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Welcome Back Abby

Hello! I would like to
reintroduce myself.
I’m
Abby Schademann and I am
the new Marketing, Events,
and Tourism Coordinator.
You may remember me from
a few years ago when I was
the WAED intern while I was
pursuing my undergraduate
degree at Wayne State College
in Speech Communication
with a focus in Public
Relations and Organizational
Leadership and a minor in
Theater. After graduating
I served as the Director of
Tourism and Special Events
for Gage County with the
Beatrice Area Chamber
WAED Team
of Commerce. While in
Luke Virgil
Beatrice, I organized a few
Executive Director
events such as Homestead
lvirgil@wayneworks.org
Days,
Hoopla
Youth
Irene Fletcher
Basketball
tournament,
Assistant Director
and the first annual lighted
ifletcher@wayneworks.org
parade. I was involved in
Abby Schademann
Kiwanis, Community Players
Marketing, Events,
theater, and the Young
and Tourism Coordinator
Professionals group.
aschademann@wayneworks.org
I decided to come back

108 W 3rd St.
PO Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

December 2017

to Wayne last year and work
for my alma mater in the
Admissions
Department
as the Western and Central
Nebraska
Admissions
Representative as I had
caught the travel bug. My
territory was everything
west of Highway 81 in
Nebraska. I stayed in many
great communities during
my travels. Working with
students
everyday
was
something very different than
what I was used to, but it was
very fulfilling being able to
talk with students about their
passions and providing them
with the best information to
consider attending Wayne
State College.
Being back in Wayne,
I wanted to become more
involved in the community at
least when my work schedule
permitted. I got involved
with the Special Events
Committee and the Wayne
Chicken Show.
In short
order, I was involved in Young

Professionals Wayne, NE and
I came to realize how much
I missed working within the
community everyday.
With this new position I am
very excited to interact with
members, be more involved
with the community, and
work with different events.
I can’t wait to start working
with everyone!

Abby Schademann was
recently hired as the new
Marketing, Events, and
Tourism Coordinator for
Wayne Area Economic
Development.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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From the Director’s Corner
‘Tis the season to be a
member of WAED!
In the past, if I were
to have filled out the
Thanksgiving
artwork
that my son has done at
pre-school, it would have
read, “Luke is thankful
for the holidays.”
The
Thanksgiving Holiday was
another reminder of why I
am thankful for holidays:
quality time spent with my
family; delicious food; and,
of course, an extra day or
two off of work.
However,
this
Thanksgiving
Holiday
gave me an opportunity
to reflect on some new
reasons to be thankful: a
new career opportunity
with WAED; our team at
the WAED office; the great
partnerships that WAED
has in the community; and,
most importantly, all of our
WAED Members.
With the observance
of Thanksgiving, it is the
perfect time to remind
you as a WAED Member
that WAED is thankful for
your membership in 2017
and that WAED would

Merry
everything
and a Happy
always.

like to invite you to be a
member again in 2018.
The WAED Membership
is one of the driving
forces for why our team
works so hard throughout
the year by promoting
the improvement of the
local business climate, by
providing
programing
for our members, and by
working to retain, expand,
and recruit business to the
Wayne area.
As a member of
WAED, you are probably
familiar with our annual
dues structure: Diamond
Investor
($5,000+);
Platinum
Investor
($3,000+); Gold Investor
($1,500+); Silver Investor
($750+); Bronze Investor
($375+); Individual &
Home-Based
Business
($200+);
Non-Profit
($100+); and Student ($25).
Since WAED was formed
in 2005, most of these rates
have held constant. After
careful consideration, the
Organization Committee
recommended that the
Bronze
Investor
rate
increase to a minimum

Chamber Bucks are
the perfect one size
fits all gift for your
holiday giving.
Contact the Chamber
office early to place
your order.
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annual commitment of
$400. The WAED Board
approved this rate increase
at their October 19th
meeting.
The WAED
Board felt that
an
increase
of the Bronze
Investor
level
was warranted
for two main
reasons. First,
the City of
Wayne approved
an
increase
to
WAED’s
annual funding
request. As a result, it
seemed fair that WAED
should ask its members for
a slight increase on their
contributions. Second, the
scope of the WAED Office
and the responsibilities of
the WAED Team have been
expanded by converting the
Office Manager position to
the Marketing, Events &
Tourism Coordinator. It
seemed that the expansion
of duties and services
was the right move for
WAED, especially with
all of the progress being

made in our tourism and
hospitality industries, but
those new responsibilities
require additional time and
resources.

