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Leadership on the Road
Three
different
groups
traveled together to Lincoln
to learn more about our state
government on Valentine’s
Day. This was the 8th year that
the Leadership Wayne class
has made the trip. Also taking
part in the day were 10 seniors
from Wayne High School. The
Leadership group has invited
these next generation leaders to
go along on the group trip for
the last few years. New to this
year’s Lincoln trip was the first
class of Leadership Wayne 2.0.
Thirty-three (33) people in total
from Wayne attended this day.
Below are some reactions from
a member of each group.
Kara Woehler (Leadership
Wayne 2.0)
Visiting Lincoln and
the Capitol was a different
experience
in
Leadership
Wayne 2.0. This time we had the
opportunity to explore more
than just the capital. We visited
the State Library Commission,
where they create books in
braille and record books and
magazines on tape for people
to listen to. Braille is such an
intriguing thing and it was

very neat to experience the able to discuss different topics
place where it’s done. We also and learn about the Leadership
had the opportunity to visit Nebraska program – which I
The State Chamber office and think sounds like an awesome
meet with Barry Kennedy and opportunity!
Roberta Pinkerton. We were continued on page 2...

Leadership 2.0 posing at the Capitol before
heading out to explore Lincoln, front row: Kessy
Hanson, Jessi Hansen, Kara Woehler, back:
Chele Meisenbach, Cory Sandoz, Mark Kanitz,
Wes Blecke, Travis Meyer, Laura Robinett, and
Julie Osnes.
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...Leadership on the Road
We had the great honor
of having lunch with Senator
Joni Albrecht! We were able
to ask her questions and have
discussion on various topics
that would affect Dakota,
Thurston and Wayne counties.
It was a pleasure getting to
know her better. She is such

to
computers,
printers,
3-D printer and more! It is
basically anything you need to
‘make’ something and use your
imagination and creativity! It’s
really a cool space for people
to come and build, create, and
construct!

Leadership Wayne VIII met with District 17
Albrecht during their visit to the Capitol.
a pleasant person and very
easy to talk to. After lunch
we got to explore the Maker
Space at Innovation Campus!
This was the coolest part of
the day for me. It’s basically
this huge building that
houses everything from drill
presses, saws and other tools
to a huge quilting machine,

It was one of those
March days when the
sun shines hot and
the wind blows cold:
when it is summer in
the light, and winter
in the shade.
~Charles Dickens

The whole day was very
informative and fun. Our State
Capitol Building is absolutely
gorgeous but having the
opportunities we did to explore
more than just the Capitol was
awesome.
Tony Carollo (Leadership
Wayne)
I may have been the only

Retaining Good
Employees
Lunch & Learn
March 8
Elkhorn Valley Bank
Community Room
see enclosed flyer

child in Nebraska that hadn’t
visited the Capitol building in
elementary school, so this was
actually my first visit there.
In my opinion going as
an adult was much more
insightful than going as
a child, because what 4th
grader actually understands
what’s going
on in there?
Sitting in on
Legislature
was a bit
of a surreal
moment. To
think
that
this is where
the important
issues of our
state are being
debated and
enacted, and
by
regular
people like
Senator Joni you
and
I,
made
me realize
government isn’t some big,
faceless entity, it’s just regular
folks fighting to improve the
lives of other regular folks.
Growing up, I always
assumed the Capitol was
closed to the public. Boy,
was I wrong. Our guided
tour was very interesting and
gave a unique perspective of

Starting at the

Silver Investor level,

your business gets
a free ad in this
newsletter. Talk to
the office for more
details!

