Wayne Works
Exchange
February 2015

Volume 10, Issue 2

2015 Board of Directors

2015 Disaster Preparedness Summit

By Wes Blecke

Ken Kwapnioski ‘15
President
Matt Ley ‘16
Vice President
Lukas Rix ‘15
Secretary
Jason Barelman ‘15
Treasurer
Dean Burbach
Jeff Carstens
Ken Chamberlain
Curt Frye ‘16
Kris Giese
Jeaney Harris ‘17
Josh Hopkins ‘16
Mark Lenihan
Mike Powicki ‘17
Jennifer Sievers
Kari Wren

In late spring/early summer
We are pleased to announce recovery, business resources,
2014, the WAED office started that on Wednesday, March 11 and volunteering. The keynote
thinking about ways to the 2015 Disaster Preparedness speaker during lunch will be
commemorate the anniversary Summit will be held in Gardner Eddy Weiss. I had the privilege
of the Oct. 4, 2013 tornado. Hall on the campus of Wayne to hear Eddy speak at the Spring
We wanted to celebrate the State College from 9:30 am to 2014 Nebraska Economic
rebuilding efforts and the high 3:00 pm. Registration will open Developers Conference. He
hopes for the future, specifically on Friday, February 6. The cost is is a dynamic speaker who
in the Business Park. As we $29 per person, which includes is incredibly knowledgeable
about his subject matter
were making initial plans for
and keeps the audience
this anniversary celebration,
June 2014 storms ravished
engaged and entertained
at the same time. I am
Pilger, Wakefield, Laurel,
convinced if you attend
Coleridge and many rural
the summit and listen
areas in between. We felt it
to Eddy, you will come
was insensitive to move on
with our plans, and instead
away with both useful
information as well
turned to be more inclusive of
as a different way of
Northeast Nebraska since so
many were recovering from
thinking about disaster
these
multiple
storms.
preparedness (especially
Wes Blecke
Last fall the WAED office Eddy Weiss, a leading authority severe weather).
Executive Director
was
approached by UNL- in Disaster Preparedness and
The WAED office
wblecke@wayneworks.org
Extension to see if we were Mitigation will keynote the will collect registrations
Irene Fletcher
interested in helping plan Disater Preparedness Summit for the summit through
Assistant Director
disaster
preparedness on March 11.
March 6. You can find the
ifletcher@wayneworks.org a
summit. The office jumped
registration form online
Jessi Hansen
at
this
chance
to
help
plan
at
www.wayneworks.org
after
lunch.
Panel
topics
for
the
Office Manager
jehansen@wayneworks.org something educational for the summit will include “Disaster February 6. If you have any
Abby Schademann
entire Northeast Nebraska area Basics” and “Communicating questions about the summit,
InternNE
while filling the void we felt Through Disasters” as well as don’t hesitate to contact Irene
aschademann@wayneworks.org was needed for more than just breakout sessions including or me.
the immediate Wayne area.
topics on technology, long term
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Northeast Nebraska Chamber Day
Northeast
Nebraska
Chambers of Commerce Day
is scheduled for February 25
at the Cornhusker Hotel in
Lincoln. Wayne is working
together with Norfolk,
Fremont, Blair, Columbus,
South Sioux City and
West Point to put together
an interesting agenda of
speakers followed by lunch
with the State Senators.
Representatives
from
Economic
Development,
Education, the Army Corps
of Engineers, and Health

and Human Services will
discuss current programs
and future goals with
opportunity for questions
from the floor. Following
an address by Governor
Pete Ricketts and lunch
with the senators, Nebraska
Chamber Director Barry
Kennedy will share insights
from the State Chamber
office. Following the formal
program, there will be time
to visit the senators offices or
attend any session hearings
that may be scheduled.

This event is designed to
provide an opportunity for
local citizens to ineract with
all of the State Senators and
demonstrate cooperation
among Northeast Nebraska
communities
while
sharing our needs with the
senators. This year, three
critical needs have been
identified to present to the
senators:
transportation
and the importance of
completing the 4-lane
projects; workforce and lack
of willing workers to fill job

vacancies; and taxes that
affect the business climate
of the state.
The
Wayne
Area
Economic
Development
Government
Affairs
committee invites local
business representatives to
attend at no cost. Please
contact the WAED office to
make arrangements to ride
together. Tentative plans
call for leaving Wayne at
7:30 am and returning by 5
pm.

