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Certified Economic Development Community

For the third time in 10
years, the City of Wayne
has
earned
recognition
for continued innovation
and expansion within its
business community. On
Tuesday, December 18, Lt.
Gov. Mike Foley, on behalf
Jill Brodersen
of the Nebraska Department
Terri Buck
of Economic Development
Dean Burbach
(DED), recognized Wayne as
Justin Davis ‘19
an Economic Development
Jim Frank
Certified
Community
Jeaney Harris ‘20
(EDCC) during a Business
Mick Kemp ‘19
and Industry committee
Ken Kwapnioski ‘21
meeting. DED Business
Mark Lenihan
Development
Consultant
Marysz Rames
Megan Weaver
Lyndsy Jenness presented the
community’s official EDCC
WAED Team
recertification during the City
of Wayne’s council meeting
Luke Virgil
Executive Director
that evening.
lvirgil@wayneworks.org
Wayne is one of 39
communities
to
earn
Irene Fletcher Mock
EDCC
certification
in
the
Assistant Director
program, sponsored by
ifletcher@wayneworks.org
the Nebraska Diplomats
Abby Schademann
and administered by DED.
Marketing, Events,
and Tourism Coordinator State officials established
aschademann@wayneworks.org the program in 2005 to
recognize communities for
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their preparedness to attract
new industries and grow
existing businesses. The City
of Wayne first earned EDCC
certification in 2008 and was
recertified in 2013 and 2018.
Over the past decade,
the City of Wayne and area
economic
development
leaders have proven their
commitment to workforce

development,
housing
development, and business
incentives.
The City of Wayne recently
partnered
with
Wayne
State College (WSC) and
WSC’s Center for Applied
Technology (CAT). The
$15.2 million addition to
WSC’s School of Business &

By: cont. on page 4...

Nebraka
Economic
Development
Business
Consultant, Lyndsy Jenness; Senator Joni
Albrecht; Lt. Gov. Mike Foley; Wayne Mayor Cale
Giese; and WAED Executive Director Luke Virgil
pose with the Economic Development Certified
Community placque that will hang in City Hall.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Recipe to Reality Seminars Offered
The University of Nebraska
Food Processing Center is
offering a one-day seminar
on January 26 for individuals
interested
in
exploring
the idea of starting a food
manufacturing business. Preregistration is required and
space is limited. Registration
deadline is January 10. Contact
Jill Gifford at 402-472-2819
or jgifford1@unl.edu for an
information packet.
The Recipe to Reality
Seminar is the first step in
developing a non-alcohol

food business. It is specifically
designed
to
provide
entrepreneurs
with
an
understanding of the key
issues they will need to
consider when starting a
food business. Participants
include individuals interested
in marketing a family recipe,
individuals with a product
idea or concept, producers
considering adding value
to an agricultural product
and restaurateurs or chefs
exploring the manufacturing
of a house specialty.

Recipe to Reality provides a
general overview of the many
issues involved in developing a
food manufacturing business.
By attending Recipe to Reality,
entrepreneurs gain in one
day information that could
take months to research on
their own. The seminar helps
attendees understand the
challenges of starting a food
business and allows them to
make an informed decision
as to whether developing a
business is the right choice for
them.

Flourish in Wayne Annual Banquet Theme
As we enter 2019 we look
back at how much growth
Wayne has experienced as a
community. This year’s Annual
Banquet, Flourish in Wayne,
will be held at The Beaumont
Concert and Event Center on
January 27. The Special Events
Committee has made a few
changes from last year and with
moving the Annual Banquet to
The Beaumont, it will be more
of a formal event. The evening
will begins at 4pm with a social
hour and an opportunity to
browse silent auction items
and dessert auction.
Speaking of dessert; the dessert