the building and what lies
inside. My favorite part was
the openness of not just the
building, but the people that
work there as well. I spent
a good majority of my visit
walking the halls and stopping
in to offices that appeared to be
open. Not once was I turned
away, or given an attitude like
I wasn’t supposed to be there.
Everyone was friendly and
willing to answer questions
about what went on in their
office and who I should stop
and see next.
Overall, this trip was both
educational, entertaining and
I really enjoyed my day at the
Capitol.
Tanner DeBoer (Wayne
High School, Class of 2017)
Visiting the state Capitol was
an extremely fun experience. It
was interesting to learn about
how the state’s unicameral
government system works
and how the actions of our
state senators are affecting us
here in northeast Nebraska.
Also, I enjoyed listening to
the different committees,
and learning about the bills
the senators brought forth to
address certain issues around
the state. Hearing from
Lieutenant Governor Foley was
also very engaging. Listening
continued on page 3...
Working to improve
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Up and Down Main Street
Revitalize Wayne is the
organizational
committee
responsible for coordinating
community
wide
retail
promotions. Retailers were
invited to attend one of two
planning meetings held
in February, one evening
at Flowers and Wine
and one morning at the
Coffee Shoppe, to create a
calendar of events for 2017.
The group determined
that they would like to hold
a spring affair, reminiscent of
past Ladies Night Out events.
The date was set for Thursday,
May 18 and the theme, Wayne
Shop Hop, was introduced.
The group was determined
to make the event more
inclusive and flexible for all
the Wayne retail businesses.

All businesses are welcome
to participate in this citywide activity, with individual
businesses responsible for

suggested time of noon to 8
pm. Businesses are encouraged
to get creative by making
connections with home based
vendors and host them as
guests of their store, offer
snacks and drinks, create
in-store specials and/or
contests, and cross-market
with other businesses.
The Wayne Shop Hop
planning is still a work in
progress. If anyone has
questions or suggestions,
please contact the office or
Lukas Rix at Rustic Treasures.
The next planned promotion
will be the Sidewalk Sales and
Flea Market as part of the 37th
Annual Wayne Chicken Show
all day Friday, July 7 beginning
at 8 am. Vendor forms are
available at Chickenshow.com.

Save This Date
May 18
Wayne Shop Hop
promoting their own special
deals and activities of the day.
There will be no punch
cards and no participation
fees so customers will be free
to shop wherever they wish.
Each store will want to create
their own buzz about what
they are offering during the
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...Final Chapter in Leadership Adventure
to him talk about the future of
the state and how Nebraska was
going to compete with other
Midwest states was especially
interesting to the high school
students. The freedom that our
supervisors gave us really made
the day the most enjoyable. We
were able to explore the Capitol,
and go where we wanted to go
freely. Undoubtedly, this visit to
the Capitol taught us very much
and we all enjoyed it immensely.
Leadership
Wayne
is
open to anyone desiring to
participate. Registration for
the 2017/2018 class will open
in July with a maximum of 20
openings for students. The class
meets one day each month
from September thru May.
Leadership Wayne 2.0, while
in a “pilot” stage this year but
gaining great momentum to

continue for additional years,
will begin taking applications in
August with a 12 person limit.
Both Leadership Wayne classes
will be graduating in May 2017.

If you would like to learn more
about either Leadership Wayne
program, please contact Wes in
the WAED office.

This group of Wayne High seniors participated
in the Leadership Wayne annual trip to Lincoln.

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org
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Northeast Nebraska Network
Northeast Nebraska Economic Development Network met in Wayne in February, rescheduled due to
weather in January. Wayne
State College played host
to the group who meet at
various locations throughout the region. This group
of economic development
professionals from the area
gather each month to share
ideas, listen to a speaker on
current topics, work on regional marketing, and tour
the host community.
The Wayne gathering
was attended by a group
of 22 peers. Following a
short business meeting,
WSC President Rames, Dr.
Vaughn Benson, and Dr.
Tammy Evetovich shared
an update of the plans for
the new Center for Applied
Technology (CAT) project
on campus. Greg Ptacek discussed potential legislation
for property registration

and vacant property fines.
The group enjoyed lunch at
the WSC cafeteria then ventured out to Heritage Homes
for a tour.
Dave Broders of Heritage Homes led the group
around the plant for a detailed tour of homes in stages of the building process
from rafters to carpeting.
The group checked out two
model homes where Dave
demonstrated the attention

to detail demanded by the
company to meet building
standards and price points.
Finding suitable and affordable housing for a growing workforce continues to
be a focus of the network.
All participating communities expressed similar needs
for family friendly housing,
both for rent and to purchase as an integral part of
business and labor recruitment.

