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Why Wayne?
As you will notice throughout this newsletter issue and
future issues (and published in
the Wayne Herald/Morning
Shopper and on radio on KTCY
104.9 FM and KTCH 1590 AM),
the Marketing Committee is busy
with the Pride in Wayne – Carry It
With You campaign. The testimonials are inspired simply by asking the participants to give a brief
bio and to answer the question
“Why Wayne?”

By: Wes Blecke
tunities. We both value our
immediate and extended family
very much, and we both have
many family members in and
around the immediate Wayne
area. And we both chose Wayne
for its quality educational systems. While we graduated from
Wayne State College
(undergrad), it was the educa-

tional tradition of the public
school system and its many successful extracurricular activities
that made us want Wayne. Starting a family puts life into a perspective that cannot be simulated
by anything else. At the end of
the day, we both knew that
Wayne was the place to be. In so
many ways, Wayne Works for us
and Wayne Works for all of us in
this community.
As Gary Boehle wrote at the end
of all of his newsletter articles in
2008, “Sell Wayne.” While we
would hope much of Wayne
could sell itself, it’s always good
to remind ourselves and others
we see that Wayne Works. Have
pride in Wayne and remember to
carry that pride with you and
show it to others through this
holiday season and into 2010 and
beyond. We are fortunate to have
the opportunity to choose where
we live, work and play...and we
choose Wayne! Merry Christmas
everyone, from Wayne Area Economic Development ■ Chamber
■ Main Street. We wish you a
very happy and prosperous New
Year!

Ask yourself that same question:
Why Wayne? Why did you come
to Wayne? Why didn’t you ever
leave Wayne? Why did you leave
Wayne and then come back? We
all have different answers to this
simple question. In the end, however, you can be assured the answers will likely include employment or business ownership,
family/friends, or education.
Andrea and I chose to come back
to the Wayne area over 4 years
ago. We didn’t have to; we chose
to come back to the area and
make Wayne our home. All
three of the above examples were
the critical factors in making our
decision. We both had job oppor-

Staff Changes
Curt Frye, Board Chair, has announced that Wes Blecke has
accepted the position as the new
Executive Director of Wayne
Area Economic Development.
Wes brings four years of experience as the Assistant Director to
the position. “I am truly excited
for the opportunity to help lead

the organization and community into the future. Wayne and
the Wayne area have so much
going for it; we need to continue to make it an even better
place to live, work and play.”
Irene Fletcher has been tapped
to fill the Assistant Director

info@wayneworks.org

position. Irene has held the Office Manager job since November
2005.
Blecke and Fletcher will begin
interviewing candidates for the
Office Manager position in December.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) WAYNE-NE
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Quote of the Month
Christmas is not in tinsel
and lights and outward
show. The secret lies in
an inner glow.
It’s lighting a fire inside
the heart, Good Will and
Joy a vital part.
Wilfred Peterson
1900-1995

Wayne Rotary Club Projects
Wayne Rotary Club’s Annual
Soup and Dessert Supper is
Thursday, December 3, 5-7:30
pm. With a menu of homemade chili and chicken noodle soup along with a wide
selection of fresh baked pies,
the supper is the major fund
raising activity for the community service group.
So what does the club raise
money for? Rotary Soup and
Dessert proceeds are used for
three youth related educational projects. A $1000 scholarship is provided each year to
a Wayne High School senior
for studies at Wayne State
College. A primary selection
criterion for this scholarship is

You and your family are invited:

Long Term Care-A Family
Affair
Presented by
George Phelps, CFP, CLU
The Oaks, 1500 Vintage Hill Dr.
Tuesday, December 8th
3:00 PM and 6:30 PM
Dessert will be served
Sponsored by: THE OAKS
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

For more information about
the activities of the Wayne
Rotary Club, please contact
President Darrell Miller at
375-4698 or
kdarrellm@msn.com.

