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25th Annual Legislative Forum
This year marked the
25th straight year that the
Wayne Area Chamber of
Commerce
has
hosted
the Northeast Nebraska
Legislative Forum in Wayne.
This year’s forum was held
in Gardner Auditorium on
the campus of Wayne State
College. Speaking to the
100+ students from Ponca
and Wayne high schools,
and approximately 50 other
members of the public were
Governor Pete Ricketts,
Senator Joni Albrecht, and
Senator Lydia Brasch.
The
Governor
and
Senators
addressed
a
variety of topics during
the 90 minute forum. The
Governor discussed tax cut
proposals including both
a phased in income tax
reduction over the next few
years as well as property tax
limits on agricultural land
valuation. Senators Albrecht
and Brasch agreed during
multiple responses that

something needed to be done
to help farmers with their
high property valuations. A
social issue presented to the
panel was the bill to specify
LGBT as a protected class
in employment law. All
panelists were against this
bill stating this class was
already protected in other
aspects of employment law.
They also felt the bill had

some language shortcomings
in it making it difficult to
enforce. Senators Albrecht
and Brasch addressed the
possibilities for all to serve
and to never count yourself
out on running for office.
Jay Collier, Wayne State
College Director of College
Relations, moderated the
event.

Governor Pete Ricketts, District 17 Senator
Joni Albrecht, and District 16 Lydia Brasch
participated in the 25th Annual Legislative
Forum.
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Northeast Nebraska Diplomats Celebration
As members of the Northeast
Nebraska Economic Development
Network, WAED has been assisting
with the planning for an inaugural
Regional Nebraska Diplomats event.
With a membership of more than 286
business executives and community
leaders, the Nebraska Diplomats is
the largest economic development
organization in Nebraska. The
Nebraska Diplomats work as an arm
of the Department of Economic
Development to promote the state’s
productive business climate and its
unique quality of life.

On Thursday, June 1, 2017 the
Nebraska Diplomats, along with
the Northeast Nebraska Economic
Development Network, will present
the Nebraska Diplomat’s Regional
Economic Celebration in Norfolk.
Participants will take part in regional
strategy discussions, learn about the
Diplomats and the role they play in
our economy, tour Norfolk industries
and training facilities, and take part
in the formation of a Northeast
Nebraska manufacturing network.
Courtney Dentlinger, director of the
Nebraska Department of Economic

Development, will give a program
update during the noon awards
ceremony. An afternoon of golf at
Eldorado Hills is an optional activity.
The day will conclude with a social
and networking at Divots Conference
Center.
Nominations are being accepted
for the Northeast NE Community of
the Year, Northeast NE Business of
the Year, and Northeast NE Diplomat
of the Year. To make a nominations,
register, or get more information visit
https://www.nebraskaonthemove.
com/.

Ashley Rewinkel, Customer
Service Representative at State
Nebraska Bank, was surprised to
receive the 1st Quarter Congeniality
Award from Ambassador President
Jeaney Harris. It was no surprise
to those present that Ashley was
recognized for her welcoming smile
and heartfelt greeting for every bank
customer. Ashley also welcomes
newcomers to Wayne and shares her
community knowledge with anyone
raising funds for those in need.
Nominations for the congeniality
awards are accepted at any time
for consideration at the quarterly
Ambassador meetings. An emoloyer
cannot nominate their employee and
the nominee cannot be a previous
recipient.

Go forth and set
the world on fire.
~

St. Ignatius of
Loyola
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Up and Down Main Street
Wayne Shop Hop-Enjoy
a day on us was selected as
the theme for the May 18
Ladies Night Out event. It
is not too late to plan to
participate.
Wayne Shop Hop
is open to any Wayne
business, regardless of
location. There are no
fees to participate, and
there will be no stamp
card
feature
requiring
shoppers to visit all locations.
It will be up to each business
to design the promotion
for their store. Over 30
have already committed
to offering special sales,
food and drink, product
demonstrations, and hosting
home-based vendors.

With new stores bringing
new customers to Wayne,
this event is designed to
bring those shoppers to

Wayne
P
SHO

HOP

of Omaha will plant wave
petuinas and a spike center
in the downtown pots. The
funding for the spike comes
from a Thrift Warehouse
donation. Verdel Lutt has
volunteered to keep the
flowers fed and watered all
summer long. Verdel took

Enjoy a day on us...

your door and
show them that Wayne
America has so much more
to offer. Contact Coleen
at CopyWrite to be added
to the list of participating
stores.
As soon as the weather
is warm enough, volunteers
from First National Bank

this project on last summer
and his efforts resulted in
many compliments of how
nice our city streets and
downtown look. If you see
Verdel out and about, be
sure to let him know that
his work is appreciated and
noticed.
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2017 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Nancy Johnson
Vice Chair
Mike Powicki*
Co-Secretary
Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary
Brenda Carhart
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Paula Gemelke
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mark Kanitz
Melodee Younts

Makerspace Workshop at Innovation Campus
Wes recently attended
a
2-day
Makerspace
Workshop at the University
of Nebraska’s Innovation
Campus with over 200
others interested in the topic.
The workshop included
many
panel
speakers
discussing
differences
between
communitybased makerspaces and
schools/colleges/university
makerspaces.
Panelists
also discussed the need for
public libraries to embrace
the concept with mobile
units, aimed at younger
audiences. There were tours
of the Nebraska Innovation
Lab (UNL’s Makerspace)
adjacent to the Conference

Center.
The second day of the
workshop included hands
on demonstrations with
equipment. Wes focused on
working sessions with the
laser cutter, 3D modeling
and printing, and a CNC
shopbot router. There were

other sessions on Arduino
basics, print making, textile
integration and a few more.
As always...if you ever
want to learn more about
makerspaces, Wes would be
exhilarated to talk to you
about them, and how Wayne
could get one!

