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Disaster Preparedness Summit
Wayne Area Economic
Development, Wayne State
College, Nebraska Extension,
and the Nebraska Business
Development Center will host a
Disaster Preparedness Summit
on Wednesday, March 11 at
WSC Gardner Hall from 9:30
am-3:00 pm.
Topics
include
disaster
basics,
communicating
through
disasters,
using technology and
mobile apps during
times of crisis, business
resources
available,
long-term recovery team
efforts, and volunteer
experiences following a
disaster. A resource fair
will be set up with exhibitors.
The goal of this event is to
reflect on past disasters and
the recovery process to prepare
for the future. Attendees will
learn from first responders and
resource providers. They will
leave with many resources, and
most importantly, connections
that could prove to be extremely
beneficial in the future.
In the morning, two panel

discussions will be held;
“Disaster: The Basics” and
“Communicating
Through
Disasters.”
The
afternoon
breakout speakers represent
Nebraska
Extension,
the
Nebraska
Emergency
Management
Agency,
City of Wayne, Village of

Pilger, Nebraska Business
Development Center, USDA
FSA, Team Rubicon, local
faith-based organizations, and
others.
Eddy Weiss will provide the
noon keynote address. Eddy is
a nationally renowned expert
in emergency management,
disaster preparedness, and all
types and phases of disasters.
His experience consists of

www.wayneworks.org

crisis counseling, emergency
management and response
work, firefighting, professional
storm chaser, and national
threat assessment adviser to
various organizations. Eddy is
a compelling story teller who
will speak candidly about the
threats and issues that face us.
We encourage
aanyone in the
aarea to attend the
SSummit. Eddy is a
d
dynamic speaker
w
who keeps the
aaudience engaged
aand entertained
aat the same time.
W
We are convinced
tthat you will
ccome away with
both useful information as well
as a different way of thinking
about disaster preparedness,
especially severe weather.
Registration for the event is
$29 per person, and includes
lunch. You can register and
pay online at wayneworks.org;
click on “Disaster Preparedness
Summit” or contact Irene at the
office. The registration deadline
is March 6.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246

www.wayneworks.org
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24th Annual Northeast Nebraska Legislative Forum
Wayne State College
and Wayne Area Economic
Development’s Government
Affairs Committee will
be co-hosting the 24th
Annual Northeast Nebraska
Legislative Forum again this
spring. Due to the Senators
availability a tentative date
has been set for April 17

and a location is yet to be
determined. The event will
start at 10:30 am and end at
noon.
Government
classes
from area high schools and
the college as well as the
general public are invited
to attend this event. The
format will be the same

as it has been for the last
few years. The senators
will field written questions
from the audience which
will be categorized by the
moderator to get the most
questions asked during the
90 minute forum. There will
likely be questions asked of
the senators pertaining to

tax relief/reform, budget
surplus, and transportation
and education funding.
Watch
for
more
information on the date
and location and plan to
attend this forum and take
an interest in your state
government.

Merchandising Workshop
The Nebraska Main Street
Network and Revitalize
Wayne are co-sponsoring a
Merchandising Workshop
on April 8th from 5:30-9
pm. The session will take
place in Gardner Hall and
be broadcast to several other
Main Street communities
throughout the state.

This event serves one
of the goals identified
at
the
Wayne
Area
Economic
Development
strategic planning session,
assisting existing retail
business. Presenter Scott
Day has developed this
merchandising workshop
for small independent

retailers focusing on the
use of inventory control,
open-to-buy, floor planning
and visual merchandising.
Scott is not new to Wayne,
having presented a similar
workshop here in 2006.
Any retail business in the
area is invited to paticipate
in this hands-on workshop.

Members of Wayne Area
Economic
Development
will be able to attend the
workshop at no charge.
Non-members
will be
charged a small fee. Please
contact Irene to register as
a meal will be served and
there may be some fun preevent homework assigned.

When preparing your
mail, you should check with
the Postmaster for specifics
on what is eligible and how
the mail should be prepared.
You can also google “bulk
mail rules” for general
information. Mail should
be presented in a tray for

letters or a tub for flats/large
envelopes. You will need
to pick up the correct form
(dated September 2014)
and permit number from
the WAED office. Have this
form filled out and payment
ready when you take your
mail to the post office.

