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Magic of 10 Celebrated at Annual Banquet
There was magic in the
air at the Annual Banquet
celebrating the tenth year
of Wayne Area Economic
Development.
Featured
entertainer Joe Brogie kept
the audience
guessing
during his act sponsored
by Elkhorn Valley Bank &
Trust, Wayne State College
Foundation, and The Max
and Jug Store.
Silent Auction bidding

continued throughout
the evening and at
the close, over $2100
was raised, in part to
fund an annual WSC
scholarship.
Nominated for his
contributions to the
Wayne
community
and beyond, the 2015
Citizen of the Year
was noted for being a Randy Pederson graciously
gem among us. From accepts the 2015 Citizen
of the Year Award in a prehis service on the
recorded message to the
Wayne city council, audience.
the Wayne planning
commission, President Wayne State College Athletics
of the Wayne Area Hall of Fame. The Diamond
Chamber of Commerce, King, Randy Pederson,
to President and Trustee accepted his award by way of
of the Wayne State a recorded message. Randy
Foundation, Providence and wife of 45 years Rozan
Medical Center Board were traveling and unable to
of Trustees and the attend the banuqet.
Chris Costa was surprised
Little Red Hen Theatre
with the 2015 Educator of
2006 Educator of the Year, Board of Trustees, he is
Terri Hypse, stepped in to also a long time season the Year award, recognizing
present the 2015 Educator ticket holder to Wayne her work with preschool
of the Year to Rainbow State College Athletics, students and as a role model
World Preschool teacher a Wayne Rotarian, and for other teachers and staff at
Christine Costa.
a 2015 inductee into the continued on page 4...
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Leadership Wayne Takes Lincoln
On February 9th twentytwo (22) from Wayne
departed at 6:15 am on a
chartered bus bound for
the State Capitol. Of these
people eight (8) were high
school seniors from Wayne
Community Schools. The
remaining were Leadership
Wayne
students
and
guests. Each year this trip
becomes the highlight of the
Leadership students’ class.
While some might not be
excited to go; by the time
they get home and reflect
on the experience, we hear
great reactions to the day.
Current
Leadership
Wayne
student,
Tim
Reinhardt,
offered
his
reflections on his Leadership
Wayne experience: “The
Leadership Wayne trip to
the State Capitol was a great
experience. Having not been
there since a grade school
field trip, and now being
able to really appreciate not
only the architectural beauty
of our Capitol, but to also
go inside and get a look
at the process of our state
government in action.
I
want
to
thank
Wayne Area Economic

Development
and
UNL extension for this
Leadership program and
working so hard to make
this trip possible. Being able
to meet with our Lieutenant
Governor and to hear about
his role in the legislative
process was very interesting,
and he also gave us a little
insight of what to expect
from this session of the
legislature. We were also able
to have lunch with our State
Senator Bloomfield and talk
with him about some of the
issues that are of importance
to him for this session.
For me though, the most
interesting part of the day
was being able to attend the
legislative hearings. There
were really no hot topics
for me that day, but to sit in
and listen to the passion that
people have on both sides of
an issue that concern them
or their town gave me a real
appreciation for our elected
officials, and how they do
really work for us. This trip
really was a great experience
for me!”
Kessy Hanson had the
following to say about her
trip to Lincoln:

It was one of those

Would you like to help
with the Wayne County
Primary and General
Elections?

March days

when the sun shines
hot and the wind
blows cold:

when it is summer in

Contact County Clerk
Deb Finn

in the shade.

deb.finn@wayne.nacone.org

the light, and winter
-Charles Dickens

402-375-2288

“For someone who can
count the number of times
she’s been to Lincoln on
one hand, and none of
those times were spent
anywhere near the capital,
our Leadership Wayne trip
to the Capital Building
was quite exciting and eye
opening.
I spent a good amount of
time wandering around the
Capital Building wide-eyed,
in awe of the pure history and
detailed encrusted artwork
scattered throughout the
whole building; I even
peeked in a few offices just
to catch a glimpse of an
exquisite mural painted on
the walls. Who knew that
one building could hold so
much of our state’s history
and encompass all the things
that make up the backbone
of our state; agriculture,
railroads, trees, laborers,
Indian chiefs.
After I got over my
country bumpkin state of
awe I took some time to
attend a few Education
Hearings; by far the most
interesting and certainly
heated hearing we sat in
on was LB959. LB959 as

