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Celebrating at the Annual Banquet

The 2017 Wayne Area
Economic
Development
| Chamber | Main Street
Annual
Banquet
was
held on Sunday, January
29, at the WSC Kanter
Student Center. Chartwells
catered a delicious buffet
for the crowd of over 200.
The room was festively
decorated for the theme
this year “Happy Birthday
Nebraska” as we celebrate
our 150th anniversary of
statehood this year.
The evening began with
welcome remarks by Wes
Blecke and then the Special
Events
committee
was
WAED Team
acknowledged: Jen Claussen,
Sara Bebee, Lukas Rix,
Wes Blecke
Abby Schademann, Jeaney
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org Harris, Laura Robinette,
Sheryl Summerfield, Melissa
Irene Fletcher
Urbanec, and the office team
Assistant Director
ifletcher@wayneworks.org of Jessi Hansen, and Irene
Fletcher. Individuals who
Jessi Hansen
served on the Educator,
Office Manager
Citizen,
Business
and
jehansen@wayneworks.org
Patron of the Year selection
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committees were thanked,
as well as all the businesses
and organizations who
contributed items to this

a Chamber tradition in its
30th year. At the close of
the evening over $1,900 was
raised from the auction.

Jessi Hansen presents the 2016 Wayne Area
Economic Development Most Valuable Patron
Award to the Wayne Volunteer Fire Department

year’s silent auction. A
portion of the proceeds from
the silent auction will fund
an annual scholarship to
Wayne State College. This is

First speaker of the
evening was newly elected
senator for District 17, Joni
Albrecht, who shared what
has happened in the first

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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...Annual Banquet continued
days of the 2017 Legislative
session. Following Senator
Albrecht’s remarks, Bill
Dickey gave the Innvocation.
Then it was time for the
meal, but to determine
which tables went first to the
buffet, a Nebraska history
bingo game was called by
Lukas Rix.
Following the meal,
Jessi Hansen made her way
to the podium to reveal
some of the annual award
winners. The Most Valuable
Patron Award is awarded
annually
to
recognize
an individual, business
or organization who has
significantly
supported
Wayne Area Economic
Development throughout
the year or years. The 2016
MVP was introduced as an
organization that you hope
you never have to encounter.
But when you need them,
you need them now! The
Wayne Volunteer Fire
Department is that entity.
Business recruitment and
retention rely heavily on the
strength of our volunteer
fire department. Whether
it is responding to disasters
The important thing
today is not what we say
of Lincoln but what
Lincoln would say of us if
he were here in this hour
and could note the drift
and tendency in
American life and
American politics.
~Stephen Samuel Wise

like the 2013 tornado or to
routine false alarms to the
college, the department
is always there when you
need them. Each member
dedicates time in training,
meetings, and responding to
calls that non-department
members have a difficultly
realizing the true passion
and commitment members
have to the department
and to our community’s
safety. Besides their overall
community involvement,
the Wayne Volunteer Fire
Department is known for
annual breakfasts where

they feed over 1000 people.
They host Chamber Coffee
annually to educate the
business community about
fire
prevention
week.
Leadership Wayne utilizes
the great space in the
meeting room for sessions
on “Change and Conflict
Resolution”, and we hold
many other Chamber events
there including legislative
forums, and the Annual
Ag Outlook Seminar and
Appreciation Lunch.
Business of the Year
Awards
are
separated
into those Wayne Area

