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It can’t be October already! And
if your schedule looks anything
like mine for the last quarter,
2011 will be here in no time.
Think warm, positive thoughts
for a milder winter this year
(unless of course you make a
living by pushing snow!).
Wayne was recently featured in
Expansion Solutions Magazine in
its Area Focus section. (This
“advertorial” is an insert to this
newsletter.) The office has re-
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Irene and I recently attended
the NEDA Conference in
Kearney. The general theme of
the conference was energy
conservation, especially on new
buildings. The U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC) is
the central authority on this
movement. Specifically, we
learned about Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) certification of

Lois Shelton

Wes Blecke
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org

To better promote this advertorial, our website
www.wayneworks.org has a
link to this article as well as the
Wayne, NE Facebook page
(with nearly 2000 fans!). If you
have suggestions for marketing
the community and/or the
Opportunity Building, don’t
hesitate to contact the office.

ceived feedback from some of
the Wayne Area Economic Development members, but we
would love to hear from more
of you regarding this publication. Our focus was to feature
the entire community of Wayne
as a great place to do business,
focusing on expansion and relocation. We also wanted to highlight the Opportunity Building
so prospects could see that
Wayne is ready for that new or
expanding business or industry.

buildings. The LEED green
building certification program
is a voluntary, consensus-based
national rating system for
buildings designed, constructed and operated for improved environmental and
human health performance.
LEED ad- dresses all building
types and emphasizes
state-of-the- art strategies in five
areas: sustainable site development, water savings, energy
efficiency, materials and resources selection, and indoor
environmental quality. We
learned about the scoring system and how to differentiate
between the levels of certification. The presenters talked
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about how some Fortune 500
and Fortune 100 companies
now only locate and expand to
LEED Certified buildings. And,
no, the Opportunity Building
cannot be LEED Certified...I
asked (and perhaps even begged
a little). If you would like additional information on this topic,
go to www.usgbc.org or contact
the office and we will help you
find the resources.
The conference once again re-

minded us that the field of economic development is always
changing as new technologies
and methodologies emerge (and
some would argue, “traditional
methods” when it comes to
highlighting conservation and
reuse). Yesterday’s practices
might not be sustainable for
tomorrow’s world. It is a difficult concept for many to wrap
their arms around (including
me). We have to think about
development in a different way.
And that is much easier said
than put into practice.

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246

info@wayneworks.org

Quote of the Month
~Teach us to give and
not to count the cost.~
Ignatius
Loyola
1491 – 1556

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Ag Appreciation Seminar
The Wayne Area Economic
Development
Agribusiness
Task Force is busy planning
the 2010 Agriculture Appreciation Seminar for Friday,
December 10. The Ag Task
Force is committed to providing this third annual educational opportunity to local
producers to assist them with
their operations and to show
appreciation for their contributions to the local economy.
The Ag Appreciation Seminar
will be held at the Wayne Fire
Hall, with a hearty noon meal
catered by Vel’s Bakery. The
seminar is scheduled to begin
at 9:00 am and end immediately following lunch, around
1:00 pm.
Confirmed speakers include
Jeff Wellman from John Deere
discussing new fuel technologies and the environment; an
expert from Sioux Bins sharing pertinent information on

Farmers
Market
Meeting for
Vendors
Thursday
October 7
7 pm
South Meeting Room

Working to improve the
community of Wayne and
its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development.
Wayne Community Housing
Development Corporation
108 W 3rd Street
Wayne NE 68787
wchdc@conpoint.com
A non-profit equal housing opportunity partner
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Best Practices for Storing
Grain, and Duane Schroeder, of Schroeder Law speaking on Business Succession
and Transition.

In order to cover expenses for
speakers and grow attendance, we are looking for
business partners to sponsor
this event. Each sponsor at
the $100 level will receive ten
complimentary tickets and
each sponsor at the $50 level
will receive five complimentary tickets. In order for the
local producers to get the
most benefit from this event,

we need help in extending to
them the invitation to attend.
We encourage businesses to
personally invite farmer customers to attend and provide
them with a complimentary
ticket. Additional tickets may
be purchased in advance for
$5 each. As a sponsor, your
name will appear on all seminar materials, you will be introduced during the seminar,
and you will also have the
opportunity to set up an indoor or outdoor display at the
event.
The Agribusiness Task Force is
excited about this event and
appreciates your involvement.
If you would like to commit to
sponsorship of the 2010 Agriculture Appreciation Seminar,
please contact the Economic
Development
office
at
ifletcher@wayneworks.org or
402-375-2240 by October 21.