Demonstration at Makerspace Workshop

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.
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BRAN Roosts in Wayne June 7
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When the Bike Ride
Across Nebraska roosts in
Wayne on June 7, Wayne will
be ready for the 600 riders
and entourage of up to 400
more. BRAN will set up
headquarters at the Summer
Sports Complex where the
majority of the riders are
expected to camp.
The Wayne planning
committee is collecting
information from groups
who plan to offer meal
options, special activities,
and other creature comforts
so that information can be
provided to the riders prior
to their arrival in Wayne.
Information for the one
page flyer with map is due to
the WAED office by May 15.
The flyer will also have room
for small ads. Please contact
Mike Carnes by May 15 to
purchase an ad.
Some of the activities

planned to date include an
Rugby
Exhibition/PickUp Wayne vs BRAN match
at 4:30 pm, swimming,
sponsored movie at the
Majestic Theatre, and shuttle
service all around town.
Food options on Wednesday
afternoon include Rotary
Pie and Ice Cream, Fire
Department Hot Dogs,
Summer Sports Concessions,
Farmers Market fare and the
Wayne Athletic Boosters
will help serve at the 4th Jug.
Thursday morning breakfast
options include St. Mary’s
breakfast burritos, Journey
Christian Church breakfast,
and breakfast buffet at the
4th Jug. Restaurants are
welcome to offer BRAN
food specials and advertise
such on the flyer.
Other communities have
organized Bed and Biker
programs where residents
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offer rooms to rent to the
bike
riders
overnight.
Laundry service is also
appreciated by the riders,
especially if there is wet
weather.
The committee
is open to any other ideas
or offers of participation.
Contact the WAED office to
be included.
The community is invited
to attend any of the activities
and mingle with the BRAN
riders when they are in town.
The host community that is
chosen as the favorite among
riders will be provided a $500
scholarship for their school.
This is our challenge to roll
out the Red Carpet on June
7. The planning committee
invites anyone involved to
a meeting to wrap up the
details on May 17 at noon
in the backroom of the Max.

30th Annual Vendor Golf to Tee Off July 20
For 30 years, the Business
and Industry Committee
has organized a Vendor
Golf Tournament at the
Wayne Country Club. July
20 is the date for the 2017
event. Registration forms
will be available soon. In
the meantime, businesses
should save the date on their
calendars and invite players
for their teams. Jessi Hansen
is the office contact if you
have questions.
The
Vendor
Golf

Invitaional was designed
as a way for businesses to
demonstrate appreciation to
those companies and sales
representatives that provide
them goods and services.
It is also an opportunity to
showcase Wayne as a great
place for doing business.
As in years past, teams of
four will compete for scores
and pin prizes. There will
be a Million Dollar Hole
in One competition and
various hole raffles. The

day includes a sack lunch on
the course, free beverages
during play, and finishes up
with a steak supper.
Businesses also have
the opportunity for hole
sponsorship and be present
or set up a display at that
hole. This is a great way
to participate even if you
are unable to enter a team.
Company executives are also
invited to join their team
during the steak supper and
awarding of prizes.

www.wayneworks.org
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69 Days and Clucking
The 37th Annual Wayne
Chicken Show is just two
months away. There is much
to crow about before the event
hatches on July 7, 8, & 9. The
Chicken Show was named
an offical event of the 2017
Sesquicentennial NE150.
Wayne will be a host location
for the Nebraska Children’s

Museum traveling exhibit
Truckin through Nebraska on
Saturday and Sunday, July 8 &
9. Set up on the WSC Campus,
the exhibit will be a fun, handson learning experience where
kids can explore their heritage,
envision their future, and
power their imagination. The
53-foot
double-expandable
trailer will have several free
exhibits designed for children
ages 5 to 12, including a shelterbuilding area where kids can
test their structure against a
wind machine and earthquake
simulator. Children will also
be able to model a 10-acre
homestead, create their own
movie and craft postcards.
Outside the trailer, kids can
complete an obstacle course
and make their own toys. As

a host community, Wayne
has committed to securing a
minimum of 20 volunteers to
staff the museum during open
hours, as well as assist with set
up and take down. There will
be some training necessary for
volunteers prior to opening
day. Irene Fletcher is the
contact for this event.

