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Ace Community Meeting

Since the announcement
of Shopko’s closing in March,
WAED and our partners have
been working to recruit a viable
retail replacement. In June,
discussions began with Ace
thanks to a local connection at
Sand Creek Post & Beam and
their CEO Steve LeGrand.
For the past few years,
WAED Team
LeGrand and his wife have
Luke Virgil
owned/operated an Ace store
Executive Director
in Blair, NE. As the discussions
lvirgil@wayneworks.org
with LeGrand and the Ace
District Manager progressed,
Irene Mock
WAED and other local partners
Assistant Director
imock@wayneworks.org
were impressed with three
major factors about Ace.
Abby Schademann
First,
Ace
champions
Marketing, Events,
customer
service.
Second,
and Tourism Coordinator
aschademann@wayneworks.org Ace encourages their local
stores to be committed to
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their local community. Third,
and most importantly, Ace
carries far more products than
the traditional hardware or
tools associated with the Ace
Hardware brand.
Please note, Ace will carry
some of that traditional
hardware and WAED is aware
that three other businesses in
Wayne already have similar
inventory. However, the appeal
of Ace has always been the
products that they can carry
beyond hardware or tools.
For items beyond the
traditional hardware, Ace
allows its local store owners/
operators to set their store
inventory and to change
it based on local needs or
demands. While Ace is not a

perfect imitation of Shopko,
WAED believes Ace will be
able to fill a good portion of the
Shopko void.
LeGrand and a group of
local investors have decided to
open an Ace store in Wayne at
the old Shopko location. The
Ace Investors are still working
through the process with
Ace’s corporate office, as well
as the logistics for financing
the project and securing the
building. If everything works
out, the Ace Investors hope
to open the Wayne Ace in the
spring of 2020.
While Ace is known as
the helpful place, they need
your help now.
The Ace
Investors are asking the Wayne
community to join them for
a public meeting to provide
input on home goods, personal
goods, and other products that
are most needed in the Wayne
Ace. The meeting will be held
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 6
at the Wayne Fire Hall. WAED
and the Ace Investors hope to
see you there.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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SNB Blue Devil Branch Now Open
A Ribbon Cutting
was held on October
24th for the SNB Blue
Devil Branch that will
be open on Thursday
mornings, 7:30-8:20 am,
in the school cafeteria to
accept student deposits.
State Nebraska Bank
& Trust and Wayne
Elementary
School
have joined efforts
to offer a unique inschool savings program
for
students
called
the SNB Blue Devil
Branch. With parental
permission, studentsin
kindergarten thru 6th
grade
will
now be able to
open a savings
account
at
school.
The
emphasis
is
on
regular
savings, not big
balances. “We
are excited to
offer students
the chance to
save
money
from a young
age and build
strong habits to become

As we express our
gratitude, we must
never forget that the
highest appreciation
is not to utter words,
but to live by them.
~John Fitzgerald
Kennedy

lifelong savers,” said
Russ Plager, principal
of Wayne Elementary
School.
“Having the
branch in the school
makes it both easy
and exciting for our
elementary students to
reach thesegoals.”
The new branch is
staffed by 5th and 6th
grade student tellers
under
supervision
ofbank employees and
Andi Diediker, 5th
grade math teacher and
the program’s school
contact.
The branch
will be closed over the

summer months and
reopen each school year.
Students will maintain
their accounts during
their time at school,
with
withdrawals
allowed when either
the
student
leaves
Wayne Elementary or
graduates from 6th
grade. More account
details can be found
at
www.statenebank.
c o m / a b o u t /
blue-devil-branch.
This unique program
is part of a statewide effort led by the
Nebraska Council on

www.wayneworks.org

Wayne Works Exchange

Holiday Promotions
Economic Education to
teachfinancial literacy
to youth.
Currently,
there are nearly 30 inschool savings programs
operating in Nebraska
and Iowa.
Lessons
will also be taught
in classrooms about
financial literacy, led
by Wayne State College
economics
professor
Dr. Lindsey Doctorman
and her team of college
students, in partnership
with
the
Nebraska
Council on Economic
Education.

