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Williams Form Engineering Corporate Visit

By: Wes Blecke

On April 19 and 20, four of
us traveled to Grand Rapids,
Michigan to thank Williams
Form Engineering (WFE) for
their business in Wayne and
discuss future plans for their
company. I was accompanied
by Mary Plettner with the
Nebraska
Public
Power
District and Sheryl Hiatt with
the Nebraska Department of
Economic Development. Mayor
Ken Chamberlain, who was in
the region for his non-Mayoral
work, scheduled time to join
us for meetings and tours.
We met with WFE executives
Ron Townsend, President; Bill
Downing, Vice President of
Manufacturing; Rob Overbeek,
Vice President of Operations;
and Jon Roelofs, Vice President
of Finance.
We were given tours of
WFE’s two manufacturing
locations as well as their
corporate headquarters, all in
the Greater Grand Rapids area.
We learned more about what
WFE manufactures nationwide,
not just what is manufactured at
the Wayne plant; and we learned
much more about WFE’s needs

for the future.
Corporate visits are one
of many ways Wayne Area
Economic Development and our
partners attempt to retain and
expand our existing businesses.
While we are always selling the
community as a place to stay
and to grow your business and
the assistance we can provide as
ED professionals to make this
happen, we don’t want to lose
track of the simplest message we

can deliver: thank you for being
in the Wayne area.
For everyone reading this
column, I say thank you for
being a part of this business
community. Any ideas you have
to make Wayne an even better
place to conduct business, I
want to know about them. Stop
in the office, email/call me, or
I will make time to come to
your place of work to listen.

Williams Form Engineering executives, Bill
Downing and Ron Townsend, pose with Blecke,
Chamberlain, Plettner, and Hiatt during a recent
corporate visit to Grand Rapids MI.

www.wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Local Candidate Forum
On
April
26
the
Government
Affairs
Committee of Wayne Area
Economic
Development
hosted a local/regional
candidate forum at the
Wayne Senior Center. The
event was attended by over
60 consitituents. The panel
was moderated by Wes
Blecke and included District
17 candidates Joni Albrecht,
Ardel Bengtson, and Louis
Benscoter; City Council
Ward 2 candidates Reed
Allen, Josie Broders, and
incumbent Jennifer Sievers.
Members of the Government
Affairs Committee assisted
with gathering notecards of
questions submitted by the
audience.
After self-introductions
of three minutes each, the
candidates were asked
about
their
leadership
qualifications, visions for the
future of the city and state,
their position on legalization
of medical marijuana or the
death penalty, Medicaid
expansion, property and
other taxes, and economic
development. After an hour
of questions and measured
All that stands
between the
graduate and the
top of the ladder is
the ladder.
~Author Unknown

discussion, each candidate
was allowed two minutes for
closing remarks to conclude
the event.
The Government Affairs
Committee
will
host
another Candidate Forum
in October for candidates on
the ballot in the November 8
general election.
The Nebraska Primary
Election will be held on May
10, 2016. The polls will be
open from 8 am until 8 pm.
In person registration
for the primary election
is available at the Wayne
County Clerk’s office only
until 6:00 p.m. on Monday,
May 2nd. Any registered
voter may vote an early voting
(absentee) ballot instead
of voting at their polling
place. The voter must mail
or fax an Early Voting Ballot
Application to the Election
Office. Any registered voter
may vote in person prior to
Election Day at the Election
Office at 510 Pearl Street
in Wayne, Monday thru
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., excluding holidays.

Wayne Area Economic
Development
is pleased to
congratulate
Dr. Marysz Rames
on her inauguration
as the 13th President of
Wayne State College.

Over 75 constituents gathered at the Wayne
Senior Center for the Candidate Forum.

Participating in the Candidate Forum (l-r)
Jennifer Sievers, Joni Albrecht, Josie Broders,
Moderator Wes Blecke, Ardel Bengtson, Reed
Allen, and Louis Benscoter.
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org
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Tractor Safety Course
Nebraska Extension Tractor Safety/Hazardous Occupations Course will be offered at the Wayne County
Fairgrounds from June 2021.
Any 14 or 15-year-old
teen who plans to work on a
farm other than his/her parents’ should plan to attend.
Federal law prohibits youth
under 16 years of age from
working on a farm for anyone other than their parents
or guardian. Certification
through the course grants
an exemption to the law allowing 14- and 15-year-olds
to drive a tractor and to do
field work with mechanized