Connecting Young Nebraskans Summit
Connecting Young Nebraskans {CYN} is a network of
citizens under 40 who live in
rural Nebraska. The purpose
of this network is to provide a
forward looking organization
that provides an opportunity
for younger people to shape
the future by sharing their
knowledge, insights and desires while learning more
about topics related to their
personal, professional and
civic growth. This group is
coordinated out of the University of Nebraska Rural Initiative office under the direction
of Kayla Schnuelle
(kschnuelle2@unl.edu.). As
this group was forming, one of
the first activities it wanted to
do was bring young Nebras-

kans together for a statewide
gathering.
Hence, the first annual Connecting Young Nebraskans
Summit will be held October
28 & 29 in Grand Island,
NE. To register for the conference go to http://
go.unl.edu/cynsummit.
If you register before October
8, you will get an “Early Bird”
Registration Special of $49.
Keynote speakers for the
summit include Paul and
Nick Eurek (father/son) who
have globally grown their
software company, Xpanxion,
using an innovative “cross
sourcing” business strategy.
Paul is the founder of Xpanxion and recently converted
the old Loup City Carnegie
Library into a new enterprise

and a community technology
resource center. Nick spearheaded the 2006 formation
and launch of the Xpanxion
Quality Assurance branck in
Kearney. Paul and Nick will

discuss why the have
“Xpanded” their operations in
rural Nebraska resulting in
rural job creation.
To learn more about the CYN
group or the CYN summit, go
to http://www.facebook.com/
CYNers or contact Wes
(wblecke@wayneworks.org)
directly.
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Nebraska Tops Several Rankings
Once again Nebraska has risen to
the top of some key national rankings.

Leader. This annual rankings key
metric for 2010 was growth,
among several other metrics.

private courses, and the newly
opened Prairie Club in
Valentine.

Nebraska ranked No. 6 as the
nations pro-business state, according to the 2010 Pollina Corporate
Real Estate survey. The Pollina
study evaluates and ranks states
based on 31 factors including
taxes, human resources, right-towork legislation, energy costs,
infrastructure spending, workers
compensation laws, economic
incentive programs and state economic development efforts.

CNNMoney.com recently released a chart comparing state
debt per capita, and Nebraska’s
ranked the lowest in the nation
at $15. Second lowest was Iowa
at $73.

A couple of Nebraska’s businesses and higher education institutions also topped rankings. The
Kearney-based retail chain, The
Buckle, ranked ninth on Stores
magazines
annual Hot 100
Retailers list. Also making the list
was Sidney—based Cabelas.

The Business Facilities magazines
national 2010 Rankings Report
had Nebraska ranked No. 2 as an
Employment Leader; No. 4 on
Quality of Life; No. 5 for Best
Education Climate, and No. 8 as a
BioFuels Manufacturing Research

Golfweek magazine course
evaluators recently toured the
Cornhusker State in search of
golf courses for its Best listings.
Wild Horse Golf Club in Gothenburg, a public course, ranked
No. 26 on the Golfweeks Best
Modern list, and was stated as it
surely must be the best value in
U.S. golf. Other courses noted
as must plays include Dismal
River near Mullen and Sand
Hills Golf Club, Mullen, both

The National Business Group on
Health recently named Omahabased Union Pacific as one of
2010s Best Employers for Healthy
Lifestyles. UP received the highest
Platinum ranking for established
workplace well-being programs
with measurable success and
documented outcomes. UP has
been honored each year of the
program.

2010
Marketing
Committee
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Chair
Heather Reinhardt*
Secretary
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Cindy Brummond
Lindsi Frahm
Youth Representative
Mick Kemp
Randy Pedersen
Mark Shults

Young Professionals Host Tail Gate

Dan Wibben*

Wayne Young Professionals hosted a tail
gate party at the WSC Football game on
September 25. Kevin Armstrong served
pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, beans,
cookies and a drink to nearly 100 guests.
The Young Professionals Group was
formed as a social network. The membership is open to anyone with a youthful
attitude. Members have been planning
various fun activities for the next few
months. Watch the Wayne Young Professionals Group Facebook page for more
information or contact the office to get
connected.