For last year’s words
belong to last year’s
language
And next year’s words
await another voice.
And to make an end is
to make a beginning.
~T.S. Eliot

auction is something new and
we are currently looking for
donated desserts to be enjoyed
the night of the banquet. We are
looking for any type of dessert
that includes cakes, cupcakes,
dessert bars, cheesecakes, etc.
If you or anyone you know is a
sweet treat baker please contact
the office. The night of the
banquet every table will have a
chance to bid on the desserts,
but they will go fast! You will
have the opportunity to enjoy
the dessert at the table and
share or you can take it home. If
you don’t bid you may not have
a dessert! All proceeds from the

Like
Wayne,NE
on Facebook
to stay up to date on
what is happening in
Wayne America.

dessert auction will go towards
new American Flags for the
Highway 35 corridor.
The silent auction continues
to be important for funding the
Annual Wayne State Band Day
Scholarship awarded by the
Chamber of Commerce for the
past 31 years. If your business
is interested in donating items
for the silent auction, please
drop them off at the WAED
office. You may also contact us
and we can make arrangements
to pick up your donated items.
Any donated items will be
appreciated and accepted
through January 24.

Dinner will begin at 5 pm
and following the dessert
auction the community awards
will be presented: Business
of the Year, Most Valuable
Patron, Educator of the year,
and Outstanding Citizen of the
Year. Tickets are $30 per person
or you may purchase a table
of 8 for $275 which includes
8 drink tickets. The WAED
Annual Banquet is open to
the public and businesses are
urged to bring along spouses,
employees, and other business
associates for a night of food,
fun, and celebration.
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

www.wayneworks.org
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Up and Down Main Street
Revitalize Wayne met in
December to recap Christmas
on Main. Several suggestions
were made for next year. If
you have any feedback, please
submit it to the Revitalize
Wayne committee to use for
planning Christmas on Main
November 21, 2019.
The stamp card promotion
was heavily used this year.
Week #1 winners in
Santas elves did not count
the
Holiday
Stamp
Card Promotion were all the cards, but we did take
Wendy Donner and Lori them to CopyWrite to be
weighed for our estimate!
Koester (pictured).
Approximately 5133 cards
were completed and returned,
representing $513,300 of
purchases from participating
businesses. This does not
count all the cards that were
not completed, nor shoppers
who chose not to participate
in the contest. Initial reports
indicate that it was a good 4th
quarter in Wayne America.
Shoppers
collected
Looking ahead, Revitalize
$100 of purchases on Wayne is researching some
each card submitted.
Alley Art, Downtown Murals,
Heidi Claussen and
and Photo Boards that could
Christian
Legler
(pictured) were Week be implemented in the spring

as part of a retail destination
marketing campaign.
We
would love to hear from
anyone having ideas or
experience with this type of
project. The committee is also
looking for consensus among
the retailers regarding a spring
sale event or spring holiday
promotion.
Time is set aside during
Revitalize Wayne meetings for
brainstorming and planning.
Please plan to attend the next
meeting on the 2nd Tuesday,
January 8, at 8 am in the
south Meeting Room of the
City Auditorium. Also on the
agends, will be the election of
committee Chair, Vice-Chair,
and Secretary. Also up for
discussion will be changing
the meeting time and location
options to accomodate a
better attendance.
E-mail
reminders are sent out
to nearly 50 Revitalize
Wayne and Promotions
contacts. If you would like
to see changes, please reply
with
your
preferences.

#2 winners.

Week #3 winners of
$50 each were Brenda
Svoboda (pictured) and
Steve Schrock.

24 Wayne businesses participated in the
promotion.
The final drawing for two $200
winners took place during Chamber Coffee at
State Nebraska Bank. Claiming their prizes were
Bonnie Styskal (l) and Jan Liska (r).
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2018 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Matt Ley*
Chair
Nancy Johnson
Vice Chair
Mike Powicki*
Co-Secretary
Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary
Carolyn Albracht
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Lowell Heggemeyer
Mark Kanitz
Teresa Tiedtke
Jeff Wunder

