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Leadership Wayne VII Graduates 19

On May 10, Leadership
Wayne graduated 19 “new”
leaders to expand their
professional and personal
skills at work and in the
community at large. This
graduate session, held at the
Cobblestone Hotel, included
a panel of four local leaders
discussing the importance
of getting involved in the
community. They told the
graduates that while the
involvement typically helps
their “bottom line” at work,
the involvement is a passion
they have found to give back.
The panel, comprised of
Chele Meisenbach, Jeaney
Staff
Harris, Brett Kramer and
Wes Blecke
Mike Varley, cautioned the
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org new graduates not to spread
Irene Fletcher
themselves too thin and
Assistant Director
instead find those areas they
ifletcher@wayneworks.org are truly passionate about to
Jessi Hansen
pursue.
Office Manager
The last session also had
jehansen@wayneworks.org
the traditional evaluations,
Spencer Shadden
both formal and informal,
Office Assistant
of the program. This year’s
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class, like every class since
the inception of the program,
really enjoyed the trip to the
State Capitol. The session was
ended with certificates being
presented to each graduate
by Wayne State College
President, Dr. Marysz Rames.
The day was capped off by a
picnic-style dinner catered
by Pac N Save.

Leadership Wayne just
completed its 7th year. It
has now graduated 131
people. The next session,
Leadership Wayne VIII, will
start taking applications in
mid-July. If you would like
any more information about
the program, please contact
the WAED office. We love
talking about the program!

Certificates of completion were awarded to
Leadership VII class (left to right) Andrea Zara,
Josie Broders, Jason Jorgensen, Larissa Buster,
Lexi Neeman, Kyle Greene, Char Detlefsen,
Mandy Backer, Terrance Davis, Jessica Wiggins,
Renee Kurpgeweit, Heidi Keller, Rhonda Sebade,
Casey Schroeder, Tim Reinhardt, Bryce Meyer,
and Lindsay McLaughlin. Graduates not present
include Kessy Hanson and Misty Brasch.

www.wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Leadership Wayne 2.0?
Discussion has started
about taking Leadership
Wayne to the next level
by creating a 2.0 version.
Simply stated, this would
be more of an advanced
leadership class. Leadership
Wayne 1.0 has been very
successful, so the talk has
turned to doing more with
leadership development for
the Wayne area. While the
discussion is just starting,
2.0 could be a class for
past Leadership Wayne
graduates to gain additional
skills and expereince. What
this looks like is still being
determined.

A small group of past
Leadership Wayne graduates
will be meeting with Wes
Blecke and Carroll Welte in
the near future to continue
this conversation. They will
then turn to past students
and the community at large
to help determine what a
2.0 curriculum would look
like. Would this class only
be for previous leadership
graduates, or for anyone in
the community? Would this
be for Wayne Area residents,
or would it extend to others
in Northeast Nebraska? How
would a “2.0” positively or
negatively affect the current

1.0 class? Would it focus on
entrepreneurship/business
leadership, or would it focus
more on the community/
political leadership? Would
businesses be asked to help
sponsor this program or
would WAED subsidize
the program as it does 1.0?
Would tuition cover the
expense or would there be
grant money available to
start the program (like there
was to start 1.0)? There are
many more questions than
answers at this point, but
the potential is there for this
program to happen.
If you have any ideas of

what a Leadership Wayne
2.0 might include, contact
the WAED office. Successful
communities
cultivate
and grow new leaders.
Leadership Wayne 1.0’s
mission is “to motivate and
empower citizens committed
to building vibrant and
prosperous
communities
and workplaces for today
and tomorrow.” How could
a Leadership Wayne 2.0
expand and enhance this
mission? It is exciting to
imagine the possibilities!

Wayne Community Housing Has a New Director
Megan
Weaver
has
recently joined Wayne
Community
Housing
as the new Executive
Director. Megan comes
from Siouxland Interstate
Metropolitan
Planning
Council (SIMPCO) in
Sioux City where she was
the Housing Manager and
community/economic
development planner for a
five county region in Iowa and
Dakota County in Nebraska.

