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2017 - Ready or Not!

Are you kidding me?
Twenty Seventeen? I “ask”
this as just this morning I
was hand writing a personal
check for Chamber Bucks and
I wrote a “1” down to start
the year. I was seriously going
to write 19XX-something
for the year. It really made
me think that we all need
to slow down at times and
enjoy where we are with our
lives, the many blessings we
have, and truly appreciate the
people around us that make
our community what it is
To review 2016….
B u s i n e s s
development was rather
WAED Team
“typical” for much of 2016 but
has really picked up in the 4th
Wes Blecke
quarter (retail in particular).
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org This type of activity isn’t
usually seen until spring.
Irene Fletcher
You never know how many
Assistant Director
ifletcher@wayneworks.org of these potential projects
will come to fruition, but
Jessi Hansen
the excitement of these new
Office Manager
and existing entrepreneurs
jehansen@wayneworks.org
is quite contagious! Stay
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tuned…
An exciting industrial
expansion project that can
now be seen is Williams
Form Engineering (WFE)
addition. WFE will be adding
40,000 additional square
feet to its manufacturing
facility next spring. While
a few developers/existing
businesses have inquired
about the CRA property (21
acres of the former Pacific
Coast Feather facility plus
previously
City
owned
property), this property is
still for sale. Contact me if
you have any interest!!

during the 4th quarter
of 2016, I hope current
(and even past and future)
residents realize all that
Wayne does have to offer and
builds on those assets towards
the future. One initiative
that Wayne Area Economic
Development assisted with
this past year was the visibility
of the Wayne Area Legacy
Fund (an affiliate fund of
the Nebraska Community
Foundation). The hope is
that the success of this fund
will help with development
in the community for years to
come. WAED’s role now will
be to promote philanthropy
in the community. We have
such amazing foundations,
churches,
and
service
organizations in Wayne and
WAED will make a concerted
effort in 2017 to help promote
“giving local.” Another large
undertaking by WAED this
past year was starting an
Building on the “Wayne’s advanced leadership class
Got It” marketing campaign (Leadership Wayne 2.0). This
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2017 (continued)
initial class of 12 will help
set the tone for advanced
leadership in the future.
While not a prerequisite,
Leadership Wayne alumni
are likely to shape the
direction on this program.
Another great ongoing
effort is happening between
the business community

and Wayne Community
Schools (WCS). Both are
determined to help with
the labor shortage and
training issues we are seeing
throughout the Midwest.
This open communication
continues to strengthen.
Mark
your
calendars
for January 11 for this

discussion to deepen as part
of the reVISION process
that WCS is currently in
the middle of. (see page 2
for more information about
this from Superintendent of
Schools, Mark Lenihan.
As the saying goes, “The
bad news is time flies..the
good news is you are the

pilot.” Make 2017 what
you want it to be. From
the Wayne Area Economic
Development | Chamber |
Main Street organization to
ALL, have a very happy, safe
and prosperous New Year.

Chicken Show 2017

Annual Banquet

The 2017 Chicken Show fowl spirit for the Wayne
t-shirts are now available Chicken Show and add to
at the WAED office. With your t-shirt collection.
the theme “Good Life...
Great Place to Roost”, these
shirts help commemorate
the “revised” slogan (The
Good Life) for the State
of Nebraska and celebrate
Nebraska’s 150th birthday
while showcasing the 37th
annual show.
T shirt prices are $18 for
shirts youth XS - adult XL.
Adult 2XL and 3XL prices
are $20 each. Last year’s
shirts (tie-dyed Cluck &
Roll) are now $10 & $12.
Most sizes are still available.
Also note that the WAED
office does accept major
credit cards. Show your

As we approach the
new year, we have Annual
Banquet on the brain,
and the Super Bowl and
resolutions, but mainly
the Annual Banquet! The
theme this year is Happy
150th Birthday! We will be
acknowledging Nebraska’s
big bash on two occasions
this year with the Annual
Banquet and The Chicken
Show! Mark your calendars
for Sunday, January 29th
with social time at 6:00 and
6:30 welcome. Chartwells
will cater the meal as they
have done in the past, but
we are hoping to switch
the menu up just a bit.
Entertainment is sure to be
another crowd pleaser as

Be always at war
with your vices, at
peace with your
neighbors, and let
each New Year find
you a better person
~ Benjamin Franklin ~

Starting at the

Silver Investor level,

your business gets
a free ad in this
newsletter. Talk to
the office for more
details!