Revitalize Wayne has
registered our Holiday Stamp
Card Promotion as a Shop
Small 2019 Neighborhood
Champion!
This year, American
Express is celebrating a
decade of Small Business
Saturday®. If you have not
already registered your
busineses,
you
should
consider applying. If you
have participated in the past,
you will want to review your
business listing ot make sure
it is up to date and shows
accurately on the Shop Small
interactive map.
By
registering
your
business, you will receive help
with attracting customers on
Small Business Saturday and
you will be able to show off

your Shop Small pride with
downloadable posters, social
posts, and an email template
you can customize. These
materials are free, easy, and
available now in the Shop
Small Studio, compliments
of American Express. at
shopsmall.com. You do not
need to accept American
Express cards to participate
in the Shop Small programs.
The deadline for signing

onto the Holiday Stamp Card
Promotion is November 8.
Your business will be listed
on the Stamp Cards and
the promotion kit will be
delivered to your business
during the week of Novmber
18 so you will be ready to
reward early shoppers with
double stamps on the first
day, November 21.
Christmas on Main events
on November 21 will feature
the Parade of Lights, the Jolly
Trolley, and Visits with Santa.
Enter the Business Window
Decorating
contest
for
advertising prize packages.
Let the office know if you
have other activities that you
would like included in the list
of things to be promoted that
evening.

Chamber Bucks at Work

Wayne Ambassadors assisted with a Ribbon Cutting for the SNB
Blue Devil Branch at the Wayne Elementary School on October 24.
Working to improve
the community of Wayne
and its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development!
Wayne Community
Housing Development Corp.
108 W 3rd St.
Wayne, NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing
opportunity partner

Chamber Bucks are not
only a great one size fits all
gift idea, they are also suitable
for employee incentives
and end of year bonuses.
Chamber Bucks require no
gift wrapping and can easily
fit inside a greeting card.
Here are some paractical
guidelines for the use of
Chamber Bucks:
Chamber Bucks can
only be purchased in
denominations of $5, $10,
and $20. They are a legal
check and have a suggested
use by date of 180 days.
Chamber
Bucks
are
redeemable only by Chamber

Members as a benefit of
membership. They should
be treated as a check for the
printed amount and change
returned as if for cash. The
depositing business should
indicate where the Chamber
Bucks were spent on the line
indicated on the front of
the check and endorse the
reverse as usual when

including them in your
regular bank deposit.
Please contact the office
to place orders of over $200
so that the checks can be
printed and ready for you
to pick up. Chamber Bucks
are purchased for an even
exchange and must be paid
for at the time of purchase.

VOID

Page 3

2019 Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Chair
Nancy Johnson
Vice Chair
Mike Powicki*
Co-Secretary
Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary
Carolyn Albracht
Heidi Claussen
Jen Claussen
Lowell Heggemeyer
Mark Kanitz
Matt Ley*
Teresa Tiedtke

Nebraska Main Street
Network
The Nebraska Main
Street Network is
dedicated to educating
communities across
the state so they have
the knowledge and
skills to revitalize their
traditional commercial
business districts.
Better educated
communities bring
jobs, investment,
and people to small
towns and commercial
districts.

www.wayneworks.org

2019 Business &
Industry Committee
Erin Eilers
Chair
Chair-elect
Brian Kufner
Past Chair
Mick Kemp*
Jill Sweetland
Secretary
Jason Barelman
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New DED Director visit Wayne
On Oct. 21, WAED was able to host Mr.
Anthony Goins and Mr. Dan Curran. Goins is
the new Director of the Nebraska Department
of Economic Development (DED) and Curran
is the Deputy Director of Programs at DED.
Goins officially began his DED Director
duties on Oct. 7 and has been traveling
across Nebraska to meet with business and
community leaders. Wayne was the last of
three stops that Goins and Curran made that
day.
Goins and Curran began their visit to
Wayne with a tour the Center for Applied
Technology at WSC, which was conducted
by Dr. Marysz Rames, Dr. Vaughn Benson,

Wes Blecke
Gary Boehle
Megan Finn

met with business leaders at Johnnie Byrd
Brewing Company for a discussion on the
opportunities and challenges that Wayne
faces. Those representing Wayne’s businesses
included Jim Frank, Ron Gentrup, Mick
Kemp, Matt Ley, Irene Mock, Cap Peterson,
Mike Powicki, Greg Ptacek, Corby Schweers,
and Luke Virgil.
While the mood was relaxed and
conversational, the group was able to highlight
several major topics, including: expanding
broadband service, especially in rural areas;
addressing workforce recruitment and
development; providing affordable housing;
meeting healthcare needs, especially in rural
areas;
managing/
reducing
high
property taxes; and
bridging Rural vs.
Urban demands.