She has worked with
various housing programs
including purchase/rehab/
resell,
owner-occupied
rehabilitation, and down
payment
assistance
administering over a million
dollars of state, federal,
and private funds. Megan
is certified to administer
community development
block grants (CDBG) for
local municipalities and
hopes to include that in the

It’s the month of June,
the month of leaves
and roses, when
pleasant sights salute
the eyes, and pleasant
scents the noses.
Nathaniel Parker Willis

Contributions to the
Wayne Fireworks Display
can be sent to
Light Up the Sky
PO Box 275
Wayne NE 68787

services WCHDC can offer
in the future. Ms. Weaver is
eager to build on the success
of WCHDC’s programs and
further promote affordable
housing opportunities in
northeast Nebraska. Her
office is located at 108 West
3rd Street in Wayne.
Megan and her husband,
Brady, live in Wakefield
with their four children:
Rylan (13), Jocelyn (11),
Megan Weaver, WCHDC
Alexia (8) and Alyssa (5).
Executive Director

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org

Wayne Works Exchange

Up and Down Main Street
Thanks to organizational efforts by Nancy Johnson, volunteers from First National
Bank of Omaha-Wayne Service Center spent one sunny
afternoon planting pink and
purple Wave petunias in the
downtown flower pots. With
help from volunteer Verdel Lutt, who is taking on
the task of keeping the pots
watered, along with businesses along the street who
also keep watch over the
pots, they should scream a
blooming welcome all summer long.
The Revitalize
Wayne All Hands committee continues to meet each
month on the 2nd Tuesday
at 8 am in the South Meeting
Room. Following an agenda
that reports the happenings
of each of the 4-point committees, the group continues
to work on any projects at
hand.
The group has also been
meeting over noon on the

4th Wednesday of each ty for anyone to participate
month to network. At the in the activities. Meetings
May Tuesday morning are always open and new
meeting, the group decided members are encouraged to
to change that up to acco- attend, whether for a desmodate committee volun- ignated term or to work on
teers. The Promotions com- specific projects or events.
mittee will meet regularly at
6pm at the Coffee
Shoppe on a date
yet to be estblished.
The Design committee will continue to
meet as needed according to ongoing
projects. Economic
Restructuring and
Organization will
have time following
the set agenda at
each Tuesday morning meeting.
While all of the Revitalize Wayne committees focus on the
Volunteers from First National
downtown district,
Bank of Omaha-Wayne Service
there is considerable Center pose for the camera
overlap community after planting the flower pots
wide and opportuni- on Main Street.

All Partners Meeting
Wayne Area Economic
Development/Chamber/
Main Street will hold the
annual planning session
in conjunction with a joint
partners meeting on June 28
from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm in
the North Meeting Room of
the City Auditorium. Partner
entities who are invited
and/or have participated
in the past include the City
of Wayne, Wayne County,
Wayne Community Schools,

Providence Medical Center,
Wayne
State
College,
Nebraska Public Power
District, Northeast Nebraska
Public
Power
District,
Nebraska Department of
Economic
Development,
Northeast
Nebraska
Economic
Development
District and Black Hills
Energy.
At the All Partners
Meeting, information is
gathered from the partners,

the past year is reviewed, and
priorities for the following
year are identified. The
priorities will be submitted
to the WAED Board of
Directors for discussion and
adoption. This process is
imortant to direct the office
staff and set budget priorities
for the next year.
If you are interested in
attending, please contact Wes.
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2016 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Nancy Johnson
Vice Chair
Mike Powicki*
Co-Secretary
Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Mick Kemp
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2016 Business &
Industry Committee
BJ Woehler
Chair
Travis Meyer
Chair-elect
Corby Schweers
Past Chair
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
Jason Barelman
Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain
Erin Eilers
Adam Endicott
Curt Frye*
Lowell Johnson
Dick Keidel
Brian Kufner
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
Mark Lenihan
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Angela Pravecek
Sarah Surber
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2nd Quarter Congeniality Award
Recognized for his cheerful customer service, Peyton
Schmidt, a cashier supervisor
at Pac ‘N’ Save, was presented the 2nd Quarter Wayne
Ambassador Congeniality
Award. Peyton was surprised
by the Ambassador courtesy
call and graciously accepted his award. He told the
group of his plans to move to
pursue a degree at Milford.

