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2015 in Review and a Look to 2016
What is that saying about
“time flying when you’re
having fun?” Well, we must be
having the time of our lives!
While Wayne Area Economic
Development (now 10 years
old!) coordinated many of its
traditional and regular events
and programs, a few new items
occurred in 2015.
One event that was very
timely and took many hours
of office coordination was
the Disaster Preparedness
Summit at Wayne State College
designed to highlight the need
to be prepared for natural
disasters and how to handle
them once they occur.
The Retail Merchandising
Workshop offered by Scott Day,
consultant and owner of Urban
Development Services of San
Antonio, encouraged retailers
to showcase their merchandise
in a better way and to “sell what
the customer wants to buy; not
what you want to sell.”
Another retail campaign
started in 2015 was the Buy
One Item Local promotion.
You might recognize this
campaign for toilet paper or the

$611,000 missing from Wayne
County. We are anxious to tally
the toilet paper sales in Wayne
this spring to see if we made
any progress over the year.
We saw the final installation
of the four Welcome to Wayne
signs at each entrance of the
community. While we still have
to complete the landscaping,
this project is all but finished.
Another new sign installed
this past year was the Wayne
Business Park sign. Thanks to
donations for general business
needs to the 2013 tornado
disaster fund, the damaged
sign has been replaced. We are
still working through some
lighting issues with it and I am
confident these issues will be
resolved in the spring.
A FAM Tour was held to
demonstrate what Wayne
has to offer new businesses
with an emphasis on selling
the 21+ acres of industrial
property owned by the Wayne
Community Redevelopment
Authority (old Pacific Coast
properties).
I have been very impressed
with the connections being
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By: Wes Blecke

made between the business
community
and
Wayne
Community Schools. Both
are determined to bridge the
labor shortage and address
training issues we are seeing
throughout the Midwest. This
open communication has been
aided by a discussion with
the Nebraska Department
of Education - Career
Development and the school
hosting a Business & Industry
Committee meeting
and
school tour this fall. I can see
this connection becoming
stronger and more effective
through the years.
Then there were the existing
and growing programs and
events like Leadership Wayne
and the fall tailgate led by
our
young
professionals
group Forward Wayne for the
Wayne Community Schools
Foundation.
I will end with “stay
tuned” for more great things
to come from your Wayne
Area Economic Development
| Chamber | Main Street
organization. And I stress
YOUR organization!!!

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Government Affairs
The
Government
Affairs Committee will
begin meeting for 2016 on
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:30
am at the Coffee Shoppe
in downtown Wayne. This
committee helps guide the
WAED organization in state
and local policy decisions
that may affect the business,
education and civic sectors
of our community. We are
always looking for additional
committee members so
feel free to attend this
meeting, especially if you
have an interest in state and
local politics. For this first
meeting, Legislative District
#17 Senate Candidate Joni

Albrecht will join the group
to discuss her campaign.
One of the first legislative
opportunities offered by
the Government Affairs
Committee in 2016 will be
the Northeast Nebraska
Chambers of Commerce
Day at the Capitol on
February 1. This is an annual
event where the Northeast
Nebraska Chambers of
Commerce come together
to plan a day to show
legislators that we have
regional concerns and we
will work together to move
forward. This year, the event
will include presentations
from the new director

of Nebraska Economic
D e velopment,C our t ne y
Dentlinger
and
Barry
Kennedy,
Nebraska
State Chamber Director.
Governor Pete Ricketts and
and all of the senators are
invited to an after hours
social at the Nebraska Club of
the US Bank where Chamber
representatives will present
the top three issues that they
would like to be addressed.
Corporate sponsors to date
include NPPD, Black Hills
Energy, and Great Plains
Communications.
There is another chance
that same week to get in
front of your legislature

at the Nebraska Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
2016 Legislative Caucus/
Annual
Meeting
and
Hall of Fame Banquet on
Thursday, February 4 in
Lincoln. We take part in
educational sessions of
interest to business leaders
followed by a reception and
meal. During the meal, the
Nebraska Business Hall
of Fame inductees will be
recognized. WAED will
reserve a table of 8 for the
banquet. If you would like
to take part in this event,
please contact Wes as soon
as possible to reserve your
seat at the table.

membership
investment.
We continue to evaluate
what services members use
us for the most and then try
to enhance those services.
But we won’t know what
other services you may want
or need unless you tell us.
On this year’s investment
form we asked you to update
your contact information.
On the backside, we have

left space for you to tell us
what you think our greatest
strengths are and where
we have an opportunity to
provide better service. Don’t
be shy and please fill these
out honestly. We value your
opinions so that we can do
our best on your behalf.
We truly look forward
to working with all of you
again in 2016 and beyond!