Ron Gentrup
Ken Kwapnioski*
Mark Lenihan
Travis Meyer
Dave Olson
Mandy Olson
Kevin Peterson
Angela Pravecek
Mark Putnam
Corby Schweers
Terry Sievers
Adam Severson
BJ Woehler

Dr. Tim Garvin, Dr. Jeff Allen, and NSCS
Trustee Cap Peterson. While showcasing the
$15.8M addition to the College of Business &
Technology, Dr. Rames was able to share her
vision for WSC and the cooperative initiative
that WSC will be piloting over the next few
years.
After departing WSC, Goins and Curran

Wayne, and Business and
Industry
Committees.
Terms will run from January
2020 to December 2022.
Running for the Revitalize
Wayne Committee is Matt
Ley and Diane Vovos. Gary
Boehle and Mick Kemp are
on the ballot for Business and
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Nebraska Travel Conference -Abby Schademann
On October 21-24 I
traveled to North Platte
for the Nebraska Tourism
Conference. This year’s
conference was a great
learning experience. Our
keynote speaker for the
beginning of the conference
was David Rendall, author
of Pink Goldfish and he
spoke about embracing
flaws instead of fixing them
and went through seven
strategies of how to achieve
that goal. The book Pink
Goldfish is available on
Audible, Amazon, or we
have a copy at the office
if anyone is interested in
learning more.
I attended a session
that was focused on Using
Quirky Events to Generate
Revenue and learned about
how events are not only great
for the quality of life, but
how strong their economic

impact is. We are home to dedicated bike riders that
one of the strangest events only ride on gravel roads in
that take place in the United rural areas. It is very popular
near Lincoln and people
really enjoy it because for
the most part gravel roads
are more flat, secluded,
and challenging. We hope
to encourage more gravel
grinders to our area.
If you are looking for out
of the box ideas or would
like to discuss more of what
I learned at the Nebraska
Tourism Conference, please
State and perhaps the world. feel free to contact me and
We are ahead of the game we can set up a time to visit.
The Nebraska Tourism
by making sure we have
offers
inclusive events that our Commission
community and our visitors marketing grants every year
and if anyone is interested
are able to be involved in.
Another session was on in applying or partnering
Sports Tourism and what together to help promote the
trends Nebraska is seeing community or the region
for new sporting events. please contact the office for
One that I find intriguing more information.
is gravel grinders. These are

Agricultural Outlook Seminar

WAED Board of Directors Election
Ballots were sent out
to voting members of
Wayne Area Economic
Development
on
Nov.
1. Positions open on the
WAED Board of Directors
include one representative
each for 3 year terms for
the Organization, Revitalize

www.wayneworks.org

Industry, while Justin Davis
and Brandon Mainquist
are vying to represent the
Organization
committee.
Write-ins are also an option
on the ballot.
Completed ballots must be
returned to the WAED office
by end of day November 29.

The Ag Task Force
is making plans for the
12th Annual Ag Outlook
Seminar and Appreciation
Lunch on December 6 at the
Wayne Fire Hall. Session
speakers include Pam Miller
from Siouxland Ethanol,
on the ethanol industry
for 2020; Nebraska State
Climatologist Al Dutcher
on weathercasting; and Jim
Jansen, UNL Extension on

factors influencing current
land values. The Wayne
High Voc Ag students
will also participate in
the program. Following a
hearty noon meal sponsored
by area businesses, Jim
Jansen will present a
bonus session on Landlord
Lease Agreements 2020.
Sponsoring
businesses
will receive tickets to the
Seminar and Lunch that

they pass along to their
customers as a token of
appreciation. Contact the
office ASAP to secure yoru
sponsorship. Sponsoring
businesses are reminded to
be sure to distribute their
tickets as that is the only way
tickets are made available to
the farmers. Any business
is also welcome to donate
door prizes to be awarded
at the end of the program.
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2019 Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Jeaney Harris*
Mick Kemp
Kaki Ley
Heather Reinhardt
Laura Robinett*
Jennifer Sievers
Martina Swanson