37 Days and Clucking...
The 36th Annual Wayne
Chicken Show is right
around the corner and
WAED has found a fun way
to get the word out. Using
social media outlets like
Facebook and Twitter, pictures will be posted of two
disguised not so scrambled
eggs, wearing an egg outfit,
a chicken hat, and sunglasses. And because this year’s
theme is Cluck And Roll,
they will be rocking out on
guitars. These pictures will
be taken at different locations, each one being a wellknown site in Wayne. There
will be chances to win prizes
for correctly guessing who
the over easy eggs are and
where the photo was taken. You can guess by simply
commenting on the picture.
The trivia game is a fun way
to involve the community
while also promoting the
Chicken Show. Be sure to like
Wayne, NE on Facebook and
follow @WayneNE68787 on
twitter for more details and

a chance to win.
This year, Friday night
stage entertainment will be
provided by Headwind. The
original Headwind band
first preformed in Emerson in 1976. More recently
the band performed at Emerson’s Q125 Celebration
and plays regularly in the
area.
The Front Porch Pickers
will play in the bandshell
at Bressler Park at noon on
Saturday. Sons of Satan will

play from 8 pm-midnight in
the City Auditorium for the
Wayne Schools Foundation.
The Chicken Show will close
Sunday with the Journeymen Quartet performing at
2pm at Journey Christian
Church.
Chicken show brochures
will be printed and distributed soon. The chickenshow.com website is the best
source for up to date information and parade registration forms.

Unidentified good eggs are promoting the 36th
Annual Wayne Chicken Show.

www.wayneworks.org
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Ag Task Force Road Trip
It is rare these days to get
inside a hog growing facility but you will have the opportunity to tour a new 2,400
head wean to market barn
on Monday, June 6. BS Ag
Unlimited is hosting an Open
house for the public from 2
pm until 7 pm that day. The
Wayne Ag Task Force encourages the business community to support our rural
partners and see first hand
what production ag looks
like in Wayne county. If anyone would like to go with a
group, the Ag Task Force
invites you to gather at the
WAED office at 3 pm to carpool to the facility located
about 10 miles out of town,
with plans to return by 4 pm
at the earliest.

The Ag Task Force also mation that they knew about
sponsored Pizza and Agri- agriculture, learned about
culture, an annual ag aware- various agriculture careers,
ness project for 4th grade and about the ingredients in
students. Mrs. Hix, Mrs. Jan- pizza and the importance that
ke, and Mrs. Stewart all of agriculture plays in feeding
Wayne and Mrs. Schaver of the world. Students comWinside invited Amy Topp, pleted the session by making
Nebraska Extension Educa- their own mini pizza.
tor from the
UNL Extension Office
in
Wayne
County
to
share with
students the
role that agriculture plays
in producing
the ingredients in pizza. Students of Mrs. Hix show off the
Students dis- pizzas they created with Mrs. Topp
cussed infor- for a Pizza in Agriculture lesson.

Vendor Golf Set for July 21
Wayne area businesses are
invited to set aside one special day this summer to show
appreciation for your vendors. For the past 29 years,
the Wayne Business and Industry group has hosted a
Vendor Golf Invitational on
the third Thursday of July.
This recreational event is
a way to bring businesses
and vendors together while
showcasing our community
and our fine golf course. It is
a great way to show appreciation to the vendors that serve
your business on a regular
basis. You are encouraged to
invite out-of-town vendors to

join you in a fun day on the
course. Non-golfers are also
welcome to come and enjoy
the day which culminates
with a steak dinner.
As in previous years there
will be a Million Dollar
Hole-in-One contest. New
this year is a putting contest.
There will also be raffle tickets sold for prizes including
a driver, putter and golf bag.
Several betting holes will be
staffed by local volunteers
and pin prizes are awarded
for every hole.
A marketing opportunity to
sponsor a golf hole is available to your business. If you