Bulk Mail Permit
A
frequently
used
membership benefit, the
Bulk Mail Permit, can save
substantially on postage
if you are mailing over 200
pieces of commercial 1st
class mail or advertising/
standard mail. There are a
few things you need to know

St. Patrick’s Day is
an enchanted time
- a day to begin
transforming winter’s
dreams into summer’s
magic.
~Adrienne Cook

when you use the Bulk Mail
Permit. According to Wayne
Postmaster Beth Pasold, the
Post Office window only
accepts bulk mail Monday
through Friday from 9
am until 2:00 pm and the
window is closed from
10:30-11:30 am.

UNL Recipe to
Reality
March 21, 2015
Registration deadline
March 3
Contact Jill Gifford
402-472-2819
jgifford1@unl.edu

Northeast Nebraska
Master Gardner
Plant Fair & Market
Friday April 24 6-8 pm
Saturday April 25 9 am-3 pm

Northeast Community
College Ag Complex

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org
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Up and Down Main Street
Change is inevitable and
change is happening all over
our town. You can hardly
drive any street without
seeing construction taking
place and on Main Street in
particular.
Lets take a drive north
on Main Street from Victor
Park and note some of the
recent changes. Lutt Oil and
Service now operates the gas
pumps, car wash, garage,
and convenience store on
the west side. A half block
north you will find Worthy
Finds,
Connie
Meyer’s
antique and vintage store,
open for occasional sales on
the last Friday and Saturday
of each month. Godfathers
Pizza also has new owners/
managers in Cale Giese
and Phil Anderson. Riley’s,
on the opposite side of the
street, a popular night spot
especially on Wednesday
and Thursday nights, appears
to be for sale.
As we approach Second
Street, on the east side
is Fiesta Brava, a new
restaurant with great service
and authentic Mexican food.
Dollar Plus occupies the
remodeled building on the
corner and carries variety
store merchandise. Turning
east on Second Street, at
the end of the block is a
hand made sign advertising
“Torres Family Restaurant”
indicating something to look
forward to.
More excitement and
change appears in the 200
block of Main Street. On

the west corner, Tim Fertig
and crews are working inside
and outside of the building;
developing a high impact
exercise
center
named
“Body by Design.” Tim, in
a presentation to Revitalize
Wayne/ Main Street, said
that he expects to finish the
front face of the building and
open the business sometime
in March.
The building
next door with two nicely
decorated windows is a
potential new business still
in the works. Staying on the
same side of the street is Jason
Sears Flooring. I learned that
Nancy Johnson, a former
Chicken Days Chair, runs
the counter and front end
and the store is carrying a
line of clothing called pixi
chix with tee shirts, hoodies,
baseball caps, stocking hats
and more. The clothing is
manufactured in Lincoln,
NE with WHS, Husker, and
WSC logos. Other logos will
be available upon request.
Across the street you
will see the work that Tanya
Gamble is having done to
get ready for her new salon,
“Hair Envy”.
Almost any
time I go by I see contractors
at work in the building. I
believe they are pushing hard
to open sometime in March.
While we’re here, I see that
the Diamond King, Randy
Pederson pulled another
diamond out of his hat
when he made arrangements
for ABC Channel 9 news
anchor, Jenna Rehnstrom,
to accessorize with jewelry

By Tony Kochenash
from the Diamond Center
during their special broadcast
during the Academy Awards
ceremony.
Cathy Varley recently
announced that she has
sold The Coffee Shoppe and
her last day will be April
30th. We are sorry to see
Cathy leave Main Street and
we wish her the best in her
future endeavors. Watch for
more on the new owners and
their plans for this location
as the project moves forward.
When Marie decided to
retire and put Swans Apparel
up for sale, Jen Claussen said
she was interested in buying
the business. As the new
owner of Swans Apparel, Jen
Claussen, will reopen the
store on March 2, after a busy
weekend of transition. Marie
has always been very active in
the community and we wish
her the best in her retirement
and we wish Jen the best in
conducting the business and
continuing and improving
the success at Swans Apparel.
I still need to finish my
trip down Main Street, but
space is running short so I
will continue next month.
As a way of recognizing
Entrepreneurship Week next
year, I’d like to work with the
WSC Business Department
on a project in which we
could provide students real
experience evaluating and
recommending
business
proposals in Wayne. Contact
me if you would like to work
with me on this idea.
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2015 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Kari Wren
Vice Chair
Diane Vovos
Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jay Collier
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
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Mark Kanitz
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Kurt Schrant
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2015 Business &
Industry Committee
Kent Franzen
Chair
BJ Woehler
Chair-elect
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
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World Ag Expo 2015 - Holy Cows!
I attended the 48th
Annual World Ag Expo in
Tulare, CA on February 10
& 11. This was my second
expo in as many years.
Expo-goers (nearly 100,000)
represented 44 states and 48
different countries, all on

