whether
you’re looking to show off

the iconic water tower, the Postcards are available at
WSC Willow Bowl, or the area business as well as the
community in general; these Chamber office for $1 each.
postcards will be enjoyed
by your family and friends.

Wayne Works Exchange
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Ag Outlook Seminar and Appreciation Lunch
Over 20 sponsors are
distributing complimentary
tickets to the 7th Annual
Ag Outlook Seminar and
Appreciation Lunch to be
held on Friday December 5
at the Wayne Fire Hall. The
seminar begins at 9 am and
features speakers addressing
current topics of interest
to the ag community. Tim
Lemmons, UNL Extension
Educator will share advice
on business transition as it
relates to farm operations.
Nebraska Farm Bureau
executive, Jordan Dux will
address Waters of the US and

how it relates to farmlands.
Trooper Eric Pfieffer from
the Nebraska State Patrol
Carrier Enforcement will
provide information on
transportation issues and
answer questions regarding
CDL requirements.
The weekly Chamber
Coffee will also be held in
conjuction with the seminar
beginning at 10:00 am.
Following the seminar, a
hearty lunch will be served.
Sponsors include: Bank
First, Beck Ag, Inc., F &
M Bank, Farmers State
Bank, First Nebraska Bank,

Grossenburg
Implement,
Helena Chemical Company,
John’s Welding and Tool LLC,
Kathol and Associate P.C.,
Midwest Land Company,
Nebraska Eggs, Northeast
Nebraska
Insurance,
Northeast Nebraska Public
Power,
State
National
Insurance, State Nebraska
Bank, The Seed Source Inc.,
Tom Hansen CPA, UNL
Extension-Wayne County,
Winside State Bank, Zach
Heating and Cooling, and
Wayne Community Schools.

will remain the same in
2015, noted that dues have
remained the same for the
past 10 years. What other
business expenses can you
say have not gone up in
price in the past decade but
increased in value?

women
farmers
and
entrepreneurs on January 17.
Nebraska women who
have a dream of starting a
value-added food business

Melissa Urbanec*
Chair
Nancy Braden
Laura Burtwistle
Jeaney Harris
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Sara Marcellus

Lukas Rix*
The committee continues
to look for additional benefits
to offer the membership.
If anyone has ideas you
would like the membership
committee to consider,
please let us know.

Jennifer Sievers

2014 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley
Chair
Jason Barelman*

Recipe to Reality
The Center for Rural
Affairs is a non-profit based
in Lyons, Nebraska. For over
40 years, the Center has been
a leading force engaging
people to build a better rural
future.
The Center for Rural
Affairs is working with the
Food Processing Center at
the University of Nebraska
Lincoln to host a Recipe to
Reality seminar for Nebraska

2014 Marketing
Committee

Heather Reinhardt

Annual Membership Drive
Wayne Area Economic
Development/Chamber/
Main Street membership
committee met Tuesday,
November 25 to kick off the
2015 Annual Membership
Drive.
Membership
levels
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Nancy Braden
are invited to a day of
learning and networking
with other inspiring women.
For more information
or to register please call:
Virginia Meyer at (402)
687-2103 ext. 1014 or email
virginiam@cfra.org
Registration deadline is
January 1. All attendees must
be pre-registered, walk-ins
cannot be accommodated.

Jason Claussen
Justin Davis
Josh Hopkins*
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson

www.wayneworks.org
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Attitude of Gratitude
Like many people, this
time of year makes me take
a step back from it all and
concentrate on all of the
things I am most grateful for.
At the top of my list are the
obvious, my wife and family
who are always standing with
me through all of the good
and bad. I certainly couldn’t
do it without you. I am
grateful for my employer and
co-workers who continue
their support for me no
matter how often I am pulled
away.
Serving as your mayor
adds an entire new list of
things to be grateful for.
First, I’d like to send a huge
thank you to everyone in the
community who volunteers
on a board or committee.
You all are truly the driving
force behind moving Wayne
forward. The best ideas
always come from groups of
people who are passionate
about their effort. Time and
time again our community
moves forward because these
ideas have become actions,
and the actions become
results. The pool is only
the most recent example. I
would also like to thank the
great employees that we have
working for the city. They are
so good at what they do that
it becomes easy to take them
for granted. Every time we
turn on the lights, flush the
toilet, or call for help, their

By Mayor Ken Chamberlain

work shines. I am extremely
grateful for the wonderful
business owners in Wayne.
You all provide excellent
services, products and jobs,
and have the ability to thrive
and attract business from
outside of the community; a
feat that is often too difficult
for small town business
owners. I am grateful for the
Wayne Public School system
and their willingness to work
with the city to make it safer
for our children. I am also
thankful for Wayne State and
the students of Wayne State.
The resources, events, jobs
and diversity that you add to
Wayne is a large part of what
makes us great.

