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Leadership Wayne Graduates Eighteen
A program designed to motivate
and empower citizens
committed to building vibrant
and prosperous communities and
workplaces, for today and tomorrow, Leadership Wayne is accepting registrations for the next class
to begin in September and run
through May 2011. Because

many of the skills practiced in
Leadership Wayne will carry
over into the workplace, business owners and managers are
encouraged to consider enrolling and paying the program fee
for at least one employee. If you
have a chance to talk to any
member of the Class of 2010,
they will tell you this is a wonderful professional improvement opportunity for your staff.
The reason behind Leadership
Wayne is simple — successful
communities cultivate and grow
new leaders. It’s the grand step
in securing future community
vitality. The 2010 Leadership
Wayne class was made up of
students who are :

▪ Emerging leaders who want
to learn to work together for
common purposes
▪ Older youth interested in
staying or returning to the community someday to work and
live
▪ Committee chairs who want
to maximize the impact of their
volunteers

Leadership Wayne met one
day each month and followed
a curriculum led by faculty
from Wayne State College and
UNL Extension. Participants
gained valuable insights from a
variety of resource providers
and community leaders who
served as panelists and luncheon speakers.

Leadership Wayne Class of 2010 is pictured above at their recent Graduation
Recognition. (front row l-r) *Terri Heggemeyer, *Melanie McManigal, *Dawn
Navrkal, Louis Benscoter, Jr, *Jenn Claussen, Teresa Tiedtke. (Back l-r)
Brigitte Burbach, *Erik Halsey, Joel Kratke, Cody Wortmann, *Matt Skillstad, Brian Kesting, *Jessie Piper. Students not pictured include: Javanah
Benscoter, Nicole Schwarz, Amy Schweers, Tom Hansen, Chadd
Frideres. (*denotes perfect attendance)

Business After Hours June 4
A Flag Campaign is currently
underway to raise $2500 to cover
the replacement costs for the flags
for
the
2010
season. Each contribution of $30
made to the 2010 Flag Campaign
will enter the donor into a drawing to win a 5'x8' flag that has
been flown over the United

States Capitol in Washington,
DC in honor of Wayne Area
Veterans. Checks should be
made out to Wayne Area Economic Development and sent to
108 W 3rd Street, Wayne NE
68787.

Friday, June 4 from 5-7 pm at the
Wayne Vet's Club.
Business
After Hours includes a Pizza Buffet and Cash Bar. Split the Pot
will also benefit the Flag Campaign. Tickets are $5 at the
door.

The drawing will be held at the
Business After Hours event on

info@wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246

info@wayneworks.org

Quote of the Month

~No act of
kindness, no
matter how small,
is ever wasted~
-Aesop-

Veterans Memorial Contribution
Each new phone service
customer signed on before July
31 will earn $5 for the Wayne
County Veterans Memorial
Project

“All Hens Meeting”
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From the Executive Director
May was an incredibly busy
month in the office. Besides
continuing to plan for the 30th
Annual Wayne Chicken Show
and the 23rd Annual Vendor
Golf Tournament, the office
worked on the Northeast Nebraska Travel Council Annual
Banquet, the Makin’ Money
Camp, and initiating a Retail
Think Tank to increase retail
awareness and opportunities in
Wayne. We also responded to a
RFP and a RFI (request for
proposal or request for information) within a 2 week period –
we hadn’t had this opportunity
since April 2009! I traveled to
Gering for a Nebraska Economic Developers Association
conference, Fremont (along
with 10 others from Wayne) for
a Heritage Nebraska | Main
Street Annual Banquet and
Awards Ceremony, and capped
the month off with a trip to

D i d

y o u

Dallas for the American Wind
Energy Association (AWEA)
2010 Windpower Conference.
Irene traveled to Fremont/
Elkhorn for a Main Street
managers retreat and meeting
and Niobrara for the Northeast Nebraska Travel Council’s
Annual Banquet and Awards
Ceremony. She also spent 2
days at WSC assisting with the
Makin’ Money Camp. May
was simply a very busy month.
Wind Power 2010 in Dallas,
TX was my first trade show.
People said I would be overwhelmed with its size. I ignorantly thought, “this is my first
show; I have nothing which to
compare.” Let’s just say it was
awesome to see over 23,000
people working and visiting
booths all having a passion for
the wind industry. But what a
great experience! Of my 13
assigned “cold calls” for Ne-

braska, 3 of those I turned in to
NPPD as potential leads. (These
leads are followed up by NPPD;
individual communities who
worked the show also get to
work these leads in conjunction
with NPPD). Many at the show
were looking at wind development projects. However, as
wind development projects
increase around our area,
manufacturing is bound to
follow. Overall, it was a great
experience. I am hopeful that
Nebraska will get a few projects
from the show and that Wayne
will at least be given the opportunity to submit proposals for
these possible projects. You
can’t win the game if you don’t
at least play!
Thanks to DED, NPPD and
OPPD for organizing the show
and providing the booth space
on the floor.