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2018 Business &
Industry Committee
Mick Kemp*
Chair
Erin Eilers
Chair-elect
Travis Meyer
Past Chair
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
Jason Barelman
Wes Blecke
Gary Boehle
Ron Gentrup
Brian Kufner
Ken Kwapnioski*
Randy Larson
Mark Lenihan
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Angela Pravecek
Mark Putnam
Corby Schweers
Adam Severson
BJ Woehler
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...Certified Community
Technology was designed
to attract first rate students
and faculty. In addition,
the project will increase
the number of industrial
technology
teachers,
diversified manufacturing
administrators, construction
and
safety
managers,
drafters, and computer
programmers to the facility.
The CAT will also provide
northeast Nebraska with
resources
to
support
management
training
for industries, encourage
ongoing
employee
development, foster small
business
entrepreneurs
interested in manufacturing
and engage in applied
industry research.
“For nearly a decade,
the City of Wayne strongly
encouraged WSC to expand
its facilities and programs,”
said Cale Giese, Mayor of
Wayne. “When the CAT
Project became a possibility,
the
City
of
Wayne
understood the boost it
would provide to workforce
development in northeast
Nebraska. City leaders were
quick to support both the
CAT Project and WSC.”
“As an Economic
Development
Certified
Community, the City of
Wayne understands the
vital connection between
economic
development
leaders and Nebraska’s
educational
institutions,”
said Nebraska Diplomats
President Jane McDaniel.

“By utilizing technology
to market local industries,
this
community
is
encouraging schools such
as Wayne State College
to facilitate relationships
between business leaders
and potential employees.
These efforts support the
city’s overall goals to build
new opportunities within
Nebraska’s workforce.”
The City of Wayne’s
Economic
Development
Program Fund (LB840)
provides a local tool for
financial assistance to area
businesses and community
development
projects.
Following an EF-4 Tornado
on Oct. 4, 2013 that impacted
the Wayne Industrial Park,
the City of Wayne set aside
LB840 Funds for businesses
adversely affected by the
tornado. The city’s LB840
fund provided financial
assistance
to
rebuild
the industrial park with
minimal loss of businesses
and support for business
expansions.
“Innovation from local
leaders often plays an
important role in the success
of business retention and
expansion within Nebraska’s
Economic
Development
Certified Communities,” Lt.
Gov. Foley said. “The City
of Wayne’s LB840 Fund
is a great example of the
community’s commitment
to providing economic
incentives
for
local
employers. Over the past

ten years, the city’s LB840
program has provided more
than $3 million in funding
to business and community
development projects.”
In 2018, the Cities of
Wayne
and
Wakefield
partnered with WAED and
the Wayne Community
Housing
Development
Corporation (WCHDC) to
pursue funding from the
newly established Nebraska
Rural Workforce Housing
Fund (RWHF).
Local
matching funds from public
and private partnerships
garnered $750,000 in local
pledges and a $250,000
award from the Nebraska
Investment
Finance
Authority.
Ultimately,
Wayne and its partners were
awarded $639,000 from the
RWHF, which stimulated
a surge in affordable
workforce housing projects
in the region.
“By building partnerships,
the City of Wayne has been
helping to bridge the gap
between local students and
potential job opportunities,
has been making workforce
housing more affordable
and attainable, and has been
retaining and expanding
business despite unforeseen
natural disasters,” said
WAED Executive Director
Luke Virgil. “Repeatedly, the
City of Wayne has shown
that it is a great regional
resource for workforce
development, housing, and
businesses.”

www.wayneworks.org

The song “Auld Lang
Syne” is a staple around the
Holidays and provides that
final wave of #thefeels at
the end of “It’s a Wonderful
Life.” Most of us are familiar
with the tune, but very few
of us know the lyrics.
Looking at the opening
lyrics, it is easy to see that
the song is asking if we
should forget the past. As
the verses progress, the song
answers its own question by
recounting past adventures
and agreeing to remain
friends.
As 2018 came to a close,
the WAED Team took some
time to reflect on all of the
activities that took place
during the past year. Even
though we excluded some of
the major recurring events
like the Chicken Show and
Christmas on Main, the list
of activities we compiled
is impressive and will be
included in the membership