SAVE THE DATE:
Bike Ride Across
Nebraska will be
overnighting in
Wayne on
Wednesday June 7

well. There will be a silent
auction to raise money for
a WSC scholarship. Feel
free to drop off donations
at the WAED office, or
any member of the Special
Events committee will gladly
come see you. Individual
tickets are $25 and tables of
six can be reserved for $175.
The reserved tables do
include a complementary
drink ticket. Speaking of
drinks, there will be a cash
bar. The Special Events
committee is flattered that
our event has sold out in
the past and we are looking
forward to another well
attended shindig!

Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner
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Up and Down Main Street
Eight cards were drawn
in the Holiday Stamp Card
Promotion
that
began
November 17, for a total of
$700 in cash prizes.

to reconvene the Retail Think
Please watch for a meeting
Tank to review the past notice and make plans to
promotions and chart a path participate or designate so
for 2017 Retail Promotions. your ideas can be considered.
While downtown is the
focus of Revitalize Wayne,
Main Street programs
across the United States
share similar stories and are
great inspirations for what
we can do here. One way to
keep up with national events
is through the new electronic
magazine:
The inaugural edition of
State of Main is now available
for electronic preview at
the following: http://www.
mainstreet.org/main-street/
state-of-main/NMSC15_
SofM_COMP_F.PDF
Jessi Hansen (left) helps Josie and Mason Ley
Serving as both an annual
draw 2 $200 winners in this year’s stamp card report and an industry
promotion. Matt Ley (right) looks on.
journal, State of Main
provides a detailed look
Each eligible card had this is the committee that is back on all that we have
$100 spent in Wayne at a designated to community accomplished together this
participating business. The wide retail promotions. The year, as well as a platform to
WAED office had over 9000 Retail Think Tank is what we explore cutting edge ideas
completed cards turned in!
call that segment of Revitalize and trends in the commercial
Winning $50 each this year Wayne.
district revitalization field.
were Dan Fehringer, Jordan
Hanson, Joanie Roberts,
Renee Lamplot, Ruth Victor
and Katie Wynia.
Winning $200 each in
the final drawing were Mary
Surber and Andrea Klinetobe
Thank you to all the
businesses who participated
in the promotion as well as
all of the customers who took
time to enter the drawings
while they shopped in Wayne
At a recent Chamber Coffee, Matt Ley (standing
this holiday season.
on desk) acknowledges SNB employees and
------------------------As we begin the new year, the communty for helping SNB kickoff its 125th
Revitalize Wayne would like year as a business in Wayne.
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2017 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Nancy Johnson
Vice Chair
Mike Powicki*
Co-Secretary
Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Melodee Younts

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2017 Business &
Industry Committee
Travis Meyer
Chair
Mick Kemp*
Chair-elect
BJ Woehler
Past Chair
Angela Pravecek
Secretary
Jason Barelman
Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain
Erin Eilers
Adam Endicott
Curt Frye
Lowell Johnson
Dick Keidel
Brian Kufner
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
Mark Lenihan
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Corby Schweers
Adam Severson
Jill Sweetland
Sarah Surber
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From the Desk of the Superintendent
of Wayne Community Schools, Mr. Mark Lenihan
Wayne
Community
Schools recently received
a grant from the Nebraska
Department of Education
to participate in a strategic
planning process called
reVISION. The purpose of
reVISION is to align our
Career Education programs
with Nebraska’s economic
and workforce development
priorities. This will help us
ensure that our students
leave high school with
the knowledge and skills
required for employment
or the continuation into a
postsecondary
education
program. We know that
education plays a critical
role in training a qualified
workforce that meets local
and regional workforce
needs of today and tomorrow,
and the reVISION process
is designed to bridge the
gap that may exist between
education and employment.
As key business leaders,
we need your help! We
are hosting a Community
Engagement
Meeting
on Wednesday, January
11, 2017 at the Elkhorn
Valley Bank Community
Room in Wayne from
5:00 - 7:00 P.M. A light
dinner and refreshments
will be provided starting at
5:00. We need your input
in helping us align our
Career Education courses
with local, regional, and
state workforce demands,
and we also are seeking

input on the knowledge and
skills that students need for
jobs in our local/regional
economy. This work will
help us identify new (or
revise) Career Education
Programs of Study and
courses that could be offered
in our schools. Through this
work, Wayne High School
students will experience
multiple pathways of college
and career preparation.