equipment.
The most common cause
of death in agriculture accidents in Nebraska is overturn from tractors and
all-terrain-vehicles (ATVs),
according to farm fatality
surveillance data. Tractor
and ATV overturn prevention are featured in the class
work. Instilling an attitude
of ‘safety first’ is a primary
goal of the course, according
to class instructors, where
youth have the chance to
learn respect for agricultural
jobs and the tools involved.
Classes consist of two days
of instruction plus homework assignments. The first

day of class will consist of
intensive classroom instruction with hands-on demonstrations, concluding with
a written test that must be
completed satisfactorily before students may continue
driving tests the next day.
The second day will include
testing, driving and operating machinery.
Classes are from 8 a.m. 5 p.m. each day. Pre-registration with the Wayne
County Extension Office is
strongly encouraged at least
one week prior. Cost is $60,
which includes educational
materials, testing, supplies,
lunches, and breaks.

Ribbon Cutting at Thrift Warehouse
The Wayne Ambassadors
welcomed Thrift Warehouse
to the Wayne business
community at a Chamber
Coffee and Ribbon Cutting
on April 22. Business owners
Lukas Rix and Mark Kanitz
thanked those gathered for
their support of Wayne’s new
donation center located at
121 Main Street. This, the
third business opened by
the couple, complements
their Rustic Treasures thrift
and consignment store. As
a donation center, a portion
of the store’s profits will used
for community betterment.
During Chamber Coffee a
check for $500 was presented
to the Majestic Theatre and
recently, $300 was presented
to the Wayne Food Pantry.

Chamber
Coffee Coffee Shoppe.
refreshments were provided
Thrift Warehouse regular
by Kanitz and Rix’s other hours are Monday through
Main Street business, The Saturday 10am until 6pm.

Lukas Rix and Mark Kanitz, owners of Thrift
Warehouse, introduced their new business at
Chamber Coffee.
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Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org
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Business After Hour Garden Party
The public is invited to a
Business After Hours Indoor
Garden Party at Geno’s on
Friday May 20 from 5-7pm.
Tickets will be sold at the
door for $5 and will include
light appetizers during the
social. A cash bar will be
available. As in past years, a
highlight of the evening will
be the drawing for a variety
of lawn and garden decora-

tions and plants provided
by local businesses. Donors
to date include Flowers and
Wine, Rustic Treasures,
and the Market at Geno’s. If
your business would like to
donate an item, please contact the office. Business After Hours sponsors include
BankFirst, Elkhorn Valley
Bank & Trust, F&M Bank,
and State Nebraska Bank.

Friday,
May 20th
5-7 pm

Chicken Show 2016
With just over 2 months
until the 36th Annual Wayne
Chicken Show, the volunteer
planning committee is looking for support from area
businesses. Sponsorship of
this annual event is critical to
providing a fun, family centered three day festival. Businesses are asked to carefully
consider their layer of support according to the Grade
A, Rooster, Hen, Chick, and
Scrambler categories. You
can find additional information on the enclosed flyer. Sponsor committments
must be received by May 15
to be included in the printed
brochure.
With support from Pac
‘N’ Save, inflatable games
will be available Friday evening. One or more additional sponors will be needed in
order to hold the inflatables
over for Saturday in the park.
The committee is also looking for clubs and organizations to set up carnival style
games for their club fundra-

sising throughout the three
days. Clubs are welcome to
create their own activity or
use any of the gameboards
that are stored at the Chamber office. Contact the office
for more information.
Cement chickens line the
office hall and are waiting to
be checked out by area artists for decorating, then will
be auctioned to the highest
bidder during Henoween.
Cluck and Roll shirts are
available at the office in
sizes youth small through
3XLarge, and will soon be
available at other select locations.
The committee continues
to meet on the 3rd Monday
of each month in the South
Meeting Room. Volunteers
are welcome to attend any
meeting to learn about the
planned activities and opportunities to participate in
Wayne’s signature festival
and tourism event.

Concrete
Chickens
ready to be dressed for
the Cement Chicken
Auction on Henoween.

www.wayneworks.org
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Third Thursday Training
Businesses often struggle
with how to build marketing
relationships or how to have
customers open and read
emails. Join Heidi Garvin,
GROW Nebraska Program
Services Consultant and
Constant Contact Authorized Local Expert, as she
shares hints and tips on how
to build relationships while
creating an effective marketing calendar. This fun and
informative session is a great

way to spend an hour.
Register now and save the
date on your calendar May
19 at noon (CT). Registration is required at www.
grownebraska.org to receive
connection information. The
trainings are free, open to the
public, and you can participate from any location where
you have phone service. May
training is sponsored by
GROW Nebraska, Constant
Contact and funds provided

by the Local Food Promotion
Program of the Agricultural
Marketing Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Each month GROW Nebraska features a different
presenter and topic related
to marketing or small business on a call-in format Third
Thursday Trainings (T3).
Visit www.grownebraska.org
for information on future
training dates and topics.