kn o w …

Here are some interesting facts about travel and tourism in Nebraska:
Monday, June 28th, at 5:30 pm
At the South Meeting Room
Please bring questions, concerns,
etc. This is our last effort to get it
right. Hope to see you there!

Every
$30
contribution
made to the
2010
Flag
Campaign
b e f o r e
Memorial
Day will enter
the donor into a drawing to win a
5’x8’ flag that has been flag flown
over the United States Capitol in
Washington DC.

1. Tourism is Nebraska’s thirdlargest earner of revenue from
outside the state after agriculture
and manufacturing.
2. Almost 41,000 jobs are attributable to travel spending in Nebraska.
3. Nebraska has over 28,000
hotel, motel and bed breakfast
rooms, with an annual occupancy
rate of 58%, offering the nation’s seventh lowest average
room rates.
4. 74 of Nebraska’s 93 counties
assess a lodging tax to collect
revenues for promoting local
travel and tourism.
.5. Total economic impact due
to travel in Nebraska is $9.9
million.

6. State tax revenues from
tourism totaled $131. 4 million.
7. Each dollar spent by tourists
in Nebraska is re-spent in the
state to produce and additional $1.70 in business and

income, creating an overall
economic impact of $2.70
8. Nebraskans and visitors to
Nebraska together made 19.4
million trips in the state to
destinations 100 miles or more
away from home.
9. The average nonresident traveling party visiting Nebraska by
highway during the summer consists of 2.4 persons who stay 2.2
nights in the state and spend
$439. Over one third of the nonresident travelers go to attractions
or events, and for each attraction
or event visited, they
average
one half-day longer stay in Nebraska, spending an additional
$101.

info@wayneworks.org
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2010
Marketing
Committee

Congeniality Awards
Wayne Ambassador President Corby
Schweers presents the 2009 4th Quarter
Congeniality Award to Jared Heithold,
Service Manager at Arnie’s Ford Mercury
during Chamber Coffee on May 21 hosted
by Arnie’s Ford Mercury. Jared was nominated for his efficient service and attention to customer needs. This award was
first presented in 1986 and continues to
be awarded each quarter. Anyone is welcome to make a nomination by writing a
brief summary of why the nominee is
deserving of this award and drop it off,
mail, email, or fax it to the Wayne Area
Economic Development/Chamber/Main
Street office.

Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Heather Reinhardt*
Secretary
Paula Bonneau
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond
Lindsi Frahm
Youth Representative
Mick Kemp
Who always greets you with a smile from
the front desk? Who is always very helpful
in taking your phone calls and answering
your questions? Who always tries her best
and gives quality service to the patients she
works with? Karen Zach of Wayne Mercy
Medical Clinic was nominated as the 1st
Quarter Congeniality Award.
Corby
Schweers presented Karen a certificate at a
recent Chamber Coffee.
Nominations for the 3rd quarter award
are due prior to the next Ambassador
meeting scheduled for July 28.

Wayne Ambassador Jeryl Nelson congratulates Suzanne Burbach as the recipient of
the 2nd quarter Congeniality Award at
Chamber Coffee hosted by Wayne Community Schools. Suzanne’s nomination
noted that “Suzanne does an excellent job
of working with students, parents, and
faculty to make the middle school run
smoothly. She always has a bright smile
and a welcoming word when you come to
the school. She works hard to solve any
problems that come up at the school and
is an upbeat person to be around. She
exemplifies the spirit of the congeniality
award by giving excellent customer service.