County – Ogallala). Others
representing Nebraska were
from the State of Nebraska
Department of Agriculture,
A-FAN, the University of
Nebraska, the Nebraska State
Dairy Association, and the
Nebraska Corn Board.

Corby Schweers
Past Chair
Jason Barelman
Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain

By Wes Blecke

has seen a significant
increase per acre in the last
decade, it is nothing like in
California!
There is great opportunity
for dairy recruitment to
Nebraska.
Californian
dairymen are at a crossroads
where they have increasing
pressures on their operations
from an environmental
standpoint
and
great
opportunities in expanding
outside of the state (CA)
where regulations are easier
to navigate and the markets
are increasing. In fact as

Adam Endicott
Curt Frye*
Lowell Johnson
Dick Kiedel
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Kevin Peterson
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Adam Severson
Sarah Surber

grounds.
260 acres of show grounds
This included approximately
1,500 exhibitors. While the
show was all encompassing
of agriculture, my purpose
for attending again this
year was helping to show
Nebraska was open for dairy
recruitment, and specifically
Northeast Nebraska where
those sites could serve the
I-29 processing corridor
and/or, in a perfect world,
create enough demand for a
local processor to locate.
Seven
others
from
Nebraska attended the
show with me. Officially
the Nebraska State Dairy
Association sponsored the
booth. I was one of only
two economic developers
from Nebraska at the show
(the other was from Keith

The Nebraska
Th
N b
k booth
b th att the
th World
W ld Ag
A Expo.
E

Many Midwestern states
also had booths at the show.
This year’s talk was much
like last year’s: California has
issues with a lack of water,
stringent
environmental
policies, and land prices
getting out of control (I
could tell you the story of
the dairyman who sold his
land for $300,000 per acre…
but would you believe me?).
While Nebraska farmland

I am writing this column
(Thursday afternoon), I
am waiting to hear from
a dairyman who will be
stopping by today to talk
about the Wayne Area. (This
is someone I made direct
contact with in Tulare).
If anyone would like to visit
about my Tulare experience
or other agricultural related
needs in the Wayne area,
don’t hesitate to contact me.

www.wayneworks.org
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Northeast Nebraska Day at the Capitol
Northeast Nebraska Day at
the Capitol is a collaborative
effort of the Chambers of
Commerce from around our
region of the state. Over 80
citizens attended from the
participating Chambers of
Blair, Columbus, Fremont,
Norfolk, South Sioux City,
West Point, and Wayne.
Northeast Nebraska Day is
also sponsored by Nebraska
Public Power District and
Black Hills Energy. Staying
connected with the people
who make and interpret laws
is a role of the Government
Affairs committee and this
day provides an opportunity
for local citizens to discuss
issues face-to-face with the
state’s elected leaders and
advocate for the issues that
matter to our members.
Traveling from Wayne were
Jennifer Sievers, Nancy
Braden, Wes Blecke, Irene
Fletcher, and Ken Kwapnioski
who provided transportation
for the day. The Wayne group
was joined by Luke Virgil,
Economic
Development
Director from the city of
Laurel.
The day began with a
really valuable series of
educational sessions and
several of Governor Ricketts’
new hires were introduced.
Just 7 days on the job, Brenda
Hicks-Sorensen,
Director
of Nebraska Department of
Economic
Development,
shared her background
and shared some of early

discussions of ways to
strengthen our economy, add
jobs, and grow Nebraska for
the next generation.
Also addressing the group
was University of Nebraska
Regent Jim Pillen who talked
about the Board of Regents
responsibilities and the
selection of Dr. Hank Bounds
as the new president of the
University of Nebraska.