Again, the WAED Team
is very thankful for your
membership and we invite
you make a membership
commitment for 2018. If
you have any questions
about the rate change for
the Bronze Investor level
or any questions regarding
the membership benefits
at each Investment level,
please contact the WAED
Office at (402) 375-2240.
The WAED Team looks
forward to working with
you in 2018.
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org
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Up and Down Main Street
Christmas on Main got the
holidays off to a festive start
on November 16. The streets
were decorated by the City of
Wayne Electric Department
and Public Works crews.
They were assisted by
Northeast Power and Kevin
Kay Moving to install the
large tree at 7th and Main.
Thanks to Gurkan Ozenci for
allowing the tree on the lot,
the Armstrong family for the
tree, and Nancy Powers for
the tree topper. Volunteers
from Ameritas filled the
flower pots with seasonall
greenery that was enhanced
for the evening by Greta
Smith from Flowers & Wine.
Windows all around town
were swagged with lights and
featured merchandise was
displayed for shoppers.
The Jolly Trolley rolled
through the neighborhood
giving riders a sample of the
Friends of the Museum Tour
of Homes while Santa visited
with the children and posed
for photos. Home based
businesses, crafters, and
Fantasy Forest trees were set
up in the Woehler bulding
at 301 Main Street while
carolers and a bell choir
enhanced the experience.
Businesses off of Main Street
set up to spread Christmas
Cheer along the downtown
sidewalks. The Wayne Police
Department counted over
25 Parade entries and even
captured some photos of the
floats.
The Holiday Stamp Card

Promotion was well played
with double stamps on that
day as well as Black Friday
and Shop Small Saturday.
The first two of six $50 prizes
will be drawn at Chamber
Coffee on December 1. Two
lucky winners will be drawn
the following two Fridays
and two $200 winners will be
drawn on December 22 for a
total of $700 in give-aways.

Another long standing
tradition is the Ring Around
Wayne Bell Choir Concert
that will be held on Monday,
December 4 at 7:30 pm at
the Wayne National Guard
Armory. Bell Choirs from
Our Savior and Grace
Lutheran Churches, First
United Methodist, and First
Presbyterian Church will
perform.
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Co-Secretary
Carolyn Albracht
Brenda Carhart
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With such great weather, Santa had to catch a
ride on one of the parade floats to meet Mrs.
Claus and visit the waiting children.

How many helpers does it take to put up the big
tree? Crews from City of Wayne Electric and
Public Works Departments, Northeast Power,
and Kevin Kay Moving worked together to install
and decorate the 7th & Main tree.

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org
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B&I Will Meet at Early Learning Center
The Business & Industry
Committee and Wayne
Community Schools will be
co-hosting the December
B&I Meeting at the Wayne
Early Learning Center (ELC)
at 12 p.m. on December 14.
The meeting will allow the
ELC and Wayne Community
Schools to showcase their
facility and the curriculum
being provided to some of
the youngest students in the

Wayne school district.
With early childhood
education as the focus
for the meeting, the B&I
Committee has invited
Drew Theophilus, Director
at Dividends Nebraska,
to be the guest speaker.
Dividends Nebraska is a
statewide group of business
leaders
committed
to
making early childhood a
priority for Nebraska’s public

and private investments.
Theophilus will provide
details about Dividends
Nebraska, share evidence
on why early childhood
education is so important for
building the next generation
of workforce, and encourage
businesses and individuals in
the Wayne Area to consider
membership with Dividends
Nebraska.