Invest in Wayne
The 2016 Membership
Investment drive is in full
swing. Letters asking for
your renewal and for new
member investments were
sent out in early December
and we are updating our
membership list as the new
committments arrive in the
mail. If you set yours aside
or cannot locate it, let us
know and we will send you

another copy.
Thank you to those
member investors who have
helped support Wayne Area
Economic Development |
Chamber | Main Street over
the years. We truly could not
do what we do without your
time, talents and financial
contributions. Please let the
office know what we can do
to make the most out of your

Write it on your
heart that every
day is the best
day in the year.

Wishing you a
very happy, safe
and prosperous
New Year.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

from Wayne Area
Economic Development

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner
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The Magic of 10 Years
The theme for the Annual
Banquet celebrates the past
10 years of Wayne Area
Economic Development. The
Special Events Committee
has just announced the
theme, The Magic of 10
Years, and revealed that the
mysterious entertainment
will be provided by Wayne
native, Joe Brogie who is now
pursuing a full time career in
entertainment. Brogie will
bring his 21st century magic
to our Annual Banquet.
Tickets are now available
at the office and must be
purchased by January 22.
Individual tickets will be
$25 each. Tables of 6 can
be reserved for $175 and
that includes 6 drink tickets.
A special opportunity to see
Joe Brogie’s magic act up

close with reserved seating
in front of the stage will be
offered to sponsors for $300
per table of 6. This is a first
come, first serve opportunity
that will fill up fast.
The doors to Frey

Conference Suite will open
at 5:30 pm for the Social
Hour with preliminary
entertainment beginning at 6
pm. During the course of the

evening a catered buffet will
be served, winners of the
Large and Small Businesses
of the Year, Most Valuable
Patron,
Educator
and
Citizen of the Year will be
announced, and guests will
be able to bid at the Silent
Auction to fund a WSC
Scholarship. The evening
will wrap up by 9 pm.
The committee is still
accepting donations for the
Silent Auction. They can
be dropped at the office, or
arrangements can be made
for committee members
to pick them up. The
committee is challenging the
businesses to step up their
Silent Auction donations
with a goal of a record
amount of bids this year.

Christmas on Main
$700 in Chamber Bucks
were given out during
the month of December.
Winners of $50 in Chamber
Bucks in the first round were
Judy Poehlman and Vivian
Papenhausen. Second week
winners of $50 each were
Rhonda Rager and Sherrie
Hampl. Final Stamp Card
winners of $250 each in
Chamber Bucks were Barb
Engebretsen and Patricia
Schincke.
Each card in the drawing
represented $100 spent
shopping at the local 26
participating businesses.

Wes Blecke is assisted by Colt Johnson in the
final Holiday Stamp Card Drawings.
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2016 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Kari Wren
Vice Chair
Diane Vovos
Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Mick Kemp
Mike Powicki
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2016 Business &
Industry Committee
BJ Woehler
Chair
Travis Meyer
Chair-elect
Corby Schweers
Past Chair
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
Jason Barelman
Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain
Erin Eilers
Adam Endicott
Curt Frye*
Lowell Johnson
Dick Keidel
Brian Kufner
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
Mark Lenihan
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Angela Pravecek
Sarah Surber
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Nebraska Agri/Eco Tourism Workshop
Registration is now open
for the 2016 Nebraska Agri/
Eco Tourism Workshop to
be held in Grand Island,
February 22 24.
This three day event will
provide community leaders,
landowners, farmers and
ranchers,
entrepreneurs,
small
business
owners
and service providers with
information on how to
establish, finance, market
and grow businesses based
on agri/eco tourism and
small business partnerships.
Participants will come away
with fresh marketing ideas,
greater financial opportunity
and numerous new contacts.
“Visitors to our state
adore experiencing the
land first hand. This
workshop
gives
small
businesses, outfitters and
landowners an opportunity
to learn how to use your
resources, talents and ideas
to develop new product,
increase your operational
income and create new
opportunities,” said Kathy

McKillip, Nebraska Tourism
Commission
Executive
Director. “This is a great
chance for people to learn
skills to successfully connect
the land to the visitor,
providing a down to earth
Nebraska experience.”