are a participating team, you
may sponsor a golf hole for
$100. If you are not registering a team in the outing, the
sponsorship will cost $150.
Hole sponsors will be able to
have a display and/or a representative at your designated
hole if desired.
Contact the Wayne Area
Economic Development Office at (402) 375-2240 or
email info@wayneworks.org
if you have questions or need
further information. A registration from is included with
this newsletter and should
be returned with payment by
June 30 to secure your spot.
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2016 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett
Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

2016 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Jason Claussen
Justin Davis
Josh Hopkins*
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson

www.wayneworks.org
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Farmers Market Opens June 8
The season opening date
for the Wayne Farmers
Market has been established
as Wednesday June 8. The
market will be open every
Wednesday from 4-7 pm and
every Saturday fron 9 am to
noon on the grounds of the
Wayne County Courthouse.
The volunteer planning
committee hosted a Farmers
Market meeting in May,
attended by vendors and
customers who are excited
about the new season.
Several new vendors, as
well as seasoned vendors,
were present and indicated
that they will set up regularly
with the market as the
growing season allows. The
group is planning additional
marketing through Facebook
so customers will be able to
track special events and learn
about featured produce as it
is available. Customers can
expect the usual fruits and
vegetables, eggs and honey,

jam, jelly, and salsa, bread
and other baked goods as
well as home made health
and beauty products. All
items sold at the market
must be grown or made by
the vendor. Vendor permits
will be available for purchase
at the Wayne Area Economic
Development office, $10 per
market or $50 for a season
permit.
The Farmers Market
Planning Committee is also
seeking business sponsors

who are willing to contribute
funds that can be used to
further promote the market
and subsidize some of
the special events that are
planned for the season.
Anticipated special events
will include the market’s
featured entertainer, Alan
Bruflat, Yoga on the Green
sponsored by Providence
Wellness Center, and an
occassional tailgate or bbq
using market produce.

Biggest Loser Community Results
With 18 teams from Wayne
competing, there were some
Biggest Loser Community
Challenge winners. In the
team competition, PMC
Wellness Wolfpack placed 64
out of the top 200 teams. The
Top 1000 Individuals from
across the nation included:

171 Robin Johnson
544 Patty Wieland
599 Justin Dutcher
616 Tammie Thomsen
664 Michael Cavenee
645 Erica Diediker
705 Katie Kvols
961 Heidi Keller
Congratulations all and

thanks to everyone who
participated in this contest to
reinforce a healthy lifestyle.
While the challenge is
complete, it is hoped that
participants enjoyed the
process and are feeling better
for their efforts.

Wayne Works Exchange
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June 2016 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

Thursday

2

3

4

9

10

11

17

18

•4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog Pub

6
•3pm Ag Task
Force Tour

12

19

13

• 5:30pm
Chicken
Show Committee @
Bressler Park

20

7

•8 am Organization@ WAED

8

•8am Marketing @
Tacos&More

•8am Revitalize
Wayne @SMR

•7am WAED Exec @ •10am Chamber
WAED office
Coffee @ Beck Ag

15

16

•7am WAED Board
@ SMR
•noon-1pm &
5:30-6:30pm Comprehensive Plan
Open House @ City
Auditorium

21

Newsletter Articles
Due

•No Chamber
Coffee
•Noon Business &
Industry Exec @
WAED

•Noon Business &
Industry @ The Max

•5:30pm City
Council

14

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

1

5

Friday

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ Pac ‘N’
Save

22

23

24

25

29

30

1

2

•10am Chamber
Coffee @ OPEN

•5:30pm City
Council
•6pm Promotions
Group @ Coffee
Shoppe

26

27

• 5:30pm
Chicken
Show Committee @
SMR

28

•4pm CRA
•5:30pm Partners
Meeting @ North
Meeting Room

•7:45 am Ag Task
Force @ Tacos &
More

•10am Chamber
Coffee OPEN

July

www.wayneworks.org

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Wayne Works Exchange
Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for
the greater community on behalf of all of its
residents.
www.wayneworks.org
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Thursday, July 21, 2016
Wayne Country Club
Wayne, Nebraska
$110 Per Person includes:
Green Fees
Free Beverages 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sack Lunch & Steak Dinner
Gifts & Prizes
Raffle Prizes Include:
Driver Putter Golf Bag