WSC Hosts Science Bowl Competition
Question: From what
specific celestial body do
meteor showers originate?
Answer: Comets. Question:
What is the sum of all
interior angles, in degrees,
in a regular polygon having
100 sides? Answer: 17,640.
Question:
How
many
human ova are produced by
a full round of meiosis from
a single primary oocyte?
Answer: One. These are
just some of the questions
that students may be asked
Why, what’s the matter,
That you have such a
February face,
So full of frost, of storm
and cloudiness?
- William Shakespeare,
Much Ado About
Nothing

during this year’s Nebraska
Science Bowl competitions.
Wayne State College
(WSC) is helping to sponsor
the 20th Annual Nebraska
High School Science Bowl
on Feb. 7 and the 12th
Annual Nebraska Middle
School Science Bowl on Feb.
14 at Wayne State College
in
Wayne.
Sixty-eight
teams from schools across
Nebraska will participate at
the events.
Each team is made up of

UNL Recipe to
Reality
March 21, 2015
Registration deadline
March 3
Contact Jill Gifford
402-472-2819
jgifford1@unl.edu

four students, one alternate
and a teacher serving as
a coach. Teams have to
be quick and have a vast
knowledge of astronomy,
biology, computer science,
physics, chemistry, math
and earth sciences. Teams
compete by answering
questions in a roundrobin and then a doubleelimination tournament.
Organizations
sponsoring the Nebraska
Science Bowl events include:

Save the Date
Government Affairs
Legislative Forum
March 27
Gardner Hall

Lower Platte South Natural
Resources District, Nebraska
Department of Education
and the Papio-Missouri
River Natural Resources
District, U.S. Department of
Energy, Providence Medical
Center in Wayne and Wayne
State College.
For more information,
please contact Dr. Todd
Young,
Planetarium
Director,
toyoung1@wsc.
edu at 402-375-7471.
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org
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Up and Down Main Street
One of the nicest affairs
that takes place in Wayne
each year is the Annual
Banquet.
This year’s
program spread the “feel
good feelings” of being part
of the Wayne Community.
I especially liked the history
trivia.
Main Street businesses
garnered a number of the
awards. Majestic Theatre
was named Most Valuable
Patron. The Large Business of
the Year was Ameritas which
does a fabulous job raising
funds to help various local
causes. The Small Business of
the Year was Swans Apparel
which will soon be changing
ownership from Marie Mohr
Kochenash who has owned
the business for 35 years
and who has been an active
community supporter and
volunteer. The Citizen of the
Year award went to Galen
Wiser, a long time banker and
now real estate broker who
has been involved in many
organizations throughout his
career.
At
the
Wednesday
noon Revitalize Wayne,
meeting, Tanya Gamble was
introduced as a new business
owner who will be opening
Hair Envy at 215 Main. Tanya
introduced some of her staff
who were in attendance.
Tanya says she expects to be
in the building by April when
renovations are completed.
January brought other
changes to Main Street.
“Body by Design”,
Tim

Fertig’s business at 202 Main
Street is planning a midFebruary opening and will
be posting hours from 5 a.m.
to 11 p.m. This week the front
facade was torn down and
the building is undergoing a
major facelift.
Jason Sears Flooring is
moving into the storefront at
210 Main Street and they are
hoping to open for business
in their new location by late
February.
Best wishes to all of you in
your ventures on Main Street
Wayne.
Irene announced that the
Scott Day Merchandising
Workshop will be hosted
in Wayne on April 8 and
9. It will be well worth the
time and effort you make
to attend.
Scott came to
town several years ago and
worked with a number
of businesses to improve
store layout, merchandise
displays, and lighting. His
common sense, use what
you have approach, showed
participating businesses what
they could do better without
a great deal of expense.
Swans Apparel participated
at that time and Marie and I
heartily recommend taking
advantage of this unique
opportunity. More details
will follow but if you are
interested in a one on one
session with Scott, please
contact the office as these
slots are limited. Following
the one on one sessions,
Scott will present a seminar