Large Business of the Year- Heritage Homes

Economic
Development
member investors who
have 10 or fewer full time
employees
and
those
who have 11 or more.
Business success as well as
community involvement by
the owners/management,
the employees and the
business itself are weighed
heavily in the selection
process.
The 2016 Large Business
of the Year opened its
facility and built its first
product in Wayne the same
year Pete Rose collected
his 3000th hit, the Bee
Gees were “Stayin’ Alive”,
and Vice President Hubert
Humphry was laid to rest.
“So God Made A Farmer”
was first read by Paul
Harvey. The year was 1978
and the first Heritage Home
rolled off the lot. Employees
and the owners of Heritage
Homes are very active in
our community where they
can be seen volunteering on
the Wayne Volunteer Fire
Department, Rotary, Toast
Masters, coaching youth
athletics, in local churches,
serving on Wayne Area
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner
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Chiropractic treats patients
very well as they continue to
grow the practice, but just as
impressive is that they treat
the community the same
way. Whether it is supporting
the local schools with supply
drives or the matching donor
program,
organizing toy
drives every Christmas for
those children less fortunate,
Herman Chiropractic has
also made an area child’s
wish come true through the
Make-A-Wish Foundation,
and is ready next to focus
on St Judes Children’s cancer
research hospital. The giving
Small Business of the Year- Herman Chiropractic
nature and community
Economic Development and expanded again, this time support
from
Herman
City of Wayne committees moving to a brand new Chiropractic and Dr. Joelle
and more. The terms TEAM, 5000 square foot facility, Herman have earned them
FAMILY, GREAT WORK where currently there are this award.
ENVIRONMENT are often 7 staff members and soon
At this time in the
used to describe this Large to be 3 doctors. Herman program,
Wes
Blecke
Business of the Year. With
around 110 employees,
Heritage Homes is an
anchor business in Wayne
AMERICA.
This year’s Small Business
of the Year has not been
around as long as the Large
Business of the Year. The
current business owner
began working the same
year Janet Jackson had a
“wardrobe malfunction”, Ken
Jennings won 74 games and
$2.5 million on Jeopardy,
Usher was on fire as was the
popularity of the Atkins and
South Beach diets. Two years
later in 2006, the owner
purchased a practice and
relocated out of a house. Educators of the Year- Sylvia and Rocky Ruhl
By 2015 the business had
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Chair
Nancy Johnson
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Mike Powicki*
Co-Secretary
Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
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Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
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Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.
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...Annual Banquet Conclusion
recognized the current Board
members for Wayne Area
Economic Development |
Chamber | Main Street, and
two who recently completed
their terms. Josh Hopkins
and Curt Frey were thanked
for their past service to the
board. As Ken Kwapnioski

Year, teased the audience
as she revealed the 2016
Educator of the Year
with descriptive words:
Dedication.
Self-less.
Commitment.
Sacrifice.
A few decades ago, this
educator of the year came to
the Wayne school system. In

Gary Boehle
Ken Chamberlain
Erin Eilers
Adam Endicott
Curt Frye
Lowell Johnson
Matt Jones
Dick Keidel
Brian Kufner
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
Mark Lenihan
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Keith Moje
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Corby Schweers
Adam Severson
Jill Sweetland
Sarah Surber
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Citizen of the Year Bill Reeg is congratulated
by previous recipient Randy Pedersen.

made his way to the podium,
Wes listed his predecesors
Denny Linster 2006, Mark
Shults 2007, Curt Frye 2008
& 2009, Chadd Frideres
2010, Dave Ley 2011 &
2012, and Kevin Peterson
2013.
Ken Kwapinoski
served 3 years as President
for 2014, 2015 and 2016.
Ken received a Gavel plaque
for his dedicated service to
the organization. While his
leadersip will be missed,
the organization is in good
hands in 2017 with President
Matt Ley at the helm.
Terri
Hypse,
2006
recipient of Educator of the

the early years she could be
found after school in the gym
coaching girls’ basketball.
More recently she has been
known to work the chute at
cross country events, and
she keeps a mean basketball
stat sheet. The educator of
the year is also known for
x’s and o’s as variables in
Algebra. Whether he is on
the golf course encouraging
his cross country runners, or
on the court looking dapper
in his suit coats and blue
shoes, our educator of the
year always has the student
as his focus. On the court
with his 300+ wins, he was