This
information
will
be used to help develop
an action plan for the
Career Education system
in Wayne Community
Schools, which will allow
us to secure additional
funding from the Nebraska
Department of Education
for implementation in the
next school year.
We hope to have a great
turnout of our business

During this meeting,
we will share an overview
of our current Career
Education courses and
programs, and we will
provide information related
to the workforce projections
in our local community.
The meeting will provide
an opportunity to give
input about your vision for
Wayne High School Career
Education system and how
it can provide a pathway
towards future careers in
our community, region, and
state. We hope you’ll “think
big” and be willing to share
honest, yet constructive,
feedback about our schools.

community!
If you are
interested in attending
please RSVP to Deb Daum,
Administrative Assistant to
the Superintendent at 402375-3150 or dedaum1@
waynebluedevils.org
by
January 9, 2017. Thanks in
advance for your help!
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New Board Members Elected
Ballots have been counted
and new representatives on
the Wayne Area Economic
Board of Directors will
take office at January’s
regular Board meeting.
The membership elected
the following people to the
2017-2019 term: Business
& Industry - Mick Kemp;
Revitalize Wayne - Matt Ley;
Justin Davis - Organization.
The new (2017) Executive
Board will be elected at
this Board meeting as
well. The current (2016)
Executive Board will make
the recommendation of the
following slate of candidates:

Matt Ley - President; Mike
Powicki - Vice President;
Lukas Rix - Secretary; and,
Jeaney Harris - Treasurer.
The Board will also be able
to nominate candidates from
the floor. We truly thank

Ken Kwapnioski (President
of the Board of Directors
for 2014-2016) for his years
of service to the Board and
organization.
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2017 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett
Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

Ag Outlook Seminar
Area
Agri-Businesses
sponsored the ninth Annual
Ag
Ouglook
Seminar
and Appreciation Lunch
on December 2. The first
presenter of the morning
was Marty Marx from the
Wayne Natural Resources
and Conservation Services
office. His topic, Soil HealthOur Health, demonstrated
the importance of good soil
management not only for
production agriculture, but
for sustainability and good
health.
Dr. Melissa Heithold
informed the group of the
impending changes due to the
Veterinary Feed Directive.
She shared the importance
of documentation for food

safety and what producers
need to do to meet the VFD
regulations.
Hilary Maricle shared
her family story as sixth
generation farmers in the
Albion area. She encouraged
the audience to talk about
their own farm story in off

the farm interactions.
Following the seminars,
a catered lunch was served
to those attending. Thanks
to all of the sponsoring
businesses who distributed
tickets to their customers.

2017 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Jason Claussen
Justin Davis*
Josh Hopkins

Marty
Marx,
Natural
Resources
and
Conservation Services, demonstrates soil
compaction at the 2017 Ag Outlook Seminar
and Appreciation Lunch.

Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Government Affairs activities
The
Government
Affairs Committee will
begin meeting for 2017 on
Tuesday, January 16 at 7:30
am at the Coffee Shoppe
in Downtown Wayne. This
committee helps guide
the WAED organization
in state and local policy
decisions that may affect
the business, education and
civic communities. We are
always looking for additional
committee members so feel
free to attend this meeting if
you have an interest in State
and Local politics. For our last
meeting of 2016 Legislative
District #17 Senator-elect
Joni Albrecht joined the
group to thank the voters
of Wayne County for their
support during the election
and discussed some of the
challenges and opportunities
she already sees for the
upcoming legislative session.
Joni stressed the need to
be fiscally responsible as a

large budget shortfalls looms
for this upcoming budget
session.
One of the first legislative
opportunities offered by
the Government Affairs
Committee in 2017 is to
attend the Nebraska State
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Annual Meeting
and Banquet on Thursday,
February 2 in Lincoln. We
take part in three educational
sessions on this day followed
by a reception and finally a
banquet. WAED will reserve
a table of 8 for the event.
There is another chance
to get in front of your
legislature by taking part
in the Northeast Nebraska
Chambers of Commerce
Day at the Capitol on
March 7. This is the 9th or
10th year that Northeast
Nebraska has held this day
to show legislators that we
have regional concerns that
we want to work together

on to see accomplished.
Roads is always a key topic
for the Northeast Nebraska
Chambers.
The other activity the
committee is busy planning
is the annual Northeast
Nebraska Legislative Forum
typically held at Wayne State
College. This is a forum
where area state senators
discuss the issues facing the
Nebraska Legislature during
the current session. While
details are just starting to
come into focus on this,
pencil in Friday April 7 for
this event in 2017.
If you want to know how
to get more involved with
this committee and the
affairs of your local and state
governments, contact Wes!