Holiday Promotions

Help Wanted:
Office Manager, 30-40 hours per
week. The preferred candidate will
have good oral and written communication skills; organizational, time
management skills; basic computer
experience including financial software; and knowledge of general
office procedures. Please submit
cover letter and resume to Wayne
Area Economic Development, PO
Box 275, Wayne NE 68787, or
info@wayneworks.org.

financial need and your support can make the difference in
allowing a graduating senior to
pursue a college education. A
$500 annual scholarship goes
to a WSC student participating
in the campus Rotaract club, a
college affiliate of Rotary International. Selection criteria for

this scholarship include leadership potential and community service. All area third
grade students are presented
with a personal copy of a dictionary. More than 425 dictionaries have been distributed
each of the last four years to
third-graders in Wayne Elementary and St. Mary’s, Allen,
Emerson-Hubbard, LaurelConcord, Pender, Wakefield,
Winside, and Wisner-Pilger.

$750 in Chamber Bucks is being
given away during the Holiday
Stamp Card Promotion which
began on November 6th. Weekly
stamp card drawings for $50 in
Chamber Bucks are held at the
10:00 am Chamber Coffee, with
a final drawing for one $500
winner on Friday, December
18th.
The Wayne Public Library is
hosting the Second Annual Holiday Wreath Display & Silent
Auction through December 7.
Call the library at 375-3135 if
you have questions.
Country Classics 4-H Club has
organized Fantasy Forest to be
held on December 3 and 4 at the
City Auditorium. Contact Jill

Belt at 375-2940 for more information. Fantasy Forest will be
the host site for Chamber Coffee
on December 4 with entertainment by the elementary students
under the direction of Monica
Jensen. The Rotary Soup and Pie
Supper and St. Mary’s Bake Sale
will be held on Thursday evening, December 3. Contribut-

ing a festive atmosphere for
this year’s supper are carolers
from the Wayne State College
music department and the
Wayne Community Theatre.
Tasty treats from St. Mary’s
Bake Sale and a chance to win
a WII game system from the
Rotaract Club will be available
for purchase. Tickets available
at the door from 5-7:30 pm. at
the Wayne City Auditorium.
The Annual Parade of Lights will
take place on Thursday, December 10 at 7 pm. The parade traditionally runs on Main Street
downtown from First to Sixth
Street disbanding north of the
Ameritas parking lot. Businesses,

organizations and individuals are
encouraged to create entries
lighted in a festive manner.
Walkers and youth are welcome
to participate in this short parade
route that concludes with visits
with Santa Claus for area children.
The Q125 Committee is sponsoring an Outdoor Residential Holiday Decorating Contest.
All
homes within the Wayne city
limits are welcome to participate.
Prize money of $125 will be
awarded to one winner in each of
three categories: Religious, Nostalgic, and Martha Stewart
Would Be Proud. Homeowners
may submit an entry or be nominated by an admirer by Monday,
December 14. Entry forms are
available at the WAED office.
Businesses are encouraged to
offer Extended Holiday Shopping hours throughout the season and promote those hours in
their usual advertising.

info@wayneworks.org

Why Wayne?
My hometown is Lyons, NE
and I am a Senior Marketing
major at Wayne State College,
graduating May 2010. I am
also involved as the Fundraising Chair for Delta Sigma Pi,
Secretary for Society for Human Resource Managers, and
VP of the Navigators.
The ties between the community and college help us develop
as future professionals. The
opportunities that are created
help us understand why a
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By: Lucas Rix, Senior Marketing Major, WSC
smaller community like Wayne
would be an enticement for
students to stay here after
graduation. For instance Project Majestic has shown what
can happen if a few determined
minds come together for the
betterment of a community.
Volunteering on these types of
community projects strengthens
the college and community ties.
I have pride in Wayne State
College and the community of
Wayne.

Dan Wibben
Chair
Paula Bonneau
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Lindsi Frahm
Youth Representative

Stocking Stuffers
If you need help with your
Christmas shopping, Wayne
Area Economic Development
has a few suggestions.
Chamber Bucks make great
one-size-fits-all gifts for friends,
family, and those other important people on your list like
teachers, Sunday School and
Scout leaders, and paper carriers. They can be used to tip
those who provide special services to you throughout the
year. Chamber Bucks are available in denominations of $5,
$10, and $20 at the Chamber
and Economic Development
office. They can be redeemed at
any member business.
There is a limited supply of
2009 Cook Books, selling at
$15 each, available at Tangles,
Pac ‘N Save, Dianne’s, Copy
Write, the Oaks, and the office.
The Chicken Show committee
has discounted the 2009
Chicken Shirts to $10 and most
sizes are still available. The
Q125 souvenirs are also sale
priced and can be found at
Swans, the Coffee Shoppe and
the High School Holiday Store.