Target Research Completed
Over the course of three
weeks in February, Wes and
Irene hosted seven Business
Targeting Sessions in the
South Meeting Room. Discussion at each session was
focused around one of the
pre-determined
business
segment targets: Agriculture, Retail, Warehousing
and Logistics, Back Office,
WSC Graduates and Students, Advanced Manufac-

turing, and the Wind Industry.
Those who participated,
contributed over 52 hours of
dialogue regarding business
recruitment targets, goals,
and opportunities for economic development. Their
contributions to the discussion are very much appreciated.
The next step in the process
of determining the direction

of business recruiting efforts
of Wayne Area Economic Development will be to
condense that information
into three to four concise
target segments. With that
information in hand, the office staff will be able to work
with our resource providers
and partners to strategize
the best ways to recruit the
target businesses to Wayne.
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Wayne Ambassadors Pass the Gavel
The Wayne Ambassadors met on
February 1 in the golf simulator area of the
4th Jug. Originally planned for January 25,
the meeting had to be postponed due to
weather.
First item on the agenda was to pass the
gavel from 2016 Chair, Sarah Townsend
Peitz to the 2017 Chair, Jeaney Harris.
The Ambassadors reviewed nominations
for 1st Quarter Congeniality and made their
selection, which will be revealed at a later
time.
The group also discussed the repairs
needed to the float used in area parades.
Several members will look into an inflatable
option that would be more versatile for
parades and other Wayne events.
The Wayne Ambassadors meet quarterly
on the last Wednesday of the months of
January, April, July, and October at various
locations. Membership in the Ambassadors
is open to anyone affiliated with a business
in good membership standing with Wayne
Area Economic Development. Dues are $35
per year.
The purpose of the Ambassador group
is to assist in public relations for the

2017 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett

Jeaney Harris presents outgoing
president Sarah Townsend Pietz
with a certificate of appreciation
from the Wayne Ambasadors.

community of Wayne and other good-will
activities they may be called on to perform.
The Ambassadors have been representing
Wayne since 1986.

full color design is featured on
the back page of this newsletter.
Recipients of the bags
are invited to snap a picture

Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

2017 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair

Marketing is in the Bag
The Marketing
Committee
is
celebrating
the
150th anniversary of
Nebraska Statehood
by
distributing
two
styles
of
complimentar y
bags with custom
imprinted logos. The
design was created
by
Marketing
Committee member Laura
Robinett and features the
Wayne America water tower. A
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Jason Barelman
of themselves or others
with the bag and post it to
Facebook and/or Twitter using
#wayneworksforthegoodlife
and tell us why you love the
Good Life in Wayne America.
All entries will be eligible for a
drawing that will take place at
the end of March for Chamber
Bucks.
Watch for the photos and
add your comments on our
pages on both Facebook and
Twitter at Wayne,NE.

Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Jason Claussen
Justin Davis*
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Government Affairs
The Government Affairs
committee
is
organizing
the 26th Annual Legislative
Forum scheduled for Friday,
April 7. Senators Albrecht
and Brasch have confirmed
their attendance with other
senators (Briese, Larson, and
Schumacher) as well as Speaker
Scheer and Governor Ricketts
invited. Invitations have also
been sent out to all area high
school government classes.
The event begins in the WSC
Gardner Lobby with Chamber
Coffee at 10 am and the forum
beginning promptly at 10:30 in
the Gardner Lecture Hall.
The
Nebraska
State
Chamber Legislative Forum
and Hall of Fame Banquet was
held in Lincoln on February
2. Wes Blecke and Chadd
Frideres from Wayne attended
the afternoon sessions.
Wayne will join seven other
Chambers of Commerce for
the Northeast Nebraska Day at
the Capitol on Tuesday, March
7. Following an afternoon of
brief presentations by various