John
Moeschen
and
Kathryn Schenk with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
office in Omaha spoke about
the corps’ role in permitting
projects
and
addressed
their role in managing the
Missouri river flow. They
noted that they also have
job openings in the areas
of resource managment,
engineering, natural sciences
and are working to attract
qualified candidates.
Another
agency
transitioning
leadership,
Department
of
Labor
Commissioner John Albin
talked about workforce
development
and
unemployment. He shared
his thoughts on how to better

serve job seekers by providing
early skill assessment and
training to be employable.
Governor Pete Ricketts
then addressed the group
who will be working with a
new governor for the first
time in a decade.
Nebraska senators and
other state leaders were
invited to join the northeast
delegation for lunch. All of
our local state senators and
a number of senators from
across the state attended.
Wes communicated our
shared Chambers legislative
priorities to the senators:
Workforce:
Supporting
measures that help train and
recruit individuals to fill
workforce shortages.
Roads/Transportation:
Ensure that there continues
to be a funding mechanism
to maintain and grow our
state’s infrastructure.
Agriculture: Maintain and
increase agriculture-friendly
environment for economic
opportunities.
Following lunch, Barry
Kennedy from the State
Chamber gave a legislative
update on pertinent bills and
that the State Chamber is
supporting and few that they
oppose. The State Chamber is
a strong ally in the legislative
arena and all of us in local
chambers work closely with
Barry and his team during
the session.
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain

Ribbon Cutting

Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

W
Wayne
Ambassadors
A b
d
welcome
l
Herman
H
Chirpractic
Chi
ti to
t their
th i new business
b i
location at 1302 W 7th Street during Friday’s Chamber Coffee.

Wayne Works...
The
Marketing
Committee is working with
Wayne radio stations, Big
Red Country and KCTY,
to promote Wayne at the
Annual Northeast Nebraska
Home and Garden Show.
This well organized event is
attended by people from all
over northeast Nebraska and
is a great place to share how
Wayne Works.
The Northeast Nebraska
Home and Garden Show

will be set up at the NECC
Ag Complex and scheduled
hours are Friday March 20
from 5-9 pm,
Saturday
March 21 10am-7pm, and
Sunday March 22 11am-4pm.
The Marketing committee
is looking for volunteers
who would be interested in
working a 2 hour shift in
the booth during the show.
Contact the WAED office
to sign up for a shift or two.
If you would like to work

incognito, there is option to
wear the D’Wayne Chicken
costume while you work
your shift!
Wayne Area Economic
Development will provide
trade show bags that will
be stuffed with community
marketing
materials.
Businesses who would like
to provide promotional
materials in the trade show
bags should contact Mick
Kemp at the radio station.

Wayne Works Exchange

www.wayneworks.org
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March 2015 Calendar
SSunday
Su

Mondayy

Put out WSC Signs

1

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

3

4

•7:30 am Govt Affairs Coffee Shoppe
•8 am Organization@ WAED

5

• Noon Marketing
@Tacos &More

6

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Red Cross
Office

7

•Noon B&I Exec @
WAED office
•5:30 pm City
Council

8

9

Daylight
Savings Time
Begins

11

•8 am Revitalize
Wayne @SMR
•5:30 pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

15

10

16

•9:30am -3pm
Disaster Pre• 9am - 3pm Leader- paredness
ship Wayne @ WSC Summit @ WSC
Gardner Hall

17
•7:30am Govt. Af-

18

12

13

19

20

•7am WAED Exec @ •10am Chamber
WAED office
Coffee @ Absolute
Salon
•Noon B&I @Tacos
& More

•Ladies Night Out
3rd Thursday Deals

21
•10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
Pheasants Forever
@ City Auditorium
Northeast Nebraska Home & Garden
Show @NECC Ag Complex

26

27

•7:45 am Ag Taskforce@Tacos&More

•10am Chamber
Coffee OPEN

•7am WAED Board
@ SMR

fairs@Coffee Shoppe

14

•5:30pm City Council

22

23

24

Home &
Newsletter
Garden Show
Articles Due

•4pm CRA@ Coun-

25
•Noon Revitalize
Wayne @ Miss
Molly’s

Bat Boy the Musical @ WSC Black Box
Theatre

cil Chambers

29

30

31

1

28

2

3
•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Rezurrected Rod and
Kustom, 115 Clark
Street