Workforce Presentation
The November Business
& Industry Retreat featured
Mike Henke as a guest
speaker to discuss workforce
recuritment and retention.
Henke’s
past
includes
considerable management
and recruitment experience,
as he used to work as
a General Manager for
Menards and managed a
staffing agency.
Henke’s presentation for
the B&I Retreat was broken
down into two parts. First,
Henke focused on what
he has found to be the best
practices for workforce
recruitment. He spoke at
length about the need for
employers to recognize
the changing demands of
available workers, especially
the millennial generation.
Those demands include
comparable starting wages,
availability for advancement,
a company’s environmental
and social awareness, and

a company’s workplace
culture.
Henke’s action
plans for solid workforce
recruitment included:
-Utilizing many avenues
to create a flow of applicants
-Creating efficiencies to
shorten the hiring process
-Analyzing barriers to
employment,
especially
entry level pay scale
-Maintaining
contact
with candidates
-Sharing
testimonials
that explain why someone
should want to work for your
company
-Having a great workplace
culture
The second half of Henke’s
presentation covered ways
to “keep the best players
on your team.” He said
that workforce retention
starts immediately after a
candidate has committed to
working for a company. He
noted that among today’s
workforce, the first day on

the job is the most crucial
in their decision to stay with
the company or leave after a
short time. While the first
day is important, Henke
reminded everyone that
today’s employees are going
to look for three things in
their decision to stay with
the company:
-Do they have a voice at
work?
-Does
management
communicate well with the
employees?
-Does
the
company
support
an
employee’s
personal/professional
growth?
Henke’s
overarching
message was that the best
practices for workforce
recruitment and retention
have changed and that
employers need to adapt in
order to attract and keep the
best talent available.

www.wayneworks.org
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Winning in Wayne on January 28
a meal and a cash bar will
be set up. The time will also
be earlier as the event will
run from 4-7 pm. To set the
Vegas scene, reserved tables
will not be available this year.
Individual tickets will soon
be ready for sale at $20 each.
You can still expect
some of the traditional
activities including the
Silent Auction Fundraiser
and award presentations.
Since 1977, the Chamber has
recognized the Outstanding
Citizen of the Year and the
Taking a gamble, the Educator of the Year since
Special Events Committee 1996. Beginning in 2007,
chose Winning in Wayne as Large and Small Businesses
the theme for Wayne’s Annual of the Year, and Most
Celebration on January 28. Valuable Patron have been
To complement the theme, a recognzied.
Nomination
casual evening of fun, food, forms for all award categories
and celebration is planned at are availabae at wayneworks.
the Wayne City Auditorium org or can be requested from
where casino style games the office.
Nominations
will be played. Heavy hor will be accepted until
d’oeurves will be served as December 29, when the

selection committees will
be convened for the top
secret decision. Be sure to
submit your nominations for
consideration!
The
Silent
Auction
continues to be an important
funding source for the
Annual Wayne State Band
Day Scholarship that has been
awarded by the Chamber
of Commerce since 1987. If
your business is interested
in donating any items for the
silent auction, please drop
it off at the WAED office or
contact us and we can pick
it up. We will be accepting
those until January 26.
Donated items of any price
range are appreciated and
give the bidders a variety
of items to vie for. Popular
silent auction items in
the past included themed
baskets, gift certificates, and
unique store merchandise.

Ribbon Cutting at Swans for Men

A Ribbon Cutting at
Swans for Men was held
on November 3. Owners
Jen and Chadd Claussen
renovated the old Mines
Jewelry building at 204 Main
Street and stocked it with
racks of men’s clothing and
accessories. Extended sizes
from Smalls through 3X Big
and Tall are available.
Regular store hours are
Tuesday through Friday
Swans for Men owners, Jen and Chadd Claussen
10 am-6 pm and Saturday (center), wielded the golden scissors at their
10am-4pm.
Recent Ribbon Cutting.
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Ken Chamberlain
Council President:
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Council Members:
Terri Buck (W 1)
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
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Jon Haase (W 4)
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Wes Blecke