department
representatives
and possibly the governor, the
Chambers of Commerce will
host the senators at a meet
and greet with drinks and hors
d’oeuvres at the Cornhusker
Club on top of US Bank.
The Wayne group will leave
from Wayne shortly after noon
and arrive in Lincoln to take
part in the presentations in

the Warner Chamber of the
Capitol. This is a good time
to hear directly about what is
happening in state government
and visit with the senators on
any of the new legislative bills.
Contact Wes at the office
if you would like to join the
car pool group. There is no
individual charge for the event.

Seated at the Wayne table at the Nebraska
State Chamber Hall of Fame Banquet were
(clockwise from left) Mike and Senator Joni
Albrecht, Laurie Havranek, Tina Biteghe Bi
Ndong, Lydia Brasch, Jessica Kolterman,
Stephanie Isaacson, Chadd Frideres, and
Beverly Neel. Photographed by Wes Blecke.

Bike Ride Across Nebraska
Volunteers
planning
for the Bike Ride Across
Nebraska (BRAN) overnight
stay in Wayne on June 7 will
host the group of 600 riders
and their enterouge at the
Summer Sports Complex.
Trolleys and various shuttles
will be available to take
riders anywhere in the
community for shopping,

food, entertainment, or sight
seeing.
The
committee
is
collecting information for
the community information
page that will be provided
to each rider when they
arrive in Wayne. If you are
part of a business, group, or
organization that would like
to provide services to the

riders, please contact Irene at
the office.
The planning group will
continue to meet on the third
Wednesday of each month
at noon in the backroom of
the Max. The meetings are
open to anyone who wants
to be part of this unique
opportunity to showcase our
community to our guests.

www.wayneworks.org
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March 2017 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

Fr

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

1

2

4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog

3

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ CountryView Estates
(CareAge)

4

Noon B&I Exec @
WAED

5

6

7

8

8 am Organization 8 am Marketing @
Committee @
Tacos & More
WAED

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

8am WAED Exec @
WAED
Noon B&I @ Tacos
& More

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Thrivent
Financial, 316 Main
St.

5:30 pm City
Council

12

13

5:30 pm
Chicken
Show @ SMR

19

20

14

15

7:30 am Gov’t Affairs
Noon BRAN Com@ Coffee Shoppe
8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

mittee @ the Max

7 am WAED Board
@ SMR

27

Boy Scout Paper
and Aluminum
Can Drive

Leadership Wayne
VIII

21

22

5:30 pm City
Council

26

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ City Auditorium hosted by
Pheasants Forever

28

7:30 am Gov’t
Affairs @ Coffee
Shoppe

10 am Chamber
Coffee and Ribbon
Cutting @ 1912 Emporium
Leadership 2.0

29

30

31

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Jason
Sears Flooring

1

April

www.wayneworks.org
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

Wayne Area Chamber and Economic Development
Presents:

Retaining
Good Employees
Lunch and Learn with

Mike Henke
Date: Wednesday, March 8th
Time:
Location:

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Elkhorn Valley Bank– Community Room

What employees are looking for is changing fast, and how to
retain employees long term is a moving target! Hear solutions
for increasing employee engagement and retention!
Through this interactive workshop you will learn:
* how to motivate employees
* build a strong team
* attract and retain the best talent!
“ I have seen Mike before and he will impact your employees and business in a positive way.
Don’t miss this valuable opportunity to learn new leadership skills!”
Erika Fink - Northeast Nebraska Community Action Partnership

Lunch is included! $10 suggested donation per person
RSVP to Wayne Area Chamber of Commerce by March 6th: jehansen@wayneworks.org
Mike Henke Inc. partners with companies throughout the Midwest
in the areas of Training and Development.
For more information please call: (308) 379-7775 or
visit: mikehenkeinc.com.