always eager to point out
to his student athletes that
five individual fingers are
never as strong as a tight
fist playing together for one
goal. These educators, Rocky
and Sylvia Ruhl, have 63
years of dedicated service to
Wayne Community Schools.
Randy Pedersen was
prepared
to
conclude
the awards ceremony by
presenting the Citizen of
the Year Award. This honor
was first awarded by the
Chamber of Commerce in
1977. The 2016 Citizen of
the Year is a noted life-long
Wayne resident, graduating
from Wayne High. Four
years later, he graduated
from Wayne State College.
While away from Wayne for
3 years while he served his
country in the United States
Marine Corp, he chose to
come back to Wayne to work
for his family’s business. Bill
Reeg is a true ambassador
for the community. When
people are looking to locate
here or start new businesses,
he is driven to make sure
people are making the
right connections in town.
Recipient of the 2013 Large
Business of the Year, he also
earned the 2014 Alumni
Service Award from Wayne
State College and was TIME
magazine’s 2014 Car Dealer
of the Year for Nebraska.
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Business Recruitment Targets for Wayne
Wayne Area Economic
Development is beginning
a business targeting process
in February to update its
current recruiting efforts.
The office is setting up
meetings with 7 potential
targets for the public to
consider. Anyone interested
in these target areas are
invited and encouraged to
attend. If you cannot attend
the meeting or meetings of
your choice, you can always
attend another as some of
the discussion could be
similar. Also, if you are
not present, feel free to
contact the office and let us
know your thoughts about

the certain targets being
considered. Are there others
needing to be considered?
This process will help direct
WAED staff the next 2-3
years on what to focus
our business recruitment
efforts. After all meetings
are held, 2-4 targets will be
recommended to the Board
of Directors for approval.
All
target
meetings
will be held in the South
Meeting Room of the City
Auditorium. Food will not
be provided at lunchtime
meetings, but participants
are encouraged to bring
their own. If you have any
questions, comments or

concerns, please direct
them to Wes. Thank you in
advance for helping shape
Wayne’s business future.
Tues, Feb 7 at 12 noon
- Ag-Based
Wed, Feb 8 at 12 noon
- Advanced Manufacturing
Wed, Feb 15 at 7:30 am
- Wind
Wed, Feb 15 at 4 pm
- Warehousing/Logistics
Thurs, Feb 16 at 12 noon
-WSC grads/WSC students
Tues, Feb 21 at 12 noon
-Back office
Wed, Feb 22 at 12 noon
- Retail
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2017 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett
Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

reVision for Career Education
ReVision discussion to
identify Career Education
Programs that could be
be offered through Wayne
Schools continued at an
open forum on January 11
in the community room at
Elkhorn Valley Bank and
Trust. Over 40 community
leaders
and
educators
attended the presentation by
Cory Epler, Chief Academic
Officer for the Nebraska
Department of Education.
Following Epler’s remarks,
the audience was invited
to participate in open
discussion and provide
constructive
feedback
about the schools efforts to
provide well rounded Career
Education programs for

2017 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Jason Claussen
Cory Epler explains the reVision process at a
recent community meeting.

students at every grade level.
The next step is to take
the feedback from the
community and from the
committee meetings to come

up with an implementation
plan. The implementation
phase includes the possibility
of receiving a grant from
Department of Education.

Justin Davis*
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

BRAN to Overnight in Wayne June 7
A committee of volunteers
is coming together to
host the Bike Ride Across
Nebraska (BRAN) in Wayne
on June 7. Organizers of
BRAN, Wes Galusha and
Vickie Backman approached
the City of Wayne and
Wayne Area Economic
Development last fall to
determine our interest in
hosting this annual event.
2017 will be the 37th
year of Bran and this year’s
theme is 5 States, 5 Nations
and will run from June 3
thrugh June 10. The ride
begins in Falls City and
ends in Tekamah, featuring
the eastern part of the state
and celebrating the Native
American cultures.
BRAN
organizers
have provided the Wayne
committee a list of needs and
opportunites to accomodate
the group of up to 1000
including riders, support
crew, and observers. They are

expected to come from 2835 states, foreign countries,
and especially Nebraska.
Riders are expected to spend
a total of $12,000-$20,000 in
each overnight community.
BRAN will reward each host
community with a $500
scholarship to delegate to

worthy student attending a
Nebraska post high school
institution.
Communities
will all be competing to be
selected as the riders favorite
stop, earning an additional
$500 scholarship.
One of the next things the
group will tackle is to create
our community pages for
the Ride Guide book. The