The workshop will kick
off with educational Business
2 Business tours on Monday.
The Business to Business
(B2B)
Tours
provide
attendees the opportunity to
go behind the scenes to see
how businesses really make
things work. Tours will begin
at the Nebraska Mushroom
Farm and then the Crane
Trust Nature and Visitor
Center, where the guest
speaker will be John Wayne,
owner of Wayne Cyclery in

Grand Island.
Tuesday’s sessions and
events will be held at the
Raising Nebraska Building
on the State Fairgrounds.
There, all types of breakout
sessions will take place,
giving attendees a chance
to learn from a variety of
professionals, like Steve Maly
of Maly Marketing, Russ
Roca and Laura Crawford
with Path Less Pedaled, social
media
expert/journalist
Rebecca McCormick and
many more.
Tuesday night, the Taste
and Feel of Nebraska event
will give attendees the
opportunity to network
while
sampling
local
products. The workshop will
wrap up Wednesday, with
sessions being held at the
Grand Theatre in downtown
Grand Island.
To get more information
and a full schedule go to
visitNebraska.com
and
open the Industry tab at
the bottom of the page.

Recipe to Reality
If you are a producer,
grower or “kitchen scientist”
who wants to take the
next step with your food
business to bring valueadded products to the
market, including schools,
farmers markets or retail
outlets, consider attending
the upcoming Recipe to

Reality Seminar. A special
offer is avaiable to Wayne
county residents to attend
this all-day Recipe to Reality
Seminar on January 16 at
the UNL Processing Center
in Lincoln’s Innovation
Campus. Tuition will be
discounted by $150, making
the cost to attend only $50

and is made possible by the
Rural Food Business Growth
project funded through
a USDA Rural Business
Development grant. Contact
Sandra Renner at 402-3203444 or sandrar@cfra.org
for additional details and to
register!

www.wayneworks.org
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Ag Outlook Seminar and Appreciation
Over 50 ag producers
were treated to lunch and
three seminars at the recent
Ag Outlook Seminar and
Appreciation Lunch hosted
by the Ag Task Force.
Following
a
warm
welcome by emcee and
Task Force member, Doug
Temme, the group heard
from Nic McCarthy, VP of
Operations at Central Valley
Ag. Nic reminisced on the
price peaks of previous years
and advised the group on
trending events that will
affect future profitability.
Following a break for
Chamber Coffee, David
Loberg, with his mom
Kris, and sister Beth Lutter,
shared their experience
as
featured farmers in
the Farmland movie that
was released in 2014. The
family noted that while they
received no compensation
for their participation in
the movie, the experience

was invaluable. The family
remains in touch with
several of the other featured
farm families. The movie is
being used in an iniative to
engage high school youth
with a firsthand glimpse into
today’s agriculture. Lesson
plans have been developed
and are distributed free of
charge to schools.

Director of the LEAD
Nebraksa program, Terry
Hejny talked about the
importance of leadership in
the ag sector and how the
LEAD program fosters that
among young farmers and ag
business men and women.
During lunch drawings
were held for door prizes
donated by the sponsors.

2016 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Nancy Braden
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett
Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

2016 Organization
Committee
Nic McCarthy likened the ag market volatility to
a $7 Hangover when he spoke at the recent Ag
Outlook Seminar.

producing a food item for
market, but need additional
kitchen space or facilities to
be more efficient in scaling
up production? Join the
Center for Rural Affairs for
the 2nd training session of
the Rural Food Business
Growth project to be held
in early February. During
this free presentation titled:
Resources for Community,
Shared Kitchens, you’ll hear
about case studies from

Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman

A Tool for Rural Vibrancy
Through
some
key
conversations
in
area
communities we know there
is interest in growing existing
farmers markets, creating
profitable
opportunities
for
food
producers,
opening up more shared
community kitchen spaces,
and strengthening local
foods (and food security) in
northeast Nebraska.
Are you a food producer,
farmers market vendor, or
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successful businesses using
this model through GROW
Nebraska,
case
studies
of existing shared and
commercial kitchen spaces
available to rent, and kitchen
regulation,
inspection
information and required
licensing resources from the
Department of Agriculture.
Contact Sandra Renner at
402-320-3444 or sandrar@
cfra.org for additional details
and to register!