Bat Boy the Musical @ WSC Black Box
Theatre

April

4

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Wayne Works Exchange
Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org
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Emergency Preparedness:
Wayne Public Library’s Spring Expand Your Horizon Program
Have you ever said, “I’m going to make a plan, prepare for an
emergency or disaster, and discuss our family strategy in case of
severe weather or other crisis situation.” “My answer to that
question is, ‘No’”, said Rita McLean, Adult Services Librarian at
Wayne Public Library. “This little conversation I had with myself,”
Rita said, “led to planning the Spring Expand Your Horizon Series
that will be held at Wayne Public Library, March 10th, 17th and
24th.” The sessions will be held from 6:30 – 8:00pm at the Senior
Center.
The topic is a timely one, as the week of March 23-28, 2015, has
been designated as Severe Weather Awareness Week in
Nebraska and Iowa. This week is utilized by the public,
government and businesses to raise awareness, prepare, test, and practice procedures for what we would do
during a severe weather event.
The library has been working with Nic Kemnitz, Wayne County Emergency Manager, to develop a three week
series that will help participants to understand the interaction of emergency personnel; to know what happens
during the recovery process and, finally, how individuals and families can prepare.

March 10th

“Who Does What” will be the focus of the March 10th program. Nic Kemnizt, along with the Chief of Police, Wayne
Fire Chief and personnel from Providence Medical Center, the Mayor and City Administrator will be on hand to
discuss how the first responders take action and manage a disaster area.

March 17th
On March 17th, Sam Vacha, Disaster Specialist from the Red Cross, a representative from the Nebraska Public
Health Department, Salvation Army and Wayne Ministerial Association will focus on the recovery mission after an
emergency situation hits an area.

March 24th
The March 24th, program will help individuals and families create a plan of action in case of an emergency event
or natural disaster. Presenters will talk about having a “Ready Bag” of supplies that may be needed, making a list
of prescription medications and having a First Aid Kit. We will have handouts for participants showing how to
make a plan, and lists of materials to put in your bag. Library staff will be available to help those attending make
copies of insurance cards, driver’s licenses, or other important papers that may get destroyed in a disaster. The
first ten copies for each attendee will be free. There will also be a drawing for five back packs that can be used to
create a “ready bag.”
“The memories of disaster events that hit our area in the past couple of years are still fresh in our minds,” said
Rita McLean. “We hope that hearing from the people in management, recovery and preparedness will provide an
opportunity for education and action that will bring some peace of mind to individuals and families.”
The presentations will be informational as well as providing an opportunity for questions and comments from the
audience. The program series is FREE and open to the public. For information call Rita McLean, Adult Services
Librarian, 402-375-3135.

The Musical

Story and Book by Keythe Farley and Brian Flemming
Music and Lyrics by Laurence O’Keefe
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York, NY
Black Box Theatre in the Lied Performing Arts Annex, Peterson Fine Arts Building
General admission: $5; WSC students, faculty and staff admitted free
Reservations required. Please call 402-369-6807 for reservations.

Performance dates & times:
Friday, March 27, 2015 - 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 28, 2015 -		7 p.m.
Sunday, March 29, 2015 -		2 p.m.
Monday, March 30, 2015 -		7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 31, 2015 - 7 p.m.

ROOTS YOUTH
CONFERENCE
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

March 6-7, 2015

register

Featured Speakers: Eric Samuel Timm, Tom Henderson,
Josh Brewer, Ty Thomas & David Zach
Worship Led By:

Remedy Drive

Concert with:

Disciple, Seventh Day Slumber,
Decyfer Down & Nine Lashes

Ramsey Theater - 1111 Main St - Wayne, NE
Follow on Twitter

Friend on Facebook

Forward to a Friend

You are receiving this email because you entered into one of our drawings at a Cross Rock event.
Edit Subscription Preferences
Unsubscribe

Cross Rock Ministries PO Box 76 Allen, NE 68710 USA