2019 Organization
Committee
Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Cindy Brummond
Justin Davis*
Josh Hopkins
Eric Knutson
Brandon Mainquist
Jeryl Nelson
Kevin Peterson
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Cale Giese
Council President:
Jill Brodersen (W 4)
Council Members:
Terri Buck (W 1)
Matt Eischeid (W 2)
Chris Woehler (W 1)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Jason Karsky (W 3)
Jennifer Sievers (W 2)
Dwaine Spieker (W 3)
City Administrator:
Wes Blecke

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Terry Sievers (D 1)
Jim Rabe (D 3)

2020 Chicken Show Theme Revealed
The
Wayne
Chicken
Show
committee hosted a
watch party for the
Small Town Big Deal
episode, Something’s
Run AFowl, featuring
the
2019
Wayne
Chicken Show. The
series airs on RFD-TV
and other syndicated
stations nationwide.
It can also be seen on
YouTube.
Co-hosts, Rodney
Miller and Jann Carl,
and a small production
crew visited Wayne
and even participated
in the zany events
throughout Chicken Show
Weekend. A few locals
residents were also featured
in the episode. If you would
like to view the episode it
is available on Youtube.

Just search Small Town Big
Deal Wayne, NE.
Following the viewing
of the short feature, the
2020 theme was revealed.
40 Years of Eggsellence
will be depicted on the

front of the yellow
t-shirt
reminescent
of the earliest of shirt
designs created by
Marla McCue and
updated for 2020 by
her daughter Katie
Wynia. The back of
the shirt will leave
spaces for Sponsors
of Eggselence at the
$1500 and above level
interspersed
with
icons of past popular
themes.
Chicken
Show
planning continues
on the 2nd Monday of
each month with the
November meeting
scheduled for The Max.
Anyone one wishing to
participate in the planning
or share ideas for future
Chicken Show activities is
welcome to attend.

Taste of Victory Check Presentation
Presenting a check
from the September
Taste
of
Victory
Tailgate in the amount
of $1806 to the Wayne
Community
School
Foundation
were
winning chefs Brandon
Hall and Justin Davis,
WCS
Foundation
Director Brandon Foote
and WAED staff Abby
Schademann and Irene
Mock.
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November 2019 Calendar

City Officials
Mayor:
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Sunday

Monday

Put out WSC Signs

Tuesday

Wednesday

Put out WHS Signs

Thursday

Friday

Put out Wayne, NE Signs

1

2

8

9

10 am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
Swans for Men

3

4

5
Wayne High
School Junior Job
Shadow Day
5:30 pm City
Council

10

11

12

Veteran’s Day
8 am Revitalize
5:30 pm-Chicken Wayne @ SMR
Show @ The Max 8 am Org @
WAED
10am-4pm Leadership Wayne @
Elkhorn Valley
Bank

17

18

19

6

7 pm ACE Community Meeting @
Fire Hall

13

8 am WAED Exec
@ WAED

25

26

7

7:45 am Ag Task
Force @ Tacos &

More

20

14

15

16

21

22

23

29

30

Noon B&I TBD

7 am WAED Board
@ SMR
6:30 pm Parade of
Lights

27
Noon-6 pm LifeServe Blood Drive
@ Fire Hall

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Pac N
Save
Noon Special
Events @ The Table

12pm Marketing
@ Tacos and More

5:30 pm City
Council

24

Saturday

28
Office Closed
for Thanksgsiving

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ Wayne
Auto Parts 50th
Anniversary

10 am Chamber
Coffee @ First
National Bank of
Omaha

Office Closed
No Chamber Coffee

www.wayneworks.org
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort for the
greater community on behalf of all of its residents.
108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

www.wayneworks.org