By Tony Kochenash
that will be open to all local
retailers and broadcast to
other Neebraska Main Street
communitees.
At our meeting Melody
Younts announced that Miss
Molly’s Coffee House will
have a Valentine’s Dinner on
February 14th. Marie and
I went last year and it was
fantastic so I would suggest
that you get your tickets
early.
Hats off to Miss
Molly’s for the great job they
did assisting the Building
Blocks Foster Kids Program
by collecting clothing and
various other supplies.
Several members have
suggested to me that we
ought to have a community
meeting where we identify
and list what people see as
major problems that we
might have on Main Street
and then we should get
the four major Main Street
Committees working on top
priority problems to find
solutions. I was surprised to
hear this because as the only
originating member of Main
Street still active, I remember
this is how we started Main
Street. And it did attract
members to attend weekly
7am meetings, twenty people
on average.
As I bid you farewell this
month I would recommend
that you Live Local by
shopping
Wayne
for
Valentine’s Day and enjoy
a special meal in town with
your sweetheart.
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2015 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Kari Wren
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Diane Vovos
Secretary
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Jay Collier
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
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Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org
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2015 Business &
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Kent Franzen
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David Ley
Ken Liska
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Throwback Thursday
Throwback
Thursday
Sunday Edition framed the
2015 Wayne Area Economic
Development | Chamber |
Main Street Annual Banquet
on Sunday, January 25 at
the Frey Conference Suite
at Wayne State College.
The evening entertainment
consisted of Wayne Trivia
led by Lukas Rix. It was
quite interactive and the
audience had a great time
playing along.
Board President, Ken
Kwapnioski
introduced
the recipients of several
awards presented by the
organization. The Wayne
Area Economic Development
Large Business of the Year
Award went to Ameritas.
With roots in Lincoln
and established in 1887,
Ameritas opened the Wayne
facility on April 1, 1999.
First employing 10 customer
service
representatives,
Ameritas now employs

Iowa originally, but is
a Wayne State College
graduate and the 2008
Citizen of the Year.
The future owner, Jen
Claussen is originally
from Emerson and also
a Wayne State College
graduate. While Marie
will be retiring soon,
the business will be
Jen Claussen (left) and transitioned to Jen, who
Marie Mohr Kochenash is poised for the next
(right) receive the Small generation of Swan’s
Business of the Year Apparel customers.
award for Swans Apparel
The Most Valuable
from Ken Kwapnioski.
Patron
Award
was
awarded to the Majestic
the company embraces.
Theater,
an organization
From Chicken Show to
has
significantly
Kiwanis to TeamMates and who
from the Majestic Theatre to supported Wayne Area
Development
tornado relief, volunteering Economic
is common practice, raising throughout recent years
nearly $70,000 for the victims and continues to be a great
of tornado destruction in asset for the organization
2013 and 2014 and working and the community. From
approximately 400 hours to its initial “wall-breaking”
to its opening 4 years ago,
the relief efforts.
The
Small the Majestic Theatre has
Business of the contributed much to our
By showing
Year
Swans community.
Apparel owners first run movies, the theater
entertainment
and employees provides
are very active in to all ages. The Majestic
Revitalize Wayne Theater is an annual host
and
anything for Leadership Wayne with
downtown, the the use of its facility and
Special Events financially contributes to
C o m m i t t e e , other organizations who
volunteer to work the
Ameritas is recognized as the y o u n g
professionals in concession stand.
Large Business of the Year.
Mrs. Tracy Anderson,
Wayne and across
2013
Educator of the Year,
the state.Swan’s Apparel has
nearly 90! You will see been a staple in downtown introduced Mrs. Emily
many of these employees Wayne for many, many years. Rockhill,
kindergarten
in the community doing The current owner, Maire instructor
at
Wayne
volunteer work, something Mohr Kochenash hails from Elementary
School,
as