Food Entrepreneur Seminar Offered
The University of Nebraska
Food Processing Center is offering a one day seminar for
all individuals interested in
exploring the idea of starting
a food manufacturing business. Interested individuals are invited to attend the
“Recipe to Reality” seminar
which will be offered on June
11, 2016. Pre registration is
required and space is limited.
Registration deadline is May
25, 2016. Contact Jill Gifford
at 402 472 2819 or jgifford1@
unl.edu for an information
packet.
The one-day Recipe to Reality seminar is the first step in
developing a food business.
It is specifically designed to
provide entrepreneurs with
an understanding of the key
issues they will need to consider when starting a food
business. Participants include individuals interested
in marketing a family recipe,
individuals with a product

idea or concept, producers
considering adding value to
an agricultural product and
restaurateurs or chefs exploring the manufacturing of a
house specialty.
Recipe to Reality provides a
general overview of the many
issues involved in developing
a food manufacturing business. Seminar topics address
important questions that every entrepreneur should consider: Market research and
selection, Product and process development, Food reg-

ulatory issues and agencies,
Packaging and labeling, Pricing and cost analysis, Product introduction and sales,
Promotional material package, Food safety and sanitation, and Business structure,
By attending Recipe to Reality, entrepreneurs gain in one
day information that could
take months to research on
their own. They will acquire
valuable knowledge on the
basics of starting a food
business. The seminar helps
attendees understand the
challenges of starting a food
business and allows them to
make an informed decision
as to whether developing a
business is the right choice
for them.
Following the Recipe to
Reality seminar, confidential services are available to
participants who decide to
launch their own food business.
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Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Ady Advantage
I recently attended a
training program specifically
designed
to
provide
rural Nebraska economic
development professionals
with information on the
latest
tools,
strategies,
and trends in economic
development. The training,
co-sponsored by Nebraska
Public
Power
District
(NPPD) and Black Hills
Energy, featured nationally
recognized speaker, author,
and consultant Janet Ady,
president and CEO of
the Madison, WI based
firm Ady Advantage. The
program provided the latest
information on site selection,
capacity readiness, and talent
strategies.
Economic development
organizations are the first
line of defense for local
businesses, and they are key
to helping their communities
attract new businesses and
industries. “It’s important to

Nebraska that our economic
development professionals
have access to the best
training resources available,”
said
Mary
Plettner,
Economic
Development
Manager at NPPD. Cheryl
Brandenburgh,
Program
Manager
of
Economic
Development at Black Hills
Energy, concurred. “Bringing
in a nationally recognized
expert like Janet Ady, who
works
with
economic
development organizations
and site selectors around the
country, provides Nebraska’s
economic
development
professionals with insights
and perspectives that will
help Nebraska be more
competitive with other areas
of the country.”
During
the
daylong
workshop, Ady provided an
insider’s perspective on how
the site selection process
works, how it’s changing,
and what impact that has

By: Irene Fletcher
on economic development
organizations. She also
discussed how the lack of
capacity is one of the largest
barriers to economic success
and offered strategies that
Wayne Area Economic
Development
can
use
to determine our prime
path to economic growth.
According to Ady, a strong,
well-trained workforce is
critical. “Workforce and
talent availability is a driving
factor in most relocation and
expansion decisions today.”
She shared examples of
some innovative workforce
initiatives from around the
country that are featured in
The Economic Development
Talent Toolbox, a book
recently published by Ady
Advantage. Ady knows
the Nebraska landscape
and provided practical
information that we can use
to meet our recruitment and
retention goals.