2009
Marketing
Committee

Mick Kemp
The Holiday store will be located at 3rd and Main in the
former First National Bank
building and features a variety
of Blue Devil items. Wayne
High students will operate the

Holiday Store on Thursday
evenings December 3, 10, and
17 from 5-8 pm and Saturday
mornings, December 5 and 12
from 9-12 am.

Randy Pedersen
Heather Reinhardt
Melissa Urbanec

2009
Organization
Committee

Mike Varley
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Chadd Frideres
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson
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Special Events
2009
Business & Industry
Committee

Kevin Peterson
Chair

Stephanie Hansen
Chair Elect

Sarah Surber
Secretary

Gary Boehle
Past Chair

Curt Frye
Kevin Hoffart
Staci Jensen
Lowell Johnson
Ken Kwapnioski
David Ley
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Jeff Morlok

The Business After Hours Chili
and Salsa Cook-Off has become
a November tradition. This
year, 35 contestants competed
for top honors in the chili and
salsa categories. Nearly 150
ticketholders cast their votes for
their favorite chili and salsa. In
a special competition between
the chefs at the Oaks and Premier Estates, Chef Bob Lamb
of the Oaks took home the
honors.
Thanks to all the participants
and guests who shared an evening of fun and food.
The Special Events committee
is making plans for the Annual
Banquet scheduled for January
31, 2010. They will be soliciting items for the Silent Auction. Proceeds from the Silent
Auction will fund the Annual
WSC Band Day Scholarship.
Contact the office for more
information.
The Special Events committee
is looking for someone to step
up to chair the committee.
Jason Barelman has graciously
led this group for a number of
years and will be stepping down
after the Annual Banquet.

Chili winners include (left to right) Nick Muir 3rd Place, Cathy
Varley, the Coffee Shoppe 2nd Place, and Danielle Wurdeman 1st
Place.

Winners in the Salsa category were (left to right) Mike Craft 3rd
Place, Laura Winters, Premier Estates 2nd place, and Callie Naylor, WSC Family and Consumer Sciences Professionals 1st Place .

Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Jennifer Phelps
Corby Schweers
Lois Shelton
Kelvin Wurdeman

Third Quarter Congeniality
Who always greets you
with a smile? Who is always very helpful in answering your questions?
Who always tries their best
and gives quality service?
These questions were answered when The Wayne
Ambassadors presented
the Third Quarter Congeniality Award to Terri
Buck at Chamber Coffee
on November 20, hosted
Terri Buck (left) accepts the Third Quarter by Pamida. Terri is emCongeniality Award from Ambassador President ployed full-time by North
Bob Keating.
Star Services and also

works part-time at Pamida.
“Working at Pamida is my
social outlet” says Terri. “I
enjoy seeing everyone
when they are shopping at
Pamida.”
This award was first presented in 1986 and continues to be awarded each
quarter.
To nominate
someone, write a brief
synopsis of why you think
they deserve this award
and drop it off, mail, or
fax it to the WAED office.

info@wayneworks.org
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Q125 Community Tree
Mayor Lois Shelton led the
countdown for the lighting
of the Community Christmas tree on the corner of
7th & Main on Sunday
November 29. Wayne Community Theatre members
led those gathered in caroling and Pastor Rick
Snodgrass conducted the
Invocation.
“This tree lighting ceremony
came about when the Q125
Committee met to plan
events to celebrate Wayne’s

2009
Revitalize Wayne
Committee

125th year in 2009.” said
Q125 Chair Tony Kochenash. “The committee
would like to thank all
those involved in this project, notably the Doug Carroll family for donating the
tree, Jeff Morlok and Otte
Construction, Gerhold
Concrete and Homestead
Homes for the anchors,
Northeast Nebraska Public
Power and City of Wayne
crews.”