2010
Organization
Committee

Mike Varley*
Chair

All Committees to Meet November 12th
Board and Committee members
should mark your calendars now
and save the date for the All
Committees meeting that will be
held on Friday, November 12th.
The All Committees meeting will
follow the Business and Industry
Retreat also to be held that day.

Lunch will be served at the First
National Bank Meeting room
prior to the All Committee
meeting. During the meeting,
each committee will update the
group on the activities of the
past year and share goals for the
next year. In addition, the au-

thors of the Marketing Rural Communities to Attract and Retain Workers research project will present
the most recent information with
practical applications for Wayne
Area Economic Development.

Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Chadd Frideres*
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson

info@wayneworks.org
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Heritage Nebraska|Main Street
2010
Business & Industry
Committee

Ken Kwapnioski
Chair

Sarah Surber
Co- Secretary

Brad Thomas
Co- Secretary

Kevin Peterson
Past Chair
Jason

Barelman

Heritage|Nebraska Main Street
will
conduct planning sessions with the Revitalize Wayne
volunteers on October 4 & 5.
The first
planning session is
designed to take the SWOT
analysis that was formed earlier
this year and
create a work
plan for each of the four-point
committees. This work will
take place on Monday, October
4 beginning at 5:30 in the
South Meeting Room. A light
supper will be provided.
A
follow-up session is scheduled
for Tuesday, October 5 at 11:30
to complete the plan. All committee
members and anyone
else interested in Revitalize
Wayne is invited to participate.

Gary Boehle

Lowell Johnson
David Ley*
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Jeff Morlok
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Corby Schweers
Lois Shelton
Jill Sweetland
Kelvin Wurdeman

The purpose of the roundtable
was to give Main Street and
City leaders from Nebraska's
Main Street communities an
opportunity to sit down face-toface to discuss challenges in
their downtown revitalization
efforts. Four focus areas were
selected for discussion: infrastructure development, highway
signage concerns, small business
development and vacant/
abandoned properties.
"We learned a lot coming out of
this meeting." said Elizabeth
Chase, Program Director for

Curt Frye*
Kevin Hoffart

Thirty-one representatives from
Nebraska's Main Street
communities attended the
program's first ever
Legislative Roundtable on
September 24, 2010 in Grand
Island.

Heritage Nebraska Main Street,
"we need to work harder to help
communities address these
challenges."

Above left, Lowell Johnson, Wayne
City Administrator participated in the
Nebraska Main Street Legislative
Roundtable. Also participating from
Wayne were Mayor Lois Shelton and
WAED staff Wes Blecke and Irene
Fletcher.

The Services of SCORE May be for You!
Are you thinking about starting a business?
Got a great idea for a product or service?
Problem is, without previous experience, most
new businesses fail. So how do your score a
success? You score a success with SCORE.
S C O R E is a group of businessmen and
women who volunteer their time and energy
helping people, just like you, start their own
business. The best part is that these volunteers offer their counseling services FREE of
charge and with complete confidentiality.

Should you incorporate or not? What
about
bookkeeping? How do
your market your
product or service? Volunteers with SCORE can
answer these and other questions. Today, the road to
a successful business is littered with many roadblocks
and detours. Let SCORE guide you to success. For
more information, call 402-371-4862 or
www.scorenorfolkne.org.

Heritage Nebraksa| Main Street Reinvestment Statistics
While the final copy of the
annual Heritage|Nebraska
Main Street report is set to hit
the streets in another week,
here is a preview of this year's
economic impact of Nebraska
Main Street activities.

Things have held up well despite
the unstable economy. Numbers are up reflecting the steady
activity of new business starts
and building improvements.
Over 100 building and façade
rehab projects were completed
across the state with $3.9 million
invested.

$1.5 million was invested in four
new construction projects. Nebraska Main Street communities
netted 29 new businesses and 111
new jobs. 13,817 volunteer hours
were tracked statewide. The total
reinvestment of $9.1 million translates to $15.50 reinvestment for
each $1 spent.

info@wayneworks.org

Up and Down Main Street
Hats off to Steve Gross and Lou
Wiltse for the great job they did
putting together this year's Spirit
Walk. It was great to visit the grave
sites of the immigrants portrayed
in this year's walk and to hear
stories of the struggles these immigrant families had to endure to
make it from their home country
to the United States and then on
to Nebraska.

