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2014 in Review

I decided to look back at the
article I wrote for last January’s
newsletter to see how some of
my comments and questions
hold true today. It was a yearin-review that was obviously
centered on the tornado
aftermath. Wayne should be
incredibly impressed at how
2014 was a great “bounce-back”
year, especially the investments
that were made again in the
Wayne Business Park. I made
a comment in last year’s review
that I was “very anxious to
see the positive changes this
community makes throughout
2014.” Positive changes they
were!
Besides the rebuild in the
Wayne Business Park, the
Wes Blecke
community has seen many
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org other positive changes take
Irene Fletcher
place. Now an anchor in
Assistant Director
Downtown Wayne, Rustic
ifletcher@wayneworks.org Treasures doubled its retail
Jessi Hansen
space across the street from its
Office Manager
previous location.
jehansen@wayneworks.org
Preferred
retail
Abby Schademann
locations
trend
from
InternNE
Downtown to the Highway
aschademann@wayneworks.org
commercial districts and
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back and forth
over time. From
the people we
talk to regularly
about new, small
business startups,
D ow nt ow n
Wayne is currently
the destination of
choice for many.
I truly believe
the
current
atmosphere
in
Downtown Wayne is helping
to create this buzz!
Marketing of amenities to
the community took a step
forward in 2014. The new
Welcome to Wayne signs
are great additions to the
entrances to town (we are still
working on placement of the
north/south signs and lighting
and landscaping is still being
finalized). The passing of an
additional half cent sales tax
for funding a new municipal
pool by the voters is another
great step in adding to the
many amenities we already
have. 		
Marketing
and additional amenities

www.wayneworks.org

By Wes Blecke

helps make current residents
proud to call Wayne home as
a growing community, and it
assists with bringing others
into the community whether
that be temporary as visitors
or as future residents. I hope
you are as proud as I am to call
Wayne AMERICA home every
day! The current generation of
new workers are picking a place
to live well before they choose
a place to work; therefore, we
have to do what we can to help
people choose Wayne first.
Wayne Works!
From
Wayne
Area
Economic Development to
ALL, have a very happy, safe
and prosperous New Year.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Holiday Promotions
The Revitalize Wayne Promotions
committee
was responsible for a
number of holiday events held in
December.
Winners of the Holiday Residential
Lighting Contest were Leo and Nancy
Ahman, 314 W 1st Street and Tim
and Gina Reinke, 1003 Poplar Street.
Each received Chamber Bucks for
their efforts.
In the first ever Most Ugly Holiday
Season Sweater contest
held on
December 18 at the Max, winners
were chosen by judges Jen Claussen
and Kessy Hanson. Prize money was
provided by State Nebraska Bank to
winners:
Men’s 1st Place $75 -Hayden
LeLano
2nd Place $50 -Chad Maas
3rd Place $25 - Mike Powicki
Women’s 1st Place $75-Melissa

Derechailo
2nd Place $50 -Kelsey
DeLano
3rd Place $25 -Courtney
Maas
Over 40 entries, the most
in recent years, made their
way south on Main Street
December 4 for the Annual
Parade of Lights. Two $50
prizes were given to the 12th
and 25 registered entries:
Wayne Girl Scouts c/o Judy
Kruger, and Wayne Rotary. Dennis Lipp’s grandchildren (who
Winners of $25 Chamber were in attendance for their
grandfather’s retirement party)
Bucks were drawn at random
draw the winning stamp cards as
from all registered entries.
the audience looks on.
The annual Holiday
Stamp Card promotion started
bucks. Each stamp represented $100
on November 24 and $700 in Chamber of goods and services purchased from
Bucks were given away. Louise Green participating businesses. Congrats to
and Kiley Koch were the winners of the all of our winners!
two $250 in chamber
Winners in the Ugly Holiday Sweater contest
were 2nd Place Men’s - Chad Maas, 3rd
Place Women - Courtney Maas, 1st - Melissa
Derechailo, 2nd - Kelsey DeLano, 1st Place
Men- Hayden DeLano. 3rd - Mike Powicki
(not pictured)
Judges: Jen Claussen and Kessy Hanson

“Your success and
happiness lies in
you. Resolve to keep
happy, and your joy
and you shall form
an invincible host
against difficulties.”
Helen Keller

Welcome to Wayne!
F&M Bank is pleased to
welcome Matt Jones to
their team! Welcome Matt!