Why Wayne?

Wayne has always been home
for me. My younger years were
spent in the Wayne Public
School system. I graduated
from Wayne High School in
1999 and from there I packed
my bags for the long journey
across town to attend Wayne
State College. In the fall of
2003, I graduated from Wayne
State College and began employment at WSC, coordinating the Help Desk activities in
the Network and Technology
Services department. In 2006,
I married Kristine Fink, also a
native to Wayne, and by the
end of that same year we chose

Kurt Schrant
Chair

Kari Wren
Vice Chair

Terri Heggemeyer
Secretary

Sandy Bartling
Tom Hansen

By: Nick Muir, WSC Network & Technology Services
to purchase a home here in
Wayne.
While Growing up in Wayne I
attended many sports camps at
WSC, spent endless hours at
the public swimming pool, and
made trips to the library for
books. From art in the park at
Bressler Park to little league
baseball, the Community Recreation Program had activities
year round for my buddies and
me. The Chicken Show and
WSC Homecoming parades
were always a hit and a chance
to refill the empty Easter basket. Bowling, and movies at the
local theatre, were favorites on
the weekends when the WSC
sports teams weren’t playing at
home. There were high school
sports and the pride of carrying
on the Wayne High Band traditions. I had the opportunity to
see athletes perform at WSC
like Brad Ottis and Byron
Chamberlain before they went
on to the NFL. Performances of
the arts were available through
Black and Gold events at WSC
with the Vienna Choir Boys
and The Nutcracker, as well as
concerts with Adam Sandler
and the Goo Goo Dolls. Looking ahead, it is great to know

that many of these opportunities I enjoyed in my youth will
still be available when Kristine
and I start our family.
My wife and I also have many
experiences outside of Wayne
having traveled to Washington
D.C., California, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, Colorado, Minnesota, the Dakotas, Iowa, Virginia, Illinois, Mexico, Singapore, and more. A person
should take time to live life and
experience the world, and have
a place to call home. Wayne is
that place for my wife and me.
Together we spend time with
our parents who also reside in
Wayne. We enjoy walking the
community trail, golfing with
friends and family, and we look
forward to the annual events
we’ve discovered as a couple
such as the chili cook-off and
the Jaycee’s Mud Volleyball
tournament, to name a few.
The next time you hear someone speak of Wayne with the
words “No opportunities”, ask
them, “Have you truly experienced everything Wayne has to
offer?”

Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mick Kemp
Tony Kochenash
Marie Mohr
Jeff Morlok
Nana Peterson
Lois Shelton
Diane Vovos
Craig Walling
Reggie Yates

The National Trust Main Street
Center's mission is to empower
people, organizations, and
communities to achieve ongoing
downtown and neighborhood
district revitalization based upon
the principles of selfdetermination, resource
conservation, and incremental
transformation represented
through the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach™.
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City Officials

NLC Congress of Cities

By: Mayor Lois Shelton

Mayor:
Lois Shelton
Council President:
Doug Sturm (W 1)
Council Members:
Dale Alexander (W 2)
Kathy Berry (W 2)
Ken Chamberlain (W 4)
Brian Frevert (W 3)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Jim Van Delden (W 1)

City Administrator:

Just returning from a National
League of Cities Convention I am
filled with new ideas. The sessions I
attended varied widely from increased and better use of technology, the probable impact of health
care reform on municipalities and
how green rehab improves the
health of a home’s occupants to the
need to prepare continually for
disasters, especially communication
with the media.
I heard William Freund, Chief
Economist Emeritus of the New
York Stock Exchange, give his predictions on the economy (sluggish
for the next 3-5 years), Ed Begley Jr.
relate his journey of “green-ness”
and Doris Kearns Goodwin tell of
Abraham Lincoln’s choices for his
cabinet based not on friendship but

Why Wayne?

on those who would do the best
job despite their dislike of him.

one that has out-sourced all city
services except public safety.