Hats off also to WAED and all the
participants in the Farmers Market
each Thursday and Saturday. I
have lived in several towns with
Farmers Markets, but this one has
turned into the best one yet. Enjoy the fact that we can buy fresh
locally produced vegetables, fruits,
and eggs. But the best thing is
Alan Bruflat and the music he
provides. The WAED office
should also be complimented for
getting a beautiful article in the
Expansion Solutions Magazine
"Quality, Availability, and Reliability in Wayne, Nebraska." I thought
the article did an excellent job
selling Wayne to potential businesses and industry.
Congratulations to WSC and
their 100th Anniversary Celebration and Homecoming Weekend
which was packed full of activities
including several athletic successes. It is always fun to partake
in the activities and I enjoy most
the Homecoming parade. Another activity which stood out for
me was the Friday luncheon honoring various scholarship recipients and scholarship donors. I was
impressed with the recipients and
especially impressed with the num-

ber of Wayne businesses and
people who attended as donors. We have some great people, businesses, and organizations
in Wayne and we should make
greater efforts to support these
people in their businesses
and organizations.
Thanks to the college and
WAED personnel for their efforts in having the street dance
on First Street. Rain threatened
the dance early in the day, but it
cleared up and the night turned
out to be great. Townspeople
and college students mingled and
it appeared that a great night was
had by all. I look forward to
more of these kind of joint activities happening and that we will
see some college and high school
representation on our various
committees. This was a great step
in that direction.
A large number of businesses
participated in September's Retail Think Tank on possible Holiday promotions and a subcommittee was put together to narrow the ideas down and to submit a possible plan and program
of work for another meeting in
the future. I enjoyed the openness of the meeting and the willingness of the people representing the businesses and media to
make suggestions.
We have had a number of Holiday Promotion ideas submitted
by the subcommittee at the last
meeting of the Revitalized Wayne
Committee. They have proposed
a Customer Appreciation Week
November 8 through the 13th
during regular business hours
and they have a number of great
ideas on this and the remainder
of the Holiday Season. I am sure
we will have much more from
them before long on this.
It seems like I opened a can of
worms in my last monthly column when I mentioned driving
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By: Tony Kochenash
safety in the running of traffic
lights at 2nd, 3rd, and 7th
Streets on Main. One person
told me that as he sat in DQ
eating lunch he observed at
least five vehicles running the
light on 7th Street and speculated that this is happening at
3rd and 2nd Streets also. Another person sent me all kinds
of statistics on cell phone and
twittering while driving, they are
scary. And a number of people
shared their concerns on the
use of the middle (left turn)
lane. Three danger areas were
pointed out to me: (1) 7th St.
and a block west; (2) in front of
Daylight Donut; and (3) in
front of Runza and left into the
Pamida and QFC parking
areas. One of the concerns is
that people are using the left
turn lane sooner than they
should and that doesn't allow
drivers coming from the other
direction to get into the left
turn lane. I have great faith in
our local law enforcement and I
am sure they will be more diligent in patrolling these areas
and keeping our total city safe
from the carelessness that sometimes overcomes
drivers in
our town.
The sidewalk benches and trash
receptacles have been fastened
and are getting used. I talked to
several people sitting on the
benches and they seemed very
appreciative of having them and
commented that they are a great
addition to the downtown area.
The marque is almost ready to
be installed on the Majestic
Theater and volunteers are making great headway in painting
and other inside finish work. I
understand that the current
limiting factor is a slow down in
contributions being made,
maybe we all can dig a little
deeper so that we can get the
theater operating sooner.