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner
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Up and Down Main Street
In the 25 years that I made
Wayne my home, I think this
December was one of the
most interesting for me to live
through and observe. First of
all I would like to take my hat
off to our local newspaper
and radio station. I have
never seen so much effort by
local media to promote the
businesses in town and to
urge local citizens to shop at
home.
I took some time this
week to review a number of
research studies I have done
by myself and with former
students on out of town
shopping and shopping at
home. The top two reasons
shoppers head to the cities
and malls is because of their
perception that they will be
getting more selection and
better prices. Some of this
is true but no one seems to
sit down and think through
the costs of making those
trips. I know the cost of gas
this year is much less, but
there are intangibles that we
often tend to spend on that
we might not spend if we
shop in our home town. So
who is the winner? It’s not
your home town who could
really capitalize on the extra
sales tax money that could be
collected to pay for things our
city might need(i.e. one being
a new modern swimming
pool for our families and
other recreational and sport
facilities that would be a real
bonus of Wayne).
I enjoyed the efforts of
the various Revitalize Wayne

volunteers to add to our
Christmas Holiday Spirit.
Christmas on Main~Holiday
Light
Spectacular
was
fabulous and Main Street
was tastefully decorated. A
Living Nativity was set up

that was special with its
black sheep. There was good
participation in the Fantasy
Forest and Parade of Lights
and Santa was available to
have his picture taken with
our youngsters. Thanks to all
of you that helped make this
night so special. This is what
small towns in Nebraska can
do when we put our heads
together.
I took advantage of my
assignment to work to
improve the parade by also
adding two new promotions-Pet Pictures with Santa and
the Ugly Sweater contest.
The Home Lighting Contest
found two winners that were
selected from the Southwest
and Northeast quadrants of
town.
One of the other things
that we can improve on is a
uniform store hour schedule.
I get a number of complaints
from people that they come
into town to visit a certain
store and they find it closed
while other stores may be
open. When I first came to

By Tony Kochenash
Wayne in 1989 I never found
that, but somewhere along
the way we got away from
working together on store
opening hours. Lets make a
pledge to work together on
this.
Looking at what is
happening on Main Street
I get a little apprehensive.
The former Jacob’s Room
location is being remodeled
and I understand it will be
converted to a high impact
exercise emporium. Next
to this place, in the old
Mines Jewelry Store we have
someone coming into town
to start a Christmas Store.
Every time I see the ad in
the paper that Dollar Plus
is for sale I shutter because
the store just opened. I love
the fresh paint and decor of
the store. I would love to see
more retail business in our
downtown.
I think we have some
major areas to improve
Main Street. We need to
become more involved in
the development of various
businesses,
conducting
more research to insure
the successes of the new
businesses after they get
started so that they do not
fail or close in the immediate
future. With a strong college
in this community this help
should be available and used.
I hope and pray that all of
you had a wonderful holiday
season and an excellent
Christmas and I wish you
the best for a successful and
healthy new year.