nebraskalegislature.gov

Invest in Wayne
The 2017 Membership
Investment drive is in full
swing. Thank you to those
member investors who have
helped support Wayne Area
Economic Development |
Chamber | Main Street over
the years. We truly could not
do what we do without your
time, talents and financial
contributions. Please let the

office know what we can do
to make the most out of your
membership. We continue
to evaluate what members
use us for the most and try
to enhance those services.
But we don’t know what
other services you want or
need from us unless you ask.
On this year’s investment
form we have asked you our

greatest strength and where
we have an opportunity to
become of better service.
Please don’t be shy and fill
these out honestly. We want
and value your opinions.
We look forward to working
with all of you again in 2017
and beyond!
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January 2017 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

1

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

3

Thursday

4

8 am Organization
Committee @
WAED
4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog

15

9

10

5:30 pm
Chicken
Show @ SMR

Leadership Wayne
@ Northeast
Nebraska Public
Power District
(9a-3p)

16

17

8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

7:30 am Gov’t
Affairs @ Coffee
Shoppe

5

11

8 am Marketing @
Tacos & More

29
6:00 pm Annual Banquet
@ WSC

23

30

24

8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

31

7:30 am Gov’t
Affairs @ Coffee
Shoppe

6

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Heritage
Homes

7

Noon B&I Exec @
WAED

12

7am WAED Exec @
WAED

13

14

20

21

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Brookdale

Noon B&I @ Tacos
& More

18

19

7 am WAED Board
@ SMR

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ the Coffee
Shoppe hosted by
WayneAmerica.com
(Mike Carnes)
Leadership Wayne 2.0
at Wayne Municipal
Airport (830a-3p)

5:30 pm City
Council

22

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

5:30 pm City
Council

8

Friday

25

26

27

28

2

3

4

Noon Ambassadors
@ TBD

1

Nebraska State
Chamber Annual
Meeting in Lincoln

10 am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
Wayne Rotary @
Elkhorn Valley
Bank meeting room

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Tacos &
More

Febuary

www.wayneworks.org
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

Happy Birthday
Nebraska
Wayne Area Economic
Development Annual Banquet
Sunday, January 29th 6:30pm
Wayne State Student Center
Social Time at 6:00pm

WSC.EDU

About the MBA Program
As a busy professional, you want to move ahead in your career, but getting away from the workplace to attend classes on a college
campus can be impossible. Wayne State’s online MBA program provides the perfect solution. Working professionals can earn a
high-quality MBA from anywhere in the world. On top of the convenience, the program is nationally ranked for affordability. The MBA
program is 30 credit hour, non-thesis, 100 percent online program with no required visits to campus. Tuition is a ﬂat $325.00 per credit
hour regardless of residency. Low cost doesn’t mean a sacriﬁce in terms of quality. Wayne State’s MBA classes are generally taught by
on-campus faculty with terminal degrees or appropriate credentials in their ﬁelds.
Wayne State College is accredited by the International Assembly for Collegiate Business Education (IACBE). Formed in 1997, IACBE
accredits business programs and colleges and universities worldwide that demonstrate characteristics of excellence, with more than
230 member educational institutions in more than 20 countries.
Wayne State College’s MBA program is proud of the signiﬁcant beneﬁts of accreditation by IACBA: Enhanced Reputation, Evidence of
Quality, Sharing of Best Practices, Public Accountability, and International Partnership Opportunities.

Wayne State Ranked
for Online MBA
The Wayne State MBA program has recently received high rankings on three independent ranking sites. These rankings have been
determined by low-cost and high-quality online education.
 
 
 

Ranked 14th out of 20 for best online MBA programs from Great College Deals.
Ranked among the top ﬁve online business degrees on The Best Master’s Degrees website.
Ranked 3rd out of 97 institutions from Get Educated: Best Buy Regional Online MBA.

“You’re getting a quality degree. Any
professional looking to enhance his or
her life should take advantage of the
opportunity to enroll in the MBA program.”
- Dr. Marysz Rames,
President, Wayne State College

“The MBA program ﬁlls a need for a lot
of people. The key word is value. There
is value for the time and money spent.”
- Professor Tim Garvin

“These ratings show that professionals and
students can get a high-quality
program at an affordable price. In 2015,
we had the second-largest graduating
class in the history of the MBA program.”
- Jenny Brandow,
Director of the MBA program

On average, there are approximately 100 students enrolled in the program every semester. Goals have been established with the help
of Dr. Marysz Rames, president of Wayne State College, to strengthen the program and increase enrollment and graduation rates.
Now is the time for you take advantage of this great opportunity! Registration begins Nov. 14, 2016, for the Spring 2017 semester.
Please contact Jennifer Brandow, MBA Director • Wayne State College • mba@wsc.edu • 402-375-7587