Putting Contest
$1,000,000 Hole in One Opportunity*
*Paid out in an Annuity

Schedule of Events
10:00 a.m. Registration
10:30 a.m. Welcome
11:00 a.m. Tee Off w/ Sack Lunch
Dinner & Awards Immediately Following
**Only soft spikes are allowed at the Wayne Country Club**
Pin Prizes: Vendors wishing to donate pin prizes
may bring them to the registration table

Entry Form
*Registration will be open to all on first come, first serve basis.*
All Reservations and Fees due June 30, 2016
Mail to:
Wayne Area Economic Development—108 W. 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
Any questions, call: (402) 375-2240 or e-mail info@wayneworks.org

Business: ____________________________________________________________
Contact: _____________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________________________________
E-Mail:_______________________________________________________________
Team Members:
(1)_________________________________________________________
(2) ________________________________________________________
(3) ________________________________________________________
(4) ________________________________________________________
$ ________ Players at $110 Each
________ Specify # of carts needed to rent
$ ________ Carts at $30 Each
$ ________ Raffle Tickets (1-$5, 3-$10, or 7-$20)
(may purchase day of event - must be present to win)
$_________ Participating Sponsor $100
Non-Participating Sponsor $150
$ ________ Dinner for non-golfer $15 Each

$____________ TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED

You’re Invited to an Open House!
Take a tour of our newest

2,400 Head Wean-to-Market Barn

Monday, June 6, 2016
2:00 – 7:00 PM
(Food and beverages provided)

BS Ag Unlimited, LLC – 57230 849th Rd., Wayne, NE 68787

Hosted by:
 BS Ag Unlimited, LLC
 Bank First
 Green Gable Contracting
 Automated Production Systems (AP)
 Pharmgate Animal Health
 EPS Buildings
 NE Pork Producers Association
 A-FAN
 The Maschhoffs, LLC

2017 Farm Bureau Rural Entrepreneurship Challenge:











The Farm Bureau Rural Entrepreneurship Challenge, now in its third year, is a
business competition for entrepreneurs with agriculture and food business ideas
that positively impact rural communities in the U.S. This is the first national
business competition focused exclusively on rural entrepreneurs working on food
and agriculture businesses.
A total of $145,000 in startup funds will be distributed to 10 ag and food business
in rural communities
Applications for the challenge will be accepted online beginning May 1 through
June 30, 2016
To be eligible, applicants need to 1) be a current Farm Bureau member, 2) have
a business related to agriculture or food, and 3) have a for-profit business.
Competitors must have an idea for a business that is related directly or indirectly
to food and agriculture. Business directly related to food and agriculture include
farms or ranches, value-added food processing, food hubs, communitysupported agriculture programs (CSAs), farm-to-table restaurants and farmers’
markets. Businesses indirectly related to food and agriculture include food and
support serves such as crop scouting, agritourism, ag advertising agencies and
ag tech companies that develop apps.
The top 10 teams will be announced in October. This includes six teams who will
win $10,000 in startup funds and four finalist teams who advance to compete for
$85,000 in a live competition at AFBF’s 98th Annual Convention in Phoenix,
Arizona, January 7-9, 2017.
NEW 2017: To become more inclusive of rural businesses, this year we
have removed the requirement that businesses be located in counties with
fewer than 50,000 residents or towns with fewer than 2,500 residents. We
found examples of many rural businesses that are located in counties that
also contain highly populated cities with overall populations of more than
50,000.

For more information contact Audrey Smith at audreys@nefb.org