2010
Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Kurt Schrant
Chair

Kari Wren
Vice Chair

Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary

Nana Peterson
Co-Secretary

Sandy Bartling
Tom Hansen
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mick Kemp*
Tony Kochenash
Marie Mohr*
Jeff Morlok
Lois Shelton
Craig Walling
Reggie Yates

The National Trust Main Street
Center's mission is to empower
people, organizations, and
communities to achieve ongoing
downtown and neighborhood
district revitalization based upon
the principles of selfdetermination, resource
conservation, and incremental
transformation represented
through the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach™.
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City Officials
Mayor:
Lois Shelton
Council President:
Doug Sturm (W 1)
Council Members:
Dale Alexander (W 2)
Kathy Berry (W 2)
Ken Chamberlain (W 4)
Brian Frevert (W 3)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Jim Van Delden (W 1)

City Administrator:
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Volunteering for Your City
When thinking about volunteering, one seldom thinks of contacting a government entity.
We
usually turn to the government to
supply services rather than give
our time in service of some kind.
But we, the City, are increasingly
dependent on volunteers to help
with those services so that taxes
can be better controlled.
I am always amazed when I start
totaling up the numbers of volunteers who assist the City in serving
Wayne. Many of the programs
that enhance our quality of life are
dependent upon volunteers to
keep them staffed. From the
members of the various boards
and commissions to Meals on
Wheels delivery people, coaches
for the various Rec
programs,
staffing at the CAC desk, help at
the library and in the kitchen at
the Senior Center we depend on

volunteers to round out programs
that would not be available without these generous people. There
have also been numerous fundraising efforts conducted by volunteers that have enhanced the facilities available to Wayne residents.
These facilities would not exist
without their generous efforts.

One area that I frequently overlook is the beautification of our
community.
For many years
volunteers maintained what was
commonly known as the Tower

By: Mayor Lois Shelton
Garden. More recently,
two
“flower ladies” have undertaken a
labor of love at the Library/Senior
Center. We often take our landscape surroundings for granted,
not thinking about the time required to plant and maintain
these enhancements.
The
monetary requirement for such
landscaping does not fit well into
a tight budget but they make a big
difference in our perception of a
community and its health.
Please take time to thank these
volunteers and acknowledge their
service. And if you are looking for
a way to give back to your community, please check with your favorite city program to see if they need
some help in keeping Wayne a
great city!

Lowell Johnson

Future Chamber Members Promote the Wayne
Christopher and Joseph Woerdemann with their mom, Amy;
and Stuart and Laura Hasemann with their dad, Scott
recently participated in the
Emerson Western Days parade.

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Jim Rabe (D 3)
Kelvin Wurdeman (D 1)

The Hasemann "parade and
hobby" ambulance was decorated with American Flags and
various banners to promote
Wayne Area Economic Development, Wayne Chamber,
Wayne Chicken Show, Wayne
Kiwanis, and Wayne Rotary.
Candy provided by the Woerdemanns and the
Hasemanns was shared along the

parade route. T-Shirts from the
Chicken Show were also shared
courtesy of the Wayne Chicken
Show.
The Hasemann “parade and
hobby” ambulance has been
seen and heard in many local
parades around the area representing the Wayne Community.
Wayne Area Economic Development would like to thank Scott
Hasemann and Amy Woerdemann for their time and efforts
they put in to helping promote
the Wayne Community!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Wayne Jaycees
Fall Harvest
Barbeque 5-7pm
@ Sunnyview
Park Shelter

11:30 am Marketing
Committee @ the
Max

8 am Organization
Committee @WAED
office

4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse

10am Chamber
Coffee @ hosted by
Wayne County Extension, Courthouse

9-12:30 Farmers
Market @
County
Courthouse

5:30 pm Revitalize
Wayne Planning
with Nebraska Main
Street

11:30am Revitalize
Wayne Planning with
Nebraska Main Street

10-noon Strategic
DOING teleconference @WSC
11:30 am Special
Events Committee
@ the Max

10

11

12

13

14 7:30 am WAED

15

Exec Board @ the
office

10am Chamber Coffee 9-12:30 Farmers
@ Moments
Market @
County
Photography Studio
Courthouse

5:30 pm Chicken
Show Committee @
SMR

8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

12:45 B & I Mtg @
Tacos and More

9am-3pm Leadership
Wayne at City Hall

17

18

19
9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

25

16

4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse
6:00pm LB840 @ SMR

20

21

22

Newsletter Articles 7:00 am WAED Board 10am Chamber
Due
@ SMR
Coffee@ Hands with
Heart Massage

23
9-12:30 Farmers
Market @
County
Courthouse

4-7pm Farmers Market @ County Courthouse

5:30 pm City Council
Meeting @ City Hall

24

7pm Farmer’s Market
Group Mtg @ SMR
12:00 B & I Exec Mtg
@ the office

26

27

28

29

8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

Noon Wayne
Ambassadors @
Pizza Hut

7:45am Ag Taskforce
@ Tacos & More

10am Chamber Coffee
@ Majestic Theatre

30

8:30am-3pm Siouxland Community
Blood Bank @ Wayne
Fire Hall
Connecting Young Nebraskans-Grand Island

31

1

2

3

4

5
10am Chamber Coffee
@ Wayne Activity
Center

6

Wayne Area Economic Development ▪ Chamber ▪ Main Street

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development
effort for the greater community on behalf of all of its residents.