Nancy Braden
Jason Claussen
Justin Davis
Josh Hopkins*
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson

www.wayneworks.org
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)

Lincoln-Regan Forum and Raffle
The Rebuplican Party of
Wayne County is hosting
the annual 2016 LincolnRegan Forum on Saturday
February 20 at the Winside
Auditorium. Doors open
for the dinner at 5 pm with
a catered dinner by R&D
Catering served at 6:15
pm. Lt. Gov. Mike Foley
will speak at 6:45 pm for
30 minutes followed by
candidate speeches.
A raffle drawing will take
place at 8 pm. Raffle winners
will have their choice of a
“Husker” collage framed

Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)

Jim Rabe (D 3)

after that. Tickets will also
be sold at the door but
reserverations are preferred.
Contact Chairman Bud
Neel at 402-369-1873 for
more information or to make
reservations.

We’ve Got Your 2016 Resolution Covered

City Administrator:

Randy Larson (D 1)

print or a 32” or larger color
TV. Need not be present to
win. Tickets are selling for $5
each or 6 for $25.
Tickets for the meal will
cost $20 per person until
Feb 5 and be $25 per person

Register now to compete
in the Biggest Loser
Community Challenge at
biggestlosercommunity.com.
From the website, you will be
asked to check “yes” you are a
Chamber member and select
your Chamber organization:
Wayne Area Economic
De velopment/Chamb er/
Main Street. The page will
also show Siouxland KTIV4

as the local
affiliate station.
You do not
need the names
of all your
team members
to register, but
you will want
to form your 4
member teams
now.
This
Biggest
Loser
Community Challenge is for
everyone. It is not a weight
loss challenge, but an online wellness competietion to
help individuals reach their
health goals by foucusing
on
motivation, activity,
and nutrition (side effects
may include weight loss!)
The
actual
community
competition
begins
on

February 1. You will have
extra weeks of motivation and
guidance by signing up early.
Teams can begin signing
into their personal wellness
accounts and accessing the
interactive health tools and
pre-challenge programing
begining January 4.
Teams from your business
will be competing for fun and
prizes in the Biggest Loser
style. By registering a team,
you will be able to participate
in fun Company vs Company
competetion, powerful team
building, 8 weeks of unique
challenges, interactive health
tools, and motivation from
celebrities, not to mention
over 10,000 Prizes to be won
over the 8 weeks.

Wayne Works Exchange
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January 2016 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

3

10

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

4

11

6

•5:30pm City
Council

•4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog Pub

12

•8am Revitalize
Wayne @SMR

24

18

19

5:30pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

•5:30pm City
Council

25

26

•7:30am Govt
Affairs@ coffee
Shoppe

Newsletter
Articles
Due

8

9

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

5

6

•8am Marketing @
Tacos&More

•Noon Ambassadors @

1

2

3

February 2016

• 10 am Chamber
Coffee and Ribbon
Cutting @ Paula
Peterson Counseling, 803 Providence
Road Suite 102

•7am WAED Exec @ •10am Chamber
WAED office
Coffee @ Wayne
Senior Center
•Noon Business &
Industry @ Tacos &
More

•7am WAED Board
@ SMR

•7:45 am Ag Task
Force @ Tacos &
More
•Noon-5:30 pm
Blood Drive @ Fire
Hall

• 4 pm CRA @ City
Hall

31

Saturday

7

•9am-3pm Leadership Wayne VII @
Northeast NPPD

17

Friday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

5

•8 am Organization@ WAED

Thursday

4

•10am Chamber
Coffee hosted
by TeamMates@
Wayne Elementary

•10am Chamber
Coffee @Elkhorn
Valley Bank and
Trust

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Compass
Wealth Partners/
Ameriprise Financial

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org

The Magic of
Years
Wayne Area Economic Development
Annual Banquet
January 31 5:30 pm

Frey Conference Suite