Congeniality Recognition
Joni Holdorf (right) was surprised
to be introduced as the 3rd quarter
Congeniality winner at Chamber
Coffee on January 20.
Joni
was recognized by the Wayne
Ambassadors as a 20 year employee
of Stadium Sports who always has
a smile for her customers.
2017
Ambassador Chair, Jeaney Harris,
presented Joni with a certificate.

guide book is provided to
each rider and includes town
maps, places of interest, and
outlines amenities available
to the riders while they are
here. The committee will
also solicit local advertising
for the guide book. This
would be a great way to invite
riders to visit your business
or eat at your restaurant
during their brief stay.
The intitial planning
group is looking for
members to serve on
various special projects for
the BRAN stop in Wayne.
Contact the office to share
your thoughts and ideas,
then plan to attend the next
meeting on Wednesday,
February 15 at noon in
the backroom of the Max.
Meetings will continue on
the 3rd Wednesday of each
month, and possibly more
often as the event draws near.
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February 2017 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

6

12

13

5:30 pm
Chicken
Show @ SMR

19

20

2

3

Noon Ambassadors
@ 4th Jug

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Tacos &
More

4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog

Noon B&I Exec @
WAED

7

8

Noon Target: Ag
Based @ SMR

Noon Target:
Advanced Manufacturig @ SMR

8 am Organization 8 am Marketing @
Committee @
Tacos & More
WAED

5:30 pm City
Council

Friday

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

1

5

Thursday

9

10

11

17

18

23

24

25

2

3

4

8am WAED Exec @
WAED
Noon B&I @ Tacos
& More

14

15

8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR
Leadership Wayne
2.0 Trip to Lincoln

Noon BRAN Com- Noon Target: WSC
mittee @ Max
Graduates/Students
4pm Target: Ware- @ SMR
housing & Logistics
@SMR

21

22

7:30 am Gov’t Affairs 7:30 am Target
@ Coffee Shoppe
Wind @ SMR

4

16

7 am WAED Board
@ SMR

Noon Target: Back Noon Target: Retail
Office @ SMR
@ SMR

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ WSC
Carhart Science
Department

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Providence
Medical Center

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ TBD

5:30 pm City
Council

26

27

28

7:30 am Gov’t
Affairs @ Coffee
Shoppe

1

March

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ CountryView Estates
(CareAge)

www.wayneworks.org
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

Join Leadership Wayne VIII, Leadership 2.0
and Wayne High Government Students for a
Leadership Wayne Capital Tour
Tuesday February 14
6 am - 6pm
Chartered Bus Pick-up at
Wayne Area Economic Development Office
Group Tour Options
Leadership 2.0
Leadership Wayne VIII
Capitol Tour
Nebraska History
Lunch at the Capitol
Legislative Learings
Visit Senator Offices

Lunch with Senators
Visit Innovation Campus
and the MakerSpace
State Chamber Office
Leadership Nebraska Program

Contact Wes Blecke for more information or to join the group.

WSC.EDU

About the MBA Program
As a busy professional, you want to move ahead in your career, but getting away from the workplace to attend classes on a college
campus can be impossible. Wayne State’s online MBA program provides the perfect solution. Working professionals can earn a
high-quality MBA from anywhere in the world. On top of the convenience, the program is nationally ranked for affordability. The MBA
program is 30 credit hour, non-thesis, 100 percent online program with no required visits to campus. Tuition is a ﬂat $325.00 per credit
hour regardless of residency. Low cost doesn’t mean a sacriﬁce in terms of quality. Wayne State’s MBA classes are generally taught by
on-campus faculty with terminal degrees or appropriate credentials in their ﬁelds.
Wayne State College is accredited by the International Assembly for Collegiate Business Education (IACBE). Formed in 1997, IACBE
accredits business programs and colleges and universities worldwide that demonstrate characteristics of excellence, with more than
230 member educational institutions in more than 20 countries.
Wayne State College’s MBA program is proud of the signiﬁcant beneﬁts of accreditation by IACBA: Enhanced Reputation, Evidence of
Quality, Sharing of Best Practices, Public Accountability, and International Partnership Opportunities.