Randy Pedersen
Mark Shults
Dan Wibben*

2010
Organization
Committee

Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Chadd Frideres*
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson

info@wayneworks.org
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Heritage Nebraska | Main Street Awards
2010
Business & Industry
Committee
Stephanie Hansen
Chair

Ken Kwapnioski
Chair Elect

Sarah Surber
Co- Secretary

Eleven from Wayne attended
the Heritage Nebraska | Main
Street Annual Awards of Excellence program on Friday, May
21 in Fremont at the LoveLarson Opera House. Awards of
Excellence and Honored Recognition were presented by Lt.
Gov. Rick Sheehy and Heritage
Nebraska Main Street Director
Elizabeth Chase. The awards
banquet culminated a day which
included training for Main

Street managers and members of
their boards. The quarterly
board meeting and Annual
Meeting of Heritage Nebraska,
the parent organization for Nebraska Main Street, was also
held.
The City of Wayne, competing
with 13 other communities, won
the Outstanding Public Partner
Award of Excellence. In the
center of the pictures are Mayor
Lois Shelton and City Adminis-

trator Lowell Johnson accepting
the award.
Congratulations to all the award
winners this year, and thank you
to all the volunteers and business owners who make the Revitalize Wayne Committee an
active, enthusiastic group! Let’s
keep the rest of the state talking
about Wayne and the great
things the community is doing
for revitalization.

Brad Thomas
Co- Secretary

Kevin Peterson
Past Chair
Jason

Barelman

Gary Boehle
Curt Frye*
Kevin Hoffart
Lowell Johnson
David Ley*
Ken Liska

Above, Marie Mohr owner of
Swan’s Apparel accepts the
Honored Recogntion in the
Creative Window Display
category. Below, Tony Kochenash, Marie Mohr and
Mayor Lois Shelton accept the
Volunteer of the Year in
Wayne for the Q 125 Committee.

Above, Tony Kochenash accepts Honored Recognition
for the Q 125 Committee in
the Special Event and Festival
Category. Below, (second from
the right), owner Kurt Schrant
accepts the Business of the
Year in Wayne for Gemstone
Bridge Bead and Gem.

Todd Luedeke
Jeff Morlok
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Jennifer Phelps
Corby Schweers
Lois Shelton
Jill Sweetland
Kelvin Wurdeman

Farmers Market Opens for 2010 Season
Farmers, producers, backyard gardeners, bakers,
and artisans are invited to
sell their products at the
2010 Farmers Market.
The market will open for
the season on Saturday June 5. at
the Wayne County Courthouse

and continue every Saturday and
Thursday until mid October.
Saturday hours are 9 am– 12:30
pm and Thursday hours are 4-7
pm. Farmers are asked to register in advance at the Wayne Area
Economic
Development Office
and will receive an official ven-

dor permit upon payment of the
season rate of $50 or the per market rate of $10. Special events will
be planned throughout the season. Contact the office for
additional details.

info@wayneworks.org

Up and Down Main Street
In the past couple of weeks we
have found out that we will be
losing three businesses in Wayne
and that is discouraging news. In
our country and community
founded by growth fueled by
small business entrepreneurs,
nothing says more of the American spirit than the ability to start
with an idea and from that idea
build something special. Pulling
yourself up by the bootstraps,
finding a niche in a fascinating
idea to start and grow a business. Notions like this have
driven people from all walks of
life to create a business in a town
and nation where opportunity is
ripe and waiting. Today, 126
years after the founding of our
community that spirit of diligence and thrift still lives in the
small businesses and entrepreneurs of our community. And
we need to grow and promote
more business development and
prosperity in Wayne.
The Department of Labor reports
that, "According to the 1997
report of the U.S. Census Bureau, the nation's 17 million
small, non-farm businesses constituted 99.7% of all employers who
employed 52% of private workforce and accounted for 51% of
the nation's sales. Small business-dominated industries provided 11.1 million new jobs between 1994 and 1998." On the
local scale, small businesses have
also proven their worth throughout Wayne County.
Local
Wayne entrepreneurs need to be
the foundation of a strong business community and most of our
community growth occurs
through the success of these local
businesses. Our core mission is
to help these businesses and grow
our community's entrepreneurial
culture by giving them our support and business at every opportunity that we can.
In this month's column I want to
talk about our local entrepre-