Cement chickens have
arrived for artists to check out
and decorate for the cement
chicken
auction
during

concrete chickens as shown
below. Youth will be able to
check out the chicks with a $10
deposit refundable when the
decorated chick is returned for
the auction. Only one chick per
household can be checked out.
Additionally, 25 cement chicks
will be available for sale for $10
each to decorate and keep.
Henoween entertainment
will be provided by The String
Beans, a Lincoln group whose
original songs celebrate all
that is Nebraska. Saturday
noon entertainment will be
the E-Z-B Quartet. The Sunday
line-up includes a Trunk Show
by quilter Dianne Gubbles.
A new Clucktible is now
available for sale at the office.
The chicken bubble guns
with sound and light come
in blue, orange, and yellow
and retails for $10 each. The
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2017 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Sara Bebee
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett
Lukas Rix*
Jennifer Sievers

2017 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Henoween. A new twist to
the cement chicken auction
is the chick division for grade
school kids featuring small

office staff and chicken show
committee have given them a
thorough testing and stamp of
eggs-cellence!

Jason Claussen
Justin Davis*
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson
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City Officials
Mayor:
Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Cale Giese (W 3)
Rod Greve (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Nick Muir (W 1)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Farmers Market is Planted
The Wayne Farmers
Market Board announced
the opening date for the
2017 season of June 7.
Opening day activities
will include massages and
Artisan healing products
(balms and moisturizers)
and
homemade
single
serving food items geared
for the BRAN riders. Regular
season market hours will be
Wednesdays from 4-7 pm
and Saturdays from 9-noon
on the east side of the Wayne

County Courthouse.
Farmers Market vendors
can purchase market permits
at the WAED office. Season
permits are $50 and daily
permits are $10 with the first
one free. When a vendor has
paid for 5 daily markets, they
will be considered a season
vendor. Farmers, backyard
gardeners, bakers, and
artisans are invited to sell
their products. Items that
can be sold at the market
include produce, eggs, baked

goods, honey, jams, jellies
and salsa, meat, cut flowers,
and hand crafted items. All
items sold at the market
must be grown or created by
the vendor. All vendors are
required to follow, and be
knowledgeable of, the laws
of the State of Nebraska
that have been established
for the regulation of farmers
markets. You may find this
information at the following
web address: w w w . a g r .
ne.gov

Life on the Farm 2017
Nebraska Extension in
Wayne County is offering
a 4-H School Enrichment
program that is dedicated
to providing education
opportunities for elementary
students. Fourth Grade
students will be participating
in a Life on the Farm 2017 on

May 17 at the Wayne County
Fairgrounds. This program
will teach about Nebraska
Agriculture and how we
feed the world. Outcomes:
youth will know where their
food comes from, youth will
understand that agriculture
isn’t just animals and crops,

youth will develop positive
attitudes
and
interest
regarding local agriculture.
Sessions will include beef,
dairy, swine, sheep, poultry,
Ag technology, corn &
soybeans, and the Nebraska
District Forester.

Food Entrepreneur Seminar
The
University
of
Nebraska Food Processing
Center is offering a oneday seminar for those
interested in exploring
the idea of starting a food
manufacturing
business.
The “Recipe to Reality”
seminar will be June 24. Preregistration is required and
space is limited. Registration
deadline is June 5. Contact
Jill Gifford at 402-472-2819

or jgifford1@unl.edu for an
information packet.
Launched
in
1989,
the
National
Food
Entrepreneur
Program
has helped thousands of
entrepreneurs nationwide
realize their dream of
starting a food company.
As a new or potential food
entrepreneur, it is often
difficult to find an accurate
source for the information

necessary to successfully
launch a business in the
food industry. Ensuring
a food product survives
and prospers in a highly
competitive
marketplace
requires informed decisions,
careful planning and precise
execution.
This
unique
and
comprehensive
program
begins with the one-day
Recipe to Reality seminar.
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May 2017 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

1

Tuesday
Put out WHS Signs

2

8 am Organization
Committee @
WAED

5:30 pm City
Council

7

14

8

9

7:30 am Vendor
Golf Commitee @
Country Club
8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

5:30 pm
Chicken
Show @ SMR

1-5:30 pm Leadership Wayne VIII
Graduation

15

16

2pm Jazz
Concert @
Majestic

Wednesday

Leadership 2.0
Final Tour

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

3

4

5

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
High School

4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog

10

8 am Marketing @
Tacos & More

11

8am WAED Exec @
WAED

6

Noon B&I Exec @
WAED

9:30 am WSC
Graduate Commencement
1 pm WSC
Undergraduate
Commencement

12

13

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Swan’s
Apparel

Boy Scout Paper
and Aluminum
Can Drive

Noon B&I @ Tacos
& More

17
Noon BRAN Committee @ the Max

5:30 pm City
Council

18

7 am WAED Board
@ SMR

Wayne
P
SHO

HOP

19

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
Eagles Club

20

5-7pm Business After
Hours at Geno’s

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

Office Closed

7:45am Ag Task
Force @ Tacos &
More

Northeast Nebraska
Diplomats Celebration @ Norfolk

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
Sport & Spine

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Herman
Chiropractic

JUNE
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

Business After Hours
Indoor Patio Party
Friday
at Geno’s

May 19
5-7 pm

$5 admission includes

appetizers and door prizes.
Cash Bar.