Wayne State Ranked
for Online MBA
Wayne State College rose to the top among programs across the nation that combine quality and affordability from
http://www.affordablecolleges.com/rankings/affordable-online-mba-programs/ ! Additionally, The Wayne State MBA program has
recently received high rankings on three independent ranking sites.
These rankings have been determined by low-cost and high-quality online education.
  Ranked 14th out of 20 for best online MBA programs from Great College Deals.
  Ranked among the top ﬁve online business degrees on The Best Master’s Degrees website.
  Ranked 3rd out of 97 institutions from Get Educated: Best Buy Regional Online MBA.
“You’re getting a quality degree. Any
professional looking to enhance his or
her life should take advantage of the
opportunity to enroll in the MBA program.”
- Dr. Marysz Rames,
President, Wayne State College

“The MBA program ﬁlls a need for a lot
of people. The key word is value. There
is value for the time and money spent.”
- Professor Tim Garvin

“These ratings show that professionals and
students can get a high-quality
program at an affordable price. In 2015,
we had the second-largest graduating
class in the history of the MBA program.”
- Jenny Brandow,
Director of the MBA program

On average, there are approximately 100 students enrolled in the program every semester. Goals have been established with the help
of Dr. Marysz Rames, president of Wayne State College, to strengthen the program and increase enrollment and graduation rates.

Now is the time for you take advantage of this great opportunity! Contact us today!
Registration opens February 20th for the Summer 2017 semester!
Please contact Jennifer Brandow, MBA Director • Wayne State College • mba@wsc.edu • 402-375-7587

Fiesta of Fire Chili Cook-off
February 10, 2017 Open to the Public
Wayne Eagles Auxiliary
Cook’s Guidelines:
1. Chili will be made off site and each participant will provide a 5-6 quart crockpot of chili for tasting.
2. Cools will need to bring their own crockpot and ladle and keep the chili hot during the tasting.
3. Set up begins at 4:30 pm and tasting is open to the public at 5 pm.
Tasting will continue until there is no more chili or until 8 pm.
4. Taster’s Choice Judging will determine cash awards *3rd Place $20 *2nd Place $35

*1st Place $50

5. Participation is limited to 20 entries. Space is limited and will be assigned on 1st come 1st serve basis.
6. Cooks are responsible for set up and clean up . Please do not clean up until prizes have been awarded.
7. Prizes will be awarded at 8 pm, prior to clean up.
For more information contact Julie Addison 402-518-0450

----------------------------------------------------------------------Please return Entry Form to the Wayne Eagles Club with $10 Entry Fee by Wednesday February, 8.

Name of Cook_______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

Email Address_______________________________________________

Chili Recipe Name ____________________________________________
I have read and understand the cook-off rules. I agree that I am responsible for set up and clean up.

Signature ___________________________________________________

ROTARY
POTATO BAKE &
DESSERT BAR
SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 19
11:00 to 1:00
WAYNE CITY
AUDITORIUM
Adult Tickets: $6 for advance tickets,
$7 at the door
Children (8 and under): $3
(Advance Tickets are available from Rotary Members)

Proceeds are used toward Youth Projects including
W.S.C. Scholarships, TeamMates, & Dictionaries for
Area 3rd Graders.

Kiwanis Pancake Feed with Egg & Sausage
Tuesday, February 28, 2017
5:00 p.m. To 7:30 p.m.

City Auditorium - Wayne
Suggested Donation
$8 - Adults

and

$4 - Children 10 and under

Call 402-375-1502 for ticket Information