stated Senator Sullivan ‘was
introduced on behalf of the
Governor to further his goal
of providing property tax
relief. This proposal intends
to provide controlled growth
for schools to more closely
align with the financial
circumstances of the state’s
taxpayers by reducing the
growth in property tax
burdens and enhancing
local accountability.’ While
we were only able to stay
for half of the hearing, it
certainly was interesting to
listen to Governor Ricketts
talk about LB959 and why
he believes that this bill is
important for Nebraska.
Famers, and ranchers
from across the state came
and testified as to how hard
it has become for them to
make a living with property
taxes as high as they have
become. The consensus from
all who are for bill is while
they support their public
schools, they also need to
be able to make a living.
Even with only hearing one
side of the testimonies the
packed room was tense. I
continued on page 3...
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner
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...Leadership
only wish we had more time hands.”
Ceremony is tentatively set
to hear the opponents of
Leadership Wayne’s next for May 10.
LB959 testimony.
session is March 8 at Wayne
I have never envisioned State College. A Graduation
myself as someone who
gets excited over ‘boring
ole politics and a boring ole
building, but our Leadership
trip to Lincoln certainly
made me excited. Being
given the opportunity to
learn more in-depth about
our unicameral legislature
made me aware that politics
and our government is far
from boring, our capital
building is far from stuffy, Nebraska Lieutenant Governor Mike Foley
and there is more to addressed the group of Leadership Wayne VII
creating and passing a bill participants and Wayne High School students
who took a recent field trip to the Capitol in
than smiling and shaking
Lincoln.

Market Driven Main Streets
Wayne will be the host site
for another Nebraska Main
Street Network webinar on
Thursday March 31 from
11:30 am until 1 pm. Lunch
will be served during the
presentation.
This
months
topic,
“Market Driven Main Street
Programs: A How To” will be
presented by Todd Barman,
Barman
Development
Strategies, LLC. This very
comprehensive
webinar
program is designed for board
and committee members as
well as city officials and any
other downtown partners.
The webinar will cover how
our Main Street program can
establish a short and long
range scope of work guided

by limited financial and
human resources (including
time spent by paid staff and
unpaid volunteers). The best
way for historic commercial
district development to
be strategic is for that
development to be market
driven. Participants will
learn how the Four Point
Approach and practice
can stay market driven
through ongoing targeted
market research; research
centered on defining and
refining a market position.
The session will address
defining a market to go
after, using numbers (e.g.
demographics,
consumer
expenditures) to inform
decision making, and the

value of a little gut intuition.
Our ultimate goal will be
to use a better and shared
understanding of the market
to coordinate our economic
development scope of work
across the areas of design,
organization,
promotion,
and economic restructuring.
In other words, market
driven design improvement,
market driven events and
advertising, market driven
entrepreneurial
support,
and even market driven
fundraising and volunteer
development.
Tuition will be $5 per
person, including lunch.
RSVP to the office for a
meal count.
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2016 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Kari Wren
Vice Chair
Diane Vovos
Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Mick Kemp
Mike Powicki
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2016 Business &
Industry Committee
BJ Woehler
Chair
Travis Meyer
Chair-elect
Corby Schweers
Past Chair
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
Jason Barelman
Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain
Erin Eilers
Adam Endicott
Curt Frye*
Lowell Johnson
Dick Keidel
Brian Kufner
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
Mark Lenihan
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Angela Pravecek
Sarah Surber
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...10 Years
Rainbow World Child Care
and Preschool.
The Most Valuable Patron
Award is awarded annually
to recognize an individual,
business or organization who
has significantly supported
Wayne Area Economic
Development throughout the
year. The 2015 Most Valuable
Patron award went to
Nebraska Extension for their
contributions to projects like
SET (Stronger Economies
Together), Career Fair for
area high school sophomores,
Making Money Camp for
young entrepreners, and
the Disaster Preparedness
Summit. This MVP made
incredible
contributions
to the Leadership Wayne
program which likely would
not have even begun if not
for Extension educator
Carroll Welte. The success of
the program is evident in the
numbers, 132 participants
with a waiting list for the fall!
Business of the Year
Awards are separated into
those member investors
who have 10 or fewer FTEs
and those who have 11
or more FTEs. Business
success as well as community
involvement by the owners/
management, the employees
and the business itself are
weighed heavily in the
selection process.
The 2015 Large Business
of the Year opened a Wayne
location in 1989. Since then,
employees have been very
active in the community. First
National Omaha – Wayne