www.wayneworks.org
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Sunday Edition
and how to celebrate with “good judgement and a
steady hand”. 1984 Citizen
accomplishments.
2011 Citizen of the of the Year, David Ley,
Year Duane Schroeder wrote that Galen’s endearing
introduced the
2014 attitude was valued at State
Citizen of Year Galen National Bank, where he
Wiser. Galen came to went beyond the job to
Wayne just out of the “teach” finance so customers
Navy to further his could improve their position
education at Wayne State in life. Upon his retirement,
Melanie Loggins accepts College. First working Galen accepted a position
the Most Valuable Patron at Triangle Finance, at Midwest Land Company.
Award for the Majestic then nearly 40 years at Galen is an Osceola native
State Nebraska Bank, he and baseball fanatic having
Theatre.
earned a reputation as visited all but 7 major league
the 2014 Educator of the
someone
who quietly accepts stadiums.
Year. Described as having
Thank you to everyone
a “first class” personality the job and then, just as
who
made the night possible.
quietly
gets
it
done.
Serving
and showing up every day
at school demonstrating boards and organizations Those people don’t only
a positive attitude to the including but not limited to include the Special Events
Providence Medical Center, Committee, WAED office
WSC Board of Trustees,
Grace
Lutheran
Church, United Way,
Rotary International,
Wayne Chamber of
Commerce,
Wayne
City Council and Civil
Service Commission,
original board member
of
Haven
House,
Wayne County Jaycees, Galen Wiser is awarded
Scout Master Troop 174, 2014 Citizen of the Year.
Mrs. Emily Rockhill Second Guessers Club,
is awarded the 2014 American Legion Post
Educator of the Year.
43, TeamMates, and Wayne staff, Wayne State College and
students; Mrs. Rockhill Ambassadors, this award Chartwells; it also includes
exemplifies the district winner exemplifies Service those of you who supported
mission of “Learning for Life”. Above Self. 2007 Citizen the evening by being there
As a compassionate listener, of the Year, Rod Tompkins, and/or donating/bidding on
she is dedicated to helping stated that he couldn’t think items for the annual silent
each child in the classroom, of anyone who has worked auction. This year’s auction
regardless of their challenges, harder for businesses and made nearly $2100! We
reach their full potential and farmers in our community always look to improve upon
teaches students how to help than Galen. Pat Gross, 1994 this year’s banquet, so don’t
one another, how to accept Citizen of the Year, noted that hesitate to make suggestions
and tolerate differences, he has served the community to the Committee or office.
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Directions for 2015
New
Years
is
the
quintessential time to set the
bar for all the things we want
to accomplish and the city
council does the same. Every
January we hold an annual
retreat to hear and discuss the
things we may be concerned
or passionate about. The
format has changed as we
no longer hire a facilitator or
leave town. I facilitate and
the Senior Center has been
our venue in recent years.
We start the retreat by
putting together a list of all
the topics we would like
to cover and then one at a
time, begin our discussions.
Council does not take action
on any of the topics but it
gives myself and the staff
some direction for agenda
items and the budget. Council
usually covers a wide variety
of topics and this year was no
different: City Hall and the
council chambers, the old
1912 city hall, the golf course,
street repairs, sidewalks and
accessibility, future use of
the lagoon, the city’s group

By Mayor Ken Chamberlain

health insurance, the old
pool property, city parks,
the trail system, the transfer
station, wood chipping
and the tree pile, water and
electric meters, individual
and rising department costs,
and economic development.
Not everything discussed
will be acted on during the
next year and it is beneficial
to identify some longer term
goals as well. For instance the
1912 building was originally
built as City Hall, later
became home to our Fire
Department, and is currently
being used as storage for the
Community Theater. This
is a beautiful building that
is in need of new life and if
there is no private interest
in the building, council has
discussed the possibility of
renovating it back into a city
hall. For now the ideas of
what to do with the building
remain a little “pie in the
sky”, but it will continue to be
a conversation.
Some of the more
attainable goals we will begin

seeing on the council agenda
right away. At our next
council meeting we will have
possible action on a $250
stipend for council members
to purchase a laptop/tablet
for council use allowing
council to be completely
paperless. It would also give
us the ability to stream our
council meetings live over
the internet. We will also see
agenda items soon relating to
parks and the need to make
them more ADA accessible as
well as other improvements
we can make and the costs
associated with them.
Council will be seeking
input from the public as we
decommission the lagoon
and the old swimming pool
location. We are going to be
asking what the community
would like to see in those
areas.
Once again we had a very
productive retreat, and it will
be interesting to see what
happens as the ideas become
plans and the city council
begins to move forward.

Fraud Training Call-In
If you have ever shopped
with a credit card or offer an
online shopping cart on your
website, you have probably
worried about fraud. Even
shopping locally or using an
ATM poses risks. Join GROW
Nebraska Thursday, February

19at noon for a FREE callin when Laura Ladehoff,
Senior Investigator for U.S.
Bank Corporate Security,
will share information about
fraud statistics, ACH and
wire fraud, internal fraud,
and check fraud; including

tips on best fraud prevention
practices. The trainings are
open to the public and you
can participate from any
location where you have
phone service. Registration
is
required
at
www.
grownebraska.org

www.wayneworks.org
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February 2015 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