Affordable Care Act Informative Webinar
Northeast
Nebraska
Public Health Department
is promoting an informative
webinar from the Enroll
Nebraska
Education
and Engagement Group
regarding
the
Health
Insurance
Marketplace.
This SHOP Presentation &

Resources webinar will be
held on May 17 from noon
to 1 pm. Any interested
business or organization
can register for free at:
enroll-ne.org/eeg
You will be able to join
other Nebraska businesses
and organizations sharing

information and resources
about the Health Insurance
Marketplace SHOP program
enacted via the Affordable
Care Act.
For more information,
contact Northeast Nebraska
Public Health Department at
402-375-2200.
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May 2016 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

1

8

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

2

9

16

23

• 5:30pm
Chicken Show
Committee @
SMR

29

30

Office Closed

Saturday

3

4

•5:30pm City
Council

•4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog Pub

10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

•8 am Organization@ WAED

•8am Revitalize
Wayne @SMR

•8am Marketing @
Tacos&More

17

5

6

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
High School

7

WSC Comencement

•Noon Business &
Industry Exec @
WAED

•7am WAED Exec @ •10am Chamber
WHS ComWAED office
Coffee @ Amy Mill- mmencement
er Law Office
•Noon Business &
Industry @ The Max

•7am WAED Board
@ SMR

•10am Chamber
Coffee @Viaero
•5-7pm Business
After Hours @
Geno’s

•5:30pm City
Council

22

Friday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

•1pm-5pm Leadership Wayne @
Cobblestone Hotel

15

Thursday

24

25

26

27

28

31

1

2

3

4

Newsletter Articles
Due
•Noon Revitalize
Wayne TBD

•7:45 am Ag Task
Force @ Tacos &
More

•10am Chamber Coffee @
Providence
Medical Center

•10am Chamber
Coffee OPEN

June

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org

Special Events Committee Presents

a Business After Hours
Indoor Patio Party
at Geno’s

Friday,
May 20th
5-7 pm

$5 admission and cash bar
Light appetizers will be
served
Sponsored by BankFirst,
Eklhorn Valley Bank, F&M Bank and
State Nebraska Bank & Trust

WAYNE CHICKEN SHOW SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
$1000 and above - Grade A

Company banner displayed on stage and company representative
may introduce entertainment/stage show

Active link on www.chickenshow.com website

Name included in printed brochure (must be received by May 15)

Name announced throughout events
$500-999 - Rooster





Active Link on www.chickenshow.com website
Name included in printed brochure (must be received by May 15)
Name prominently displayed on site of contest or facility
Opportunity to introduce, judge, or award prizes at event

$100-499 - Hen





Listed on www.chickenshow.com website
Name included in printed brochure (must be received by May 15)
Opportunity to introduce, judge, or award prizes at event
Recognition on day of event

Under $100 - Chick

Listed on www.chickenshow.com website

Recognition on day of event
Scrambler - In-Kind

Same as above according to fair market value

Free Nebraska Workshops
for

Innovative
Clean Energy
Businesses
SPEAKER:

Matthew Ringer
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Golden, Colorado

2016 Dates &
Locations
May 9, Kearney

2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Ockinga Center Conference Room
UNK, 2505 20th Avenue

May 10, Scottsbluff
8:00 am - 11:00 am
4502 Avenue I

Registration Deadline May 6th

May 31, Omaha

2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
UNO Mammel Hall Auditorium
6708 Pine Street

June 1, Norfolk

Technical Areas

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
City Council Chambers
309 North 5th Street

The vouchers can be used in the following technical areas:

June 2, Lincoln

l

Advanced
Manufacturing

Bioenergy
l Buildings
l Fuel Cells
l

What is it?

Eligible small businesses with
500 employees or less can request
a voucher for use at a National
Laboratory valued between
$50,000 and $300,000. The U.S.
Department of Energy’s Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy (EERE) is putting the
world-class resources of the
national labs at your fingertips with
the Small Business Vouchers Pilot.
Through 2016, EERE is providing
up to $20 million in vouchers
so that small businesses can

Geothermal
l Solar
l Vehicles
l Water
l Wind
l

8:00 am - 11:00 am
NIC Innovation Commons
Boardroom, 2nd Floor
2021 Transformation Drive
Registration Deadline May 27th

request technical assistance from
national labs to help bring the next
generation of clean technologies to
market.

More Information

Visit www.sbv.org to learn
more about the program and to find
out if your business qualifies.
For agenda and registration,
visit the website listed below.
Questions about the workshops?
Contact Doris Jansky at
402.471.3538 or Wei Jing at
402.554.6270.

FREE registration at http://bit.ly/26aANou

P.O. Box 95085
521 South 14th Street #300
Lincoln, NE 68509
Phone: 402.471.2867
Fax: 402.471.3064
Email: energy@nebraska.gov
Website: http://www.neo.ne.gov