Jill Sweetland and First National of Omaha
-Wayne Service Center employees accept the
2015 Large Business of the Year Award at the
Annual Banquet.

The Wayne Herald was selected the 2015 Small
Business of the Year. Kevin Peterson, Clara
Osten, Mike Carnes, and Melissa Urbanec came
forward to accept the award.

Wayne Area Economic Development Board Chair,
Matt Ley presents the Most Valuable Patron
Award to the University of Nebraska Extension,
represented by Carroll Welte, Amy Topp, Kim
Bearnes, and William Kranz.

www.wayneworks.org

Service Center currently
employs 125. They service
credit cards issued by First
National Bank of Omaha
in several capacities Collections,
Credit
Acquisitions, Fraud and
also have a small Mortgage
Collections division. The
employees are considered
All-Stars and urged to “walk
in their customers’ shoes.”
You may see them in green
Converse Chuck Taylor AllStars to remind them of this.
The Small Business of
the Year, the Wayne Herald,
relocated to Wayne in
1881. While the business
itself is critical in the
community and supports
many community efforts; it’s
really the people who stand
out. Their employee service
includes Rainbow World,
TEAMMATES,
Kiwanis,
Haven
House,
Wayne
Country Club, Toastmasters,
Stand for the Silent, Wayne
Community
Schools
Foundation, Wayne Area

Wayne Works Exchange
Economic
Development
Board of Directors, Business
and Industry, Marketing,
Chicken
Show,
Special
Events, and many church
activities.
The Year in Review Power
Point missed two important
recognitions. With apologies
to Jen Claussen and Swans
Apparel, we don’t want to
miss the opportunity to
include these milestone
events.
Jen Claussen, recipient
of the 4th Quarter 2014
Congeniality Award was not
recognized until 2015. Jen
should have been included
as a Congeniality recipient
as we reviewed the events
of 2015. Jen, at the time an
employee at Swans Apparel,
was nominated as someone
who always greets customers
warmly when they enter the
store. Jen was noted for
going above and beyond
to help her customers
find exactly what they are
looking for when shopping

at Swans Apparel.
Later last spring, the Wayne
Ambassadors welcomed new
Swans Apparel owners Jen
and Chad Claussen having
recently
purchased
the
building and business from
Marie Mohr Kochenash. The
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
was held on May 15, 2015.
This event was not included
in the long list of Ribbon
Cuttings that took place in
2015.
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2016 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Nancy Braden
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett
Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

Jen Claussen accepts
the 4th Quarter 2014
Congeniality
Award
from Cindy Brummond
during Chamber Coffee
at Swans Apparel on
February 6, 2015.

2016 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Jason Claussen
Justin Davis
Josh Hopkins*
Jeryl Nelson

Wayne Ambassadors recognized a change of ownership at Swans
Apparel on May 15, 2015 when Jen and Chad Claussen cut the ribbon
in front of their recentlly remodeled building at 205 Main Street.

Kevin Peterson

www.wayneworks.org
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Campus and Community Conversations
WSC President Marysz
Rames and Wayne Mayor
Ken Chamberlain will host
Campus and Community
Conversations on Tuesday,
March 22, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.
at WSC Gardner Hall. The
event is open to the public
and convenient and free
parking is avaiable in the
Gardner Hall parking lot at
1118 Walnut St.
The theme for the Spring
Campus and Community
Conversations has been

established: The voice of
image: How are we seen?
Moderator for the event will
be Jaydn Harding, president
of the Tau Kappa Epsilon
fraternity. Refreshments will
be served.
The purpose of the event
is to build understanding

through conversation among
individuals and between
communities as a means of
contributing to the common
good. The event is sponsored
by Wayne State College
Service Learning Initiatives,
and coordinated by Lisa
Nelson.