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Randy Larson (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Green Tips for December
Wayne’s Green Team has
brought battery recycling
to town. Wayne residents
can now recycle typical
household batteries thanks
to a program funded by the
Wayne Green Team through
Battery Solutions. Starting
in December, you can bring
your household batteries to
the recycling pail at Wayne
City Hall during normal
business hours.
Most
household batteries can be
recycled, but you must tape
certain battery terminals
to ensure safety (e.g., all
lithium and lithium-ion with
exposed terminals must have
clear tape on the terminals).
If not taped, the terminals,
or exposed metal parts, of
certain batteries can rub
together creating a spark.

Review
the
Battery
Recycling How To Guide
attached to this newsletter
for detailed instructions
on the types of batteries
recyclable and the types that
require taped terminals for
safety. Clear tape is available
to use at the pail.
You can also recylce
strings of Christmas lights at
the Wayne Transfer Station
or City Hall by placing them
in the bins marked for lights.
These are recycled for the

copper wire inside. When
replacing, consider LED
lights, which last longer, use
less energy, and save money.
Don’t
forget
about
the City’s Brush Pile at
1810 Industrial Road for
disposing of your Christmas
tree (stripped of decorations
or tinsel) and greenery at the
end of the holiday season.
Also attached to this
newsletter, you will find
a handy flyer to post in
a convenient place that
outlines many other recycling
opportunities available to
you. For more tips on the
Green Path to the Good
Life, like the Wayne Green
Team on Facebook, email
greenteam@cityofwayne.org
or visit www.cityofwayne.
org/greenteam.

To the Moon and Back
Wayne
Elementary
Boosters (WEB) are hosting
a journey “To the Moon and
Back” at the fourth annual
Holiday Daughter Dance
for elementary school girls
and their fathers and father
figures on Friday, December
8th, 7-8:30pm. Tickets go
on sale at Wayne Elementary
School on Dec 4th for $5 in
advance, $8 at the door. There
will be dancing, desserts,
a silent auction, $5 Photo
Booth, Husker basketball
raffle tickets, and more. If

you or your business would
like to donate an item to the
silent auction, please email
sandybro@live.com.
WEB uses funds raised
to support students and
school in a variety of ways,
including
giving
every
student a book at the end
of the year; purchasing
classroom supplies; and
showing appreciation to
staff. This fall alone, WEB
has donated over $15,000 to
Wayne Elementary for the
library’s new non-fiction

book collection, the gym’s
new sound system, and new
recess equipment, among
many other things. Our
contributions are made
possible by the generous
support of our community,
including many of you!
Thank you for supporting
WEB’s efforts to promote
the educational growth and
well-being of our children.
WEB will host the
Valentine Son Dance on
February 2 for boys and their
mothers and mother-figures.
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December 2017 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

Thursday

Friday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

1

2

8

9

9am-1pm Ag Seminar
and Lunch
10 am Chamber Coffee @ Wayne Fire Hall
4 pm Ribbon Cutting
@ Johnnie Byrd Brewing Company

3

10

4

5

8 am Organization Committee @
WAED
5:30 pm City
Council

11

12

13

18

19

7

4 pm Special
Events @ White
Dog
6-7:30 pm Wind
Energy TownHall@
Wayne Fire Hall

9am-3pm Leadership Wayne IX @
5:30 pm Chicken Wayne Fire Hall
Show Committee
@ SMR

17

6

7:30 pm Ring
Around Wayne
Bell Concert @
National Guard
Armory

8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

Saturday

Noon Marketing @
Tacos & More

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ American
Broadband
Noon B
&I Exec @ WAED

14

8 am WAED Exec @
WAED
Noon B&I @ Early
Learning Center

15

16

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
Senior Center

Boy Scout
Paper and
Aluminum Can
Drive

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

7 am WAED Board
@ SMR

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ State Nebraska Bank

5:30 pm City
Council

24

25
Office Closed

26

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Midwest
Land Co.