Page 3

2015 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Kari Wren
Vice Chair
Diane Vovos
Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jay Collier
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Mick Kemp
Tony Kochenash
Marie Mohr
Mike Powicki*
Kurt Schrant
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org
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Government Affairs to start meeting for 2015
The
Government
Affairs Committee will
begin meeting for 2015 on
Tuesday, January 13 at 7:30
am at the Coffee Shoppe
in Downtown Wayne. This
committee helps guide
the WAED organization
in state and local policy
decisions that may affect
the business, education and

civic communities. We are
always looking for additional
committee members so feel
free to attend this meeting if
you have an interest in state
and local politics.
One of the first legislative
opportunities offered by
the Government Affairs
Committee in 2015 will be
taking part in the Nebraska

State Chamber Annual
Meeting and Banquet on
Thursday, February 5 in
Lincoln. If you would like to
take part in this event, please
contact Wes as soon as you
can. WAED will reserve 8
seats for the event.

do what we do without your
time, talents and financial
contributions. Please let the
office know what we can do
to make the most out of your
membership. We continue
to evaluate what members
use us for the most and try

to enhance those services.
However, we don’t know
what other services you want
or need from us unless you
ask. We want and value your
opinions. We look forward to
working with all of you again
in 2015 and beyond!

Invest in Wayne
The 2015 Membership
Investment drive is in full
swing. Thank you to those
member investors who have
helped support Wayne Area
Economic Development |
Chamber | Main Street over
the years. We truly could not

Auditions for Wayne Community Theatre
The Wayne Community
Theatre has announced
auditions for their next
production “Better Late”.
Auditions will be held
January 5th and 6th at the
Majestic Theatre at 7pm.
Here is the list of characters:
Lee Baer is a middle-aged

composer, with a tongue as
sharp as the mind that hones
it. Nora Baer is four years
older than lee, his dynamic
wife. Billy Cowan is 32 and
still a child of divorce. Julian
Cowan is 73 and is not one for
going gently into the night.
Come out and audition for

this comedy! No Experience
is necessary, you don’t have
to sing or dance or bring
anything prepared-just show
up! If you have questions
please contact Ron Lofgren
at 402-518-0249. Hope to see
you at auditions!

Welcome to Wayne

Bank First is pleased to
welcome two new Team
Members that are joining the
Wayne community. Tony
McCormick is the new loan
office and Shelby Bruscher is
the newest teller. Welcome
Troy and Shelby!

Troy McCormick

Shelby Bruscher

www.wayneworks.org
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Ag Outlook Seminar and Appreciation Lunch
and regulations
Featured speakers
that apply to
at the 7th Annual
transporting
Ag Outlook Seminar
farm equipment
and
Appreciation
and
product.
Lunch answered many
Nebrasdka State
pertinent
questions
Patrol
Carrier
from the audience
Enforcemnt’s role
of nearly 50
who
attended the event,
is to protect the
public safety of
compliments of local
all those using
business sponsors.
the roads .
Tim Lemmons, UNL
Nebraska
Extension
Educator
Farm
Bureau
shared research from
Trooper Eric Pfeiffer, Nebraska
Iowa Extension regarding State Patrol Carrier Enforcement, representative Jordan
discussed
how family farms are answers questions during the Dux
Annual Ag Outlook Seminar.
changes in the current
transitioning to the next
that plan to any potential
Farm Bill and how
generation.
Lemmons
noted that the research heirs. He pointed out the Waters of the USA legislation
shows that while many problems that could result may impact urban and rural
farmers indicated they have a in continuing the family Nebraska. Thank you to all
Trooper Eric of our local sponsors for a
transition plan for their farm, business.
they have not communicated Pfeiffer explained the rules great event.

Throwback Thursday: Sunday Edition
Throwback
Thursday:
Sunday Edition is what
the annual banquet
for
the Wayne Area Economic
De velopment/Chamb er/
Main Street will be focused
on this year. The banquet will
be held on Sunday, January
25th at Wayne State College
in the Frey Conference Suite.
Tickets are now available at
the WAED office. Individual
tickets are $25 or $175
for a table of six including
complimentary drink tickets.
January 16 is the last day that
tickets will be available for
purchase. For the past three

years tickets have been sold
out. Get yours now!
The Max will open a Cash
Bar beginning at 6 pm. The
program will begin at 6:30
pm and a buffet meal will be
served at 7pm.
The
highlight
of
the evening will be the
presentation of the Annual
Awards.
Recognized
categories include Citizen
of the Year, Educator of the
Year, Most Valuable Patron,
Small and Large Businesses
of the Year.
Throwback Thursday:
Sunday Edition will be