Of course, just after an
election, I am grateful for
the people who came out
to support me in another
term as your mayor. I would
also like to take this time
to thank everyone who
was courageous enough to
put their name on a ballot.
I believe it is heathier for
any community to have
options in an election. Also,
congratulations to Jason
Karsky, and let me be the

first to welcome you to the
city council.
With Dr. Karsky coming
on as the newest member
to the council, it means that
Kaki Ley’s term is coming to
an end. Yes, it was her choice
to not file for re-election, but
part of me is saddened to
see her leave. I have learned
a lot from Kaki in our time
together on council, and
after the last election she
was the only one left with
more experience than me.
I’ve said many times that
Kaki was a great example
of what a council member
should be. There have been
several times she would state
her personal opinion, for or
against a topic, and in the
same breath explain that she
would be voting the other
way, because her constituents
had expressed that is what
they wanted. It is too easy
while making these decisions
for council members to
get caught up in their own
opinions. Kaki has always
served as the reminder that
we represent more than our
own opinion. We are in
fact representing the entire
community. We will all miss
the experience and history
that she has brought to our
council. I will miss Kaki and
wish her the best in the future.
and I am very grateful for the
opportunity to serve you all
with her over the years.

www.wayneworks.org
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December 2014 Calendar
SSunday
Su

Mondayy

Put out WSC Signs

1

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

2

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

3

• 8 am Organization@WAED

• 5:30 pm City
Council

4

5

• 5-8pm Holiday
Light Spectacular-Christmas on
Main
• 5-7pm Optimist
Soup Supper @Our
Savior Lutheran

• 10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by Ag
Task Force @ Fire
Hall

6

WSC Madrigal Dinners

7

8

9

•11am1:30pm
Rotary Potato
& Pie Lunch
and St. Mary’s
Bake Sale @
Auditorium

• 5:30pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR
•7:30pm Ring
Around Wayne
Bell Choir Concert@Armory

• 8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

14

15

16

• 9am-3pm Leadership Wayne VI City
Council Chambers

10
• Noon Marketing
@ Tacos & More

17

11

12

• 7 am WAED Exec
@ WAED Office

• 10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
Hilda Pearson/Pampered Chef @ 816
Logan St.

noon B&I@ the Max

• 6-8pm Pet Photos
with Santa @ Miss
Molly’s

18

13

19

20

• 7 am WAED Board • 10am Chamber
Coffee @ State Ne• Ladies Night Out
braska Bank
3rd Thursday Deals
• 7-9 pm Ugly
Sweater Contest @
the Max

• 5:30 pm City
Council

21

22

23

29

25 Officed Closed

30

31

27

26
No Chamber Coffee
• 9 am-3pm Blood
Drive @ Fire Hall

Office Closing @
2pm

• Newsletter
Articles Due

28

24

1 Office Closed

2

3

No Chamber Coffee
Office Closing @
3pm
• 4 pm CRA @
Council Chambers

January 2015

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Wayne Works Exchange
Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org
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The Most Ugly
Holiday Season
Sweater
December 18th 7-9 pm
The Max
Sponsored by
State Nebraska Bank
Prizes
Men & Women’s Sweaters
1st- $75 in Chamber Bucks
2nd- $50 in Chamber
Bucks
3rd-$25 in Chamber Bucks

Pet Pictures With Santa
Thursday, December 11

6:00-8:00 p.m. at Miss Molly’s
Photos taken by LMB Visual Creations
$10 per
photo

• $10 gets you one digital image, sent via e-mail
• You will be granted full rights to the image(s), allowing you to print
your photo(s) anytime or share online!
• Must be paid at time of photo shoot. Checks or cash is accepted.
• May take pet pictures together or separately at $10 per image rate

A drawing will be held for Miss Molly’s Gift Certificates!
Please use the BACK DOOR of Miss Molly’s when entering.
No appointments necessary.

Feel free to dress up your pets in holiday attire!
Cats and Dogs Only!
All pets must be up-to-date with shots.

You’re Invited
to attend a special event.

Please join us for hors d'oeuvres with wine

Wine Tasting Event
Rath, Walling & Associates
Location: Rath, Walling & Associates
212 Main Street
Wayne, NE

RSVP: None required

Date: Friday, December 12th, 2014
Time: 4:30 - 7:00 PM
Hosted by: Scott Rath, Craig Walling & Justin Davis
Financial Advisors
Rath, Walling & Associates
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise
Fianancial Services, Inc.
Presented By: Mr. Randy Pedersen - Flowers &
Wine

We look forward to seeing you there.
There is no cost or obligation.

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA
and SIPC. © 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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