neurs. During the last year as we
had the opportunity to celebrate
our town's 125th birthday I had
the opportunity to read some
history of Wayne and I was impressed with the early entrepreneurial spirit exhibited throughout our history. The following
names stand out in my memory. The Leh family, the Carhart
family, the Reeg family, and the
Ewing family -- there were more,
but these are names that are still
around today and running successful businesses. Stories that
came from old timers that impressed me included the story
that in the early 1900s the
Wayne area had nine grocery
stores, stores in which groceries
were behind counters and you
gave your order to a clerk who
collected the groceries for you -these gave way to the two excellent supermarkets we have in
town.
A former mayor and
Council person told me about
Saturday nights in Wayne when
everybody came to town and
traded like eggs and chickens for
other products. I could sit and
listen to these stories for hours.
Over the years Main Street has
taken on a different look with
fewer businesses, but in these
long-time businesses we have
some dynamic entrepreneurs
such as Cap and Nana Peterson
who have several store fronts;
Randy Petersen who expanded
his jewelry store and added a
flower shop; Marie Mohr who
gave up a teaching career to enter
the women's clothing business,
the wonderful young people at
Jacobs Room; and the most
recent retail business in the 200
block of Main started by Cathy
and Stacy at the Coffee
Shoppe. We are so lucky to have
these people and all the others
that I do not have space to acknowledge in this article.
So what do we have to do to
improve the diversity and selec-
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By: Tony Kochenash
tion of businesses in our community and downtown? How can
we help WAED in finding and
developing retail and other businesses in our community?
I
don't know if I have the answers,
but perhaps this article can get
some people thinking about possible opportunities for business
development. I believe that our
home businesses and franchising
can be a possible source for expanding our business climate. I
also feel that our local banks can
be partners in this growth along
with the financial opportunities
available through the city and
Wayne Industries. We need to
energize possible business ideas
and that gets me to the three
businesses that were on my mind
when I started to write about this
topic in this month's column,
businesses that I have done recent business with -- The Country
Nursery, Hytreks Lawn Service,
and Gene and Jan Casey's Lawn
Service. These people are great
success stories who had the energy and fortitude to pull themselves up by their bootstraps,
great additions to our community's business picture.
Need
more ideas for a business to start
in Wayne, this is the first college
town I have lived in that does not
have an art or art supply business
and a bike shop. I am sure you
can add many more ideas than
these two. Join Wes and Irene
an WAED and lets help rebuilt
our business community.

2010
Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Kurt Schrant
Chair

Kari Wren
Vice Chair

Terri Heggemeyer
Secretary

Sandy Bartling
Tom Hansen
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mick Kemp*
Tony Kochenash
Marie Mohr*
Jeff Morlok
Roger Myers
Nana Peterson
Lois Shelton
Diane Vovos
Craig Walling
Reggie Yates
The National Trust Main Street
Center's mission is to empower
people, organizations, and
communities to achieve ongoing
downtown and neighborhood
district revitalization based upon
the principles of selfdetermination, resource
conservation, and incremental
transformation represented
through the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach™.

info@wayneworks.org

City Officials
Mayor:
Lois Shelton
Council President:
Doug Sturm (W 1)
Council Members:
Dale Alexander (W 2)
Kathy Berry (W 2)
Ken Chamberlain (W 4)
Brian Frevert (W 3)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Jim Van Delden (W 1)

City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson
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Libraries as First Responders?
I heard this term during a recent
webinar that I sat in on and it
caused me to pause. Most of us
think of the library as the place to
go to check out a book so you
don’t need to buy a copy. Because
of my position as mayor, I have
come to understand that our public
libraries provide many more
vital services than that.
I know that when we first built the
new library I was under the impression that putting a
computer
room in the library was an unnecessary expense because everyone
would have a computer within a
few years. The constant use that
our library computers get, often
with a waiting line at certain times
of the day, has proved me wrong.
Current statistics indicate that
22% of the population does not
have computer internet access at
home. Couple this with 50% of 14
– 18 year olds using the library and

it becomes obvious where a large
percentage of the use comes from.
It is not only kids however. Seniors who don’t want the expense
of a home computer but want to
keep up with the family electronically are also users. Then there is
the use by job
seekers putting
together resumes, doing job
searches and
researching
companies before they interview.
Those who travel can depend on
local libraries to check email or
discover where to find what they
need in a
community. Librarians really are a fountain of information!

By: Mayor Lois Shelton
small fee.
Specialty magazines
and local papers mean that free
access is available to them.
So, the idea of libraries as first
responders isn’t so odd. With
69% of the population using libraries, they are often the source
for many of us when we seek information or just a good book.