Wayne Works Exchange

www.wayneworks.org

Page 8

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

Happy
Holidays

WAYNE COUNTY CALENDAR

DECEMBER EVENTS

November 30-January 2
Selections from WSC Permanent Collection on display in Nordstrand
Visual Arts Gallery at WSC Conn Library (402) 375-7031

Dec 5
WSC Symphonic Band Student Conductors’ Series 7:30 pm
Ramsey Theatre

December 1-22
WSC Fred G. Dale Planetarium holiday season shows:
Season of Light Dec 1 7 pm, Dec 3 2 pm, Dec 8 7 pm, Dec 6 2 pm
The Sistine Chapel Dec 2 2 pm, Dec 15 7 pm
Secret Holiday Show Dec 9 2 pm, Dec 22 7 pm
Suggested donation for all shows $5 for adults, $3 for children.
ww.wsc.edu/planetarium

December 6
Santa’s Storytime: A Christmas Fairy 6-8 pm Wayne Public Library.
Games, crafts, stories, and snacks with Santa.

December 2-3
WSC Madrigal Dinners Dec 2 7 pm. December 3 5:30 pm. Advance
tickets 402-375-7358
December 2
Tour of Man Caves and Craft Show 1-3 pm 307 Main St. Winside
December 4
Ring Around Wayne Bell Choir Concert 7 pm National Guard Armory
December 4
WSC Jazz Ensemble 7:30 pm Ramsey Theatre

December 6
Brass and Percussion Ensembles 7:30 pm Ramsey Theatre
December 7
Mariachi Negro y Oro 7:30 pm Ramsey Theatre
December 7
Plains Writer Series 2 pm WSC Humanities and Lucky 13 Fiction
Slam at the Max Bar and Grill 7 pm. Free and open to the public.
December 10
WSC President’s Holiday Gala 2 pm Ramsey Theatre
December 28-30
Blue Devil Booster Club Holiday Basketball Tournament at WSC

Places to Visit

Wayne County Museum, 702 Lincoln Street
Wayne County Veterans Memorial, Wayne County Courthouse, 510 Pearl Street
Commercial Historic District on National Register, Downtown Wayne
Wayne State College Music, Theatre, Athletics, Art Gallery www.wsc.edu
Wayne State College Fred G. Dale Planetarium www.wsc.edu/planetarium
Majestic Movie Theatre www.majesticonmain.org
Wayne Public Library 410 Pearl Street

Event funded in part by a grant from
Wayne County Convention & Visitors Bureau • (402) 375-2240 • www.waynene.com

“The Christmas Fairy”
is coming to the

Wayne Public
Library
(410 Pearl Street, 402-375-3135)

Santa’s Story Time
Tuesday, December 5th
6:00-8:00 P.M.
Come enjoy games, snacks, stories, crafts, and SANTA!

*remember your camera for pictures with Santa!

November 8, 2017

Dear Friend of Wayne Elementary School,
The Wayne Elementary Boosters (WEB) are hosting a journey To the Moon and Back
at our fourth Holiday Daughter Dance, Friday, December 8, 7-8:30pm, for the girls of
Wayne Elementary and their fathers or father-figures. The boys also have their special
date with mothers and mother-figures at the annual Valentine Son Dance on Feb 2.
Last year, over 300 people attended each dance, and together they raised $10,000!
We are again hosting a silent auction at our dance to raise funds for WEB. These funds
help sponsor activities and buy resources that support the educational growth and wellbeing of our children. They also mean we can offer experiences to all kids, rather than
have them “sell” stuff. Many auction items are donated directly by teachers and
parents, but we kindly ask for your support in the donation of a service, item, or gift
certificate from your business or organization.
Please let us know what you would like to donate to our silent auction by Fri, Dec 1, so
we can include you in our auction catalog. We will gladly accept your donation for both
dance events now. Thank you for helping to make lifetime memories for our students
and their families. We appreciate your support!
Sincerely,

Sandy Brown
2017-18 WEB President
402.369.4685
sandybro@live.com

www.wayneweb.org - Find us on Facebook at Wayne Elementary Boosters
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