using photos and historical
information that is archived
at the Chamber office for the
banquet.
The
Special
Events
Committee is currently
soliciting donations for
the Silent Auction at the
Banquet. There will be a
variety of items to bid on.
Money raised by the Silent
Auction funds a Wayne State
Scholarship that is awarded
each year. Donations of any
kind can be delivered to the
WAED office.
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Wayne Worked in 2014
As we wrap up another
year I always enjoy looking
back at the changes that
took place. In 2014 we spent
the majority of the year in
recovery mode after the
storms of 2013. Most of the
homes and businesses that
were going to rebuild have
come back bigger, better
and stronger than they
were before the tornado.
Not everyone is completely
finished, but there are plans
in place to move forward,
and they will likely be
wrapped up soon.
As I drive through the
industrial area of Wayne I
continue to be impressed
not only by the number of
businesses that rebuilt, but
by the facilities that they put
in place of those that existed
before. It seems everyone
took the opportunity to
expand their facilities to
help them better serve
their customers. I couldn’t
be more proud of the fact
not only do these business
owners believe that they
can succeed, having their
operation in Wayne, they
believe it so much that they
increased their investment
in our community. I am
truly grateful for every

business owner in Wayne,
and not just those who were
affected by the tornado.
I am grateful because
they believe, with their
livelihood the same thing
I believe, “Wayne Works –
for business”!
There
are
several
different active housing
developments in Wayne
as well. Between Vintage
Hills, Angel Village, Angel
Acres, Western Ridge and
more, Wayne seen several
new homes constructed
in
2014.
Housing
development for many
communities in Nebraska
is non-existent; I have
had several community
leaders around the state
that ask me our secret. The
continued development of
new homes in Wayne has
led to an increase in school
enrollment, which can only
mean “Wayne Works-for
families”!
Wayne works because
everyone in our community
has the desire to see our
community move forward,
no one here is afraid
of change, in fact, they
embrace it. I have always
said change is inevitable,
you are either striving to

By Mayor Ken Chamberlain
change things for the better,
or they will inevitably
change for the worst. The
willingness of the citizens
in Wayne to step forward
and help get things done is
unparalleled anywhere else
in the state. Whether it is
helping our neighbor clean
up after a storm, serving on
church or swimming pool
committees, or donating
to things like the baseball
field, Wayne has always
had people willing to help.
What really makes Wayne
work is you, please keep
doing all of things you do to
help move Wayne forward
in 2015. Thank You!

www.wayneworks.org
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January 2014 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

Thursday

11

18

25
6-9pm Annual Banquet at
WSC Student
Center

5 7:30am
B&I Exec @
WAED

6 •8 am Organization@ WAED

12
•5:30 pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

1 Office Closed

4

Friday
2

No Chamber
Coffee

3

7

8

9 •10am Cham- 10
ber Coffee
hosted by
Ameriprise Financial-Walling

13 •7:30am Govt.

14

15

16

•9am-3pm Leadership Wayne VI

• Noon Marketing @Tacos
&More

19

20

21

•Martin
Luther King,
Jr. Day

•5:30pm City Council

26

27

•5:30 pm City
Council

Affairs@Coffee
Shoppe

•7am WAED Exec @
WAED office
Last day to

17

purchase tickets
Annual Banquet

22 •7am WAED
Board
•Ladies Night Out
3rd Thursday Deals

23 •10am Cham-

24

30 •10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
St. Mary’s Catholic
School

31

ber Coffee at
Providence Medical
Center

Newsletter Articles
Due

•4pm CRA@ Council Chambers

28

29

February 2015

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org

Throwback Thursday:
Sunday Edition
Annual Banquet
Sunday January 25 5-9pm
WSC Student Center
Tickets must be purchased by January 16
Silent Auction, Annual Awards, Cash Bar