Along with the internet access, the
library can provide many other
resources and forms of entertainment. When the
economy is
down, our library finds that the use
of video
entertainment increases. Free is better than even a

Panama Canal Cruise Preview
More. Anyone interested in
attending should sign up for this
meeting by calling Kaki Ley at 402369-1474.

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Jim Rabe (D 3)
Kelvin Wurdeman (D 1)

Wayne Area Economic Development and The Century Club of
State National Bank & Trust Company will be hosting a cruise
through the Panama Canal from
January 20-February 4, 2011.
Kaki Ley of the State National
Bank Century Club will host a
Panama Canal Travel show on
June 21st 5:30 PM at Tacos &

Itinerary for the 16 day trip
includes a tour of San Diego, visits to
Puerto Vallarta-Mexico, HuatulcoMexico, Puerto Chiapas-Mexico,
Puerto Quetzala-Guatemala, Fuerte
A m a d o r - P a n a m a ,
Cartagena-Columbia and Fort
Lauderdale-Florida.
If you book early, by September 3,
2010, you will receive $250 per
person reduction in the vacation
cost. We have reserved 30 places
on this cruise. If you need detailed
information brochures are
avail-

able at the WAED office and at
State National Bank or call Kaki
for more information.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

Wednesday

2
11:30 am Marketing Committee @
The Max

Thursday

3

5pm Ribbon Cutting
at Godfather’s Pizza

5:30 pm City Council
Meeting @ City Hall

6

7
5:30-7:30 pm Relay for

Friday

Saturday

4

5

10 am Chamber Coffee @ Godfather’s
Pizza

9-12:30 Farmers
Market @
County
Courthouse

5-7pm Business After
Hours @ Vet’s Club

8

9

10

11

8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

8am Organization
Committee @ SMR

7:30 am WAED Exec
Board @ the office

10am Chamber Coffee 9-12:30 Farmers
@ WSC hosted by
Market @
Relay for Live
County
Courthouse

12:00 Business &
Industries @ Tacos
and More

Life Bank Night @
FNB

12

4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse

13

20

14

15

5:30 pm Chicken
Show Committee @
SMR

9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

7:00 am WAED Board 10am Chamber
@ SMR
Coffee@
Careage of Wayne

5:30 pm City Council
Meeting @ City Hall

4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse

21

22

Newsletter Articles
Due

8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

27

28

29

2-5pm and 6-9pm
Wayne Area
Backyard &
Landscape Tour

5:30 pm Chicken
Show Committee @
SMR

16

23

30

17

18

19
9-12:30 Farmers
Market @
County
Courthouse

24

25

26

7:45am Ag Taskforce
@ Tacos & More
8:30am-3pm Siouxland Community
Blood Bank @ Wayne
Fire Hall
4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse

10am Chamber Coffee
@ TBD
Hosted by Waste
Connections of NE

9-12:30 Farmers
Market @
County
Courthouse

1

2

3

4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse

10am Chamber
Coffee@ TBD

9-12:30 Farmers
Market @
County
Courthouse

Wayne Area Economic Development ▪ Chamber ▪ Main Street

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development
effort for the greater community on behalf of all of its residents.

Thursday, July 15, 2010
Wayne Country Club Wayne, Nebraska
All Reservations and Fees due June 30, 2010 ~ Contact Wayne Area Economic Development for Registration Details

30th ANNUAL WAYNE CHICKEN SHOW
July 9th, 10th & 11th, 2010

Friday, July 9th Henoween
(Downtown)
Arts, Crafts, Kid’s Games,
Fun and Food Vendors 5-10 pm
World’s Largest Chicken Dance 6 pm
Contests, Cement Chicken Auction, Free Entertainment
Fireworks, Teen Dance

Saturday, July 10th
(Bressler Park)
Arts, Crafts, Fun, Food Vendors, Quilt Show
1M walk/5K run, Omelet Feed, Rooster Crowing Contest
Parade on Main Street, Chicken Feed, Free Entertainment
"The Face on the Barroom Floor" by the Wayne Community Theatre 7 pm
Contests for all ages including the National Cluck-Off
Street Dance/Beer Garden - downtown

Sunday, July 11th
(Wayne Municipal Airport)
Car show and Poker Run
Dedication of Wayne County Veterans Memorial
"The Face on the Barroom Floor" by the Wayne Community Theatre 7 pm

Plan on Wingin’ It in Wayne, NE!
For more information go to: www.chickenshow.com
402-375-2240