Wayne Works Exchange
packets that will be sent out
through January. When you
see the list, please note that
all of the activities required
some sort of volunteerism or
partnership to be successful.
The final verse of “Auld
Lang Syne” proclaims, ‘And
there’s a hand my trusty
friend!/And give us a hand
o’ thine!’ At WAED, our
existence relies heavily on
the partnerships that our
organization has developed
throughout the community.
Each year, we ask all of
our partners to make a
membership investment to
ensure that our organization
can continue to provide
a focused and integrated
economic
development
effort for the greater
community.
WAED
has
several
different
levels
of
membership
investment:
Diamond Investor ($5,000+);
Platinum Investor ($3,000+);

Gold Investor ($1,500+);
Silver Investor ($750+);
Bronze Investor ($400+);
Individual & Home-Based
Business ($200+); NonProfit ($100+); and Student
($25). As you consider your
membership
investment
options, please understand
that
membership
in
WAED is meant to create a
partnership between you or
your business and our office.
As the WAED Team looks
to the New Year, we hope
that a tweak to Clarence’s
lesson for George can
apply to Wayne. We firmly
believe that no community
is a failure when it has great
partnerships.
We look
forward to discussing the
success of our partnerships
through 2018 and anticipate
renewed
membership
investments with you in
2019!
Happy New Year!
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2018 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett*
Jennifer Sievers
Martina Swanson

2018 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Cindy Brummond
Justin Davis*
Josh Hopkins
Eric Knutson
Brandon Mainquist
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson
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City Officials
Mayor:
Cale Giese
Council Members:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Terri Buck (W 1)
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
Dwaine Spieker (W 3)
Chris Woehler(W 1)
City Administrator:
Wes Blecke

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Terry Sievers (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

Chamber Coffee Schedule
One of the valuable
member
benefits
for
Wayne Area Economic
Development is the ability to
host a Chamber Coffee. This
is a great marketing tool for
your business, whether you
are introducing new staff,
demonstrating products, or
making any other business
announements. By using
the weekly Chamber Coffee
as your platform, you will
have the chance to get
in front of your business

peers, engaged community
members, and the local
media.
The Coffee schedule can
fill up rather quickly, so if
you have an anniversary or
other occassion you want
to mark, you will need to
reserve your 2019 Friday as
soon as possible. Contact
the office to save a date.
Hosting duties are as
simple as picking up the
Coffee “kit” containing a 55
cup coffee pot, coffee, cups,

napkins, and a sign-in book
the day before the scheduled
coffee or arranging another
coffee service of your
choice. The host is also
responsible for providing
a morning snack and an
alternate beverage. Invite
your business partners,
suppliers, and out of town
contacts. Then be prepared
to greet the coffee crowd
and make your presentation
to the group for a simple and
effective business promo.

Wayne Works Exchange
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January 2019 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

1

OFFICE
CLOSED

Thursday

7

8

8 am Organization
Committee @
WAED

Saturday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

18

19

4 pm Special
Events @White
Dog Pub

6

Friday

9

Noon Marketing
@ Tacos & More

8 am WAED Exec
@ WAED
Noon B&I @ The
Max

8 am Revitalize
Wayne @ SMR

10 am Chamber
Coffee hosted
by Mikey C
Productions/
WayneAmerica.com
@ AquaPop

10 am Chamber
Coffee and Ribbon
Cutting @ Ekeko
Blends

10 am-4 pm
Leadership Wayne
@ Majestic Theatre

13

14

15

16

17

7 am WAED Board 10 am Chamber
@ SMR
Coffee @ WSC
Press Box

5:30 pm Chicken 5:30 pm City
Show @ SMR
Council

8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Leadership 2.0

Boy Scout Paper
and Aluminum
Can Drive

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

4-7 pm Annual
Banquet @
Beaumont
Event Center

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ St. Mary’s
School

10 am Chamber
Coffee and Ribbon
Cutting @ Main
Street Garage

February
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