1

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

3

•8 am Organization@ WAED

9

15

16

4

22

March

•Noon B&I Exec @
WAED office

7

14

17
•7:30am Govt. Af-

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

5

6

7

24

•4pm CRA@ Coun-

2

State Chamber
Legislative Caucus
and Hall of Fame
Banquet @ Lincoln

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Swans
Apparel

13

Newsletter
Articles Due

1

6

Leadership Wayne
Capitol Trip

12

•7am WAED Exec @ •10am Chamber
• Noon Marketing WAED office
Coffee @ Diamond
@Tacos &More
Center/Flowers &
•Noon B&I @Tacos Wine
& More

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
Head Start

•Ladies Night Out
3rd Thursday Deals

25

•Northeast Nebraska Chamber
Day@Lincoln

cil Chambers

•Noon Revitalize
Wayne @ Miss
Molly’s

3

4

•8 am Organization@ WAED

•7am WAED Board

@ SMR

•5:30pm City Council

23

5

11

•8 am Revitalize
Wayne @SMR

fairs@Coffee Shoppe

•8am-1pm
Winside Fire &
Rescue Pancake
Feed @Winside
Auditorium

Saturday

10

•5:30 pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

•9am-2:45pm
Kiwania Pancake
Feed @ Wayne
Auditorium

Friday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

5:30 pm City Council

8

Thursday

•7:45 am Ag Taskforce@Tacos&More

•10am Chamber
Coffee@Herman
Chiropractic, 1302
West 7th Street

•10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
American Red
Cross @ Vet’s Club
•Noon WAED Exec
@WAED office

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org

2015
Northeast Nebraska
Day in Lincoln
February 25, 2015
Cornhusker Hotel

SAVE THE DATE
2015 Disaster Preparedness Summit

March 11 • 9:30 am-3:00 pm • Wayne State College • Gardner Hall
Registration information will be available mid-February.

Panel sessions and breakout sessions will cover information on disaster basics,
communication, technology, volunteerism, agribusiness, and long-term recovery.
Lunch will feature keynote speaker Eddy Weiss.
Hosted by Nebraska Extension, Nebraska Business Development Center,
Wayne State College and Wayne Area Economic Development

You’re invited to attend
a special event.
Please join us for lunch

Small Business Retirement Plans:

From SIMPLE to Sophisticated
Location: First Nebraska Bank of Wayne
411 E. 7th Street
Wayne, NE 68787
* Enter South Community Room
Date: Thursday, 12th of February, 2015
Time: 12:00 PM
Hosted by: Scott Rath, ChFC; Craig Walling, CFP; Justin Davis, AFA
Financial Advisors
Rath, Walling & Associates
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

RSVP: By February 11th, 2015
Call: 866.375.1848
E-mail: justin.davis@ampf.com
Space for this event is limited.
Sponsored by: Rath, Walling & Associates

We or look forward to seeing you there.
This is an informational seminar. There is no cost or obligation.

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA
and SIPC. © 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Camp Invention is returning to
Wayne Elementary this summer!
Camp Invention is a week-long program for children in grades 1- 6 with curricula focused on developing
creative, inventive thinking, and problem solving skills through hands-on science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) content.
The children will participate in four fun-filled modules each day, which include:
Inducted™
Hear from the world’s greatest inventors and receive daily challenges. Save lives, explore new worlds, and
create big things. It’s your turn to be Inducted™!
Design Studio: Illuminate™
In Design Studio: Illuminate™, invention ideas blossom. From tinkering to selling, you will present your
inventions at an exciting marketplace.
I Can Invent: Next Level Gamers™
Revolutionize the video game world with the next big game: MazeWorld. Develop characters and upcycle
broken appliances, to create obstacles that excite the next generation of gamers.
KartWheel™
Prepare for the ultimate wet obstacle course. Compete in a daily Hydrochallenge. Explore levers and
slingshots to help you earn points, and buy materials to build KartWheel™ racers!

Please join us in helping to prepare our children
for a successful future.
The program's base cost is $220 per child, which covers all program expenses. There is no cost to the
district, school, or teachers.
Your contribution will provide the Camp Invention program to underserved children who would otherwise
not have the opportunity to participate.
If you are interested in contributing to a scholarship fund for this camp, please contact Sonya Tompkins at
(402) 833-1888 or sotompk1@waynebluedevils.org.
Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Kiwanis Pancake Feed with Egg & Sausage
Sunday, February 15, 2015
9:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

City Auditorium - Wayne
Suggested Donation
$8 - Adults

and

$4 - Children 10 and under

Call 402-375-1502 for ticket Information