Quote from Celeste Headley, seasoned radio
host: “Go out, talk to people, listen to people,”
she says. “And, most importantly, be prepared
to be amazed.”

State Chamber Banquet
Government
Affairs
organized two recent trips
to Lincoln to participate in
legislative events.
On February 1, Wayne
joined six other area
chambers
of commerce
for Northeast Nebraska
Chamber Day at the Capitol.
The group was addressed
by Kyle Schneweis from
Department
of
Roads,
University of Nebraska
Regent Jim Pillen, State
Chamber director Barry
Kennedy, and new Economic
Development
Director
Courtney Dentlinger. An
evening social was held at
the Husker Club for the state
senators where First Lady
Susanne Shore and Speaker
Galen Hadley spoke.
A small group from

Wayne also attended the
State Chamber Legislative
Forum and Hall of Fame
Banquet on February 4. The
group heard from Senate
committee chairs, as well as
a panel of representatives

from the Department of
Education
addressing
current issues, especially
workforce and taxes and
their impact on a positive
business climate in the state.

Tina Welding, West Point Chamber Director, joined
Irene Fletcher, Galen Wiser, George Phelps, and
Wes Blecke (not pictured) at the Wayne table at
the State Chamber Hall of Fame Banquet.

Wayne Works Exchange
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March 2016 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday
Put out WHS Signs

1

•7:30 am Govt
Affairs@ Coffee
Shoppe
•8 am Organization@ WAED
•5:30pm City
Council

6

Wednesday

7

8

•8am Revitalize
Wayne @SMR

2

20

27

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

25

26

1

2

•8am Marketing @
Tacos&More

•7am WAED Exec @ •10am Chamber
WAED office
Coffee @ Our
Savior Lutheran
•Noon Business &
Church
Industry @ Tacos &
More

• 5:30pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

•5:30pm City
Council

21

22

23

24

• 7pm Campus
and Community
Conversations@
Gardner Hall

Newsletter Articles
Due

•9am-3pm LifeServe
Blood Drive @ Fire
Hall

29

30

31

28

•7:30 am Govt
Affairs@ Coffee
Shoppe

5

•10:30 am Legislative Forum @ WSC
Gardner Hall

•4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog Pub

15

• 4 pm CRA @ City
Hall

Saturday

•3
4
Noon Business & In- •10 am Chamber
dustry Exec@WAED Coffee hosted by
office
Government Affairs

14

•7:30 am Govt
Affairs@ Coffee
Shoppe

Friday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

Leadership Wayne

13

Thursday

•7am WAED Board
@ SMR

•7:45 am Ag Task
Force @ Tacos &
More

•10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
Pheasants Forever@
City Auditorium

•10am Chamber
Coffee and Ribbon
Cutting @ 4th Jug

•11:30am-1pm Main •10am Chamber
Street Webinar
Coffee hosted by
SharpShooters 4-H

April

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Wayne Works Exchange
Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org
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Campus & Community Service Collaborations (CCSC)
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Tuesday, March 22, 2016
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Free parking
Refreshments will be served.

For more information contact:

Lisa Nelson, Service-learning Coordinator
402-375-7182 • linelso1@wsc.edu
Karen Granberg, Student Services • 402-375-7321

FARM TO SCHOOL

TRAININGS & NETWORKING
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., FREE
lunch provided

February 6 • East Butler Public School, Brainard
February 13 • Hemingford Public School
March 19 • Wayne Public School
April 2 • North Platte Public School
April 9 • Litchfield Public School
October 15 • TBD
Who: School Food Service Staff AND Nebraska
Fruit and Vegetable Growers
What: Learn best practices for bringing local fruits and
vegetables to school trays
Why: Farm to School increases school meal participation
and provides healthier options for students. Schools
are reliable large purchasers of fruits and vegetables,
and are a largely untapped market for farmers.
Register now (and at least a week in advance) for one of the
workshops and help spread the word! Register by contacting
Sarah Smith, sarahs@cfra.org or (402) 783-1183.
Continuing Education Credits will be available.