I saw exhibits of EPA information,
playground equipment, concrete
furniture and pervious pavers,
waste & recycling containers, lighting displays, traffic calming products, software of all kinds, and premade public restrooms. There
were cities showcasing green efforts, downtown improvements,
owner rehab models, youth leadership programs, connecting with
neighborhoods for clean-up and

More than anything, I have returned with the understanding that
I know only a fraction of what I
could know to make me a better
mayor. There are many wonderful
people out there giving their very
best to their cities and residents.
And there are many ways to run a
city. I am inspired to improve my
efforts.

By: Emily Rockhill, Kindergarten Teacher, Wayne-Carroll Elementary
Danny and I chose to stay in
Wayne because we liked the
small town atmosphere and felt it
would be a great place to “put
down roots.” My immediate family (dad, mom and younger
brother & wife) still lives back in
Iowa. Wayne provided us both
with jobs we absolutely
love! We are so lucky to have

Lowell Johnson

WSC Winter Wonderland
County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Jim Rabe (D 3)
Kelvin Wurdeman (D 1)

Join in a Winter Wonderland at
Wayne State College on Wednesday, December 2nd at 7pm, located
on the West Side of the Hahn administration building at 1111 Main
Street.
The Winter Wonderland will feature activities for all ages including:
Christmas Tree Lighting, Horse
Drawn Sleigh Rides, Cookies &
Hot Chocolate, Caroling, Reindeer

Games, and a visit from Mr. &
Mrs. Claus.
Everyone is welcome to participate
and there is no admission charge.
This event is sponsored by the
Student Activities Board (SAB),
Residence Life & Residence Hall
Association (RHA). For more information contact the Wayne State
College Student Activities office at
375-7322.

found two jobs, in the same town
we want to be in, doing what we
went to school for! Danny and I
also found a local church during
our time at WSC where we felt
extremely welcome and part of the
community. Our decision to stay
in Wayne has been a great one,
and we certainly feel we made the
right choice!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

3

9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

11:30 am Marketing
Committee @ Tacos
& More

9am-3pm Leadership

5:30 pm City Council
Meeting @ City Hall

Friday

4

Saturday

5

9-12 am Fantasy For1 pm Free Holiest @ City Auditorium day Movie @
Our Savior:
5-8 pm Fantasy Forest
Night at the
and Rotary Soup and 10am Chamber Coffee
Museum 2
@ Fantasy Forest
Pie Supper

Wayne Public Library Wreath Display and Silent Auction

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

5:30pm Chicken Show
@ SMR

8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

8am Organization
Committee @ SMR

7:30 am WAED Exec
Board @ WAED Office

9am-1 pm Agricultural
Outlook Seminar @
Wayne Fire Hall

1 pm Free Holiday Movie @
Our Savior: Ice
Age 3

Wayne Public Library Wreath
Display and Silent Auction

13

12:00 pm Business &
Industries Committee @
Tacos & More
5:30pm Sales Tax Advisory Committee @ SMR

5 pm Young Professionals @ SMR

10am Ribbon cutting and
Chamber Coffee @
Hands with Heart Massage

7 pm Holiday Parade of
Lights

5:30 pm Ribbon Cutting
at the Rain Tree

17

18

7am WAED Board @
SMR

10am Chamber Coffee 1 pm Free Holiand Grand Prize $250 day Movie @
Stamp Card Drawing Our Savior: UP
@ State National Bank

23

24

25

8:00 am Revitalize
Newsletter articles due Wayne Committee @
SMR

8:30 am—3:30 pm
Siouxland Community Blood Bank @
Wayne Fire Hall

8:00 am- noon Siouxland Community
Blood Bank @ Wayne
Fire Hall

28

30

31

14

15

Outdoor Residential
Holiday Decorating
Contest Entries Due

9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

16

19

5:30 pm City Council
Meeting @ City Hall

20

27

21

22

29

26
Office Closed
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Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development
effort for the greater community on behalf of all of its residents.

Outdoor Residential
Holiday Decorating Contest
Sponsored by Q125 Committee
Entry forms available at:
Wayne Area Economic Development
Nominations due December 14, 2009

$125 Awarded to Top Winner in Each Category:
*Religious

*Nostalgic

*Martha Stewart Would Be Proud