Chili/Salsa Cook-off
Friday, November 12th
5:00pm-7:00pm
@ the Max
Hosted by the Special Events Committee

Area Focus

Quality, Availability and Reliability in

Wayne, Nebraska

W

ayne, Nebraska has a growing
population of 5,600 and is ideally located in the center of the
United States. Wayne is a vibrant community with endless opportunities for new and expanding businesses.
Home to a four year state college, Wayne
State College, Wayne has much more to
offer its residents and businesses than
other communities its size. With a labor
pool of 80,000+ within 45 minutes, Wayne
has immediate appeal to new and expanding business looking to locate or relocate
to a progressive, low cost area in the Midwest.
Business Climate Works in Wayne
Wayne has a strong history of successfully attracting and retaining business and
industry. Wayne is home to three businesses who are the largest manufacturers
of their products in the United States.
Great Dane Trailers (refrigerated semi
trailers) is Wayne’s largest employer with
over 500 employees coming from over 50
communities throughout Northeast Nebraska. Heritage Industries manufactures
automated teller machines (ATMs), and
Pacific Coast Feather Company manufac-

Wayne, Nebraska’s central location makes shipping and receiving product easy for new and
expanding businesses.

64

tures bedding mainly for the hospitality
industry. Each business chose Wayne as
their home for the positive factors that put
them at the top of their competition.
Sand Creek Post & Beam, one of
Wayne’s newest businesses, is very happy
with its choice to start operations in
Wayne, Nebraska. Owner and President
Len Dickinson states, “A major reason
Sand Creek Post & Beam located in
Wayne, Nebraska was its workforce. As a
small, rural town, Wayne’s workforce embodies a strong, traditional work ethic.
And as a college town, we have found the
workforce to be highly educated and well
qualified. The human resources the college
provides dovetails nicely with our business
needs. The cost of living is also much less
in a town the size of Wayne as compared
to larger cities, providing savings in a variety of ways. The help and support we have
received from Wayne State College,
Wayne Area Economic Development and
the community at large has been outstanding and helped to make our company
a success.”
Ideal Location with Accessible
Transportation
Wayne, located in the middle of the
United States, makes it cost effective to
ship and receive products. Wayne’s existing business success shows that the surrounding transportation system meets the
business needs in reaching both national
and international markets from the area.
Wayne is served by state Highway 35, a
trucking route heavily utilized by the existing businesses in and around Wayne, and
state Highway 15. Highway 275 and fourlane U.S. Highway 81 are within 15 and 25
miles, respectively of Wayne. Interstate
29 is within 42 miles of Wayne (just 45
minutes). Interstate 80 is approximately
100 miles from Wayne, with Interstate 90
approximately 120 miles to the north of
Wayne. Access to the Missouri River and
the Sioux City River Port is 50 minutes
away. Sioux Gateway Airport in Sioux
City, Iowa (50 minutes) is the nearest commercial air service, with Eppley Airfield in
Omaha, Nebraska only 1 1/2 hours south
of Wayne.

www.ExpansionSolutionsMagazine.com

Wayne State College provides an available workforce for businesses expanding or
relocating to Wayne.

Energy Savings
Wayne, Nebraska is attractive to new
and expanding businesses for its low energy costs. Nebraska electrical rates are
well below the national average. Nebraska
is the only state in the nation where all
electric utilities are publicly owned. This
means that the electric costs passed on to
the consumer are in the form of low costof-service rates.
Available, Affordable Property and
Business Assistance
Located in the business and industrial
park just east of the city limits, the community owns a 20,000 square foot expandable shell building that is ready to be occupied. This available building, located on
6.5 acres of land, includes a clearspan
structure with 26 foot sidewalls. With R-38
insulation in the ceiling, this building was
built with energy conservation in mind. A
very attractive incentive package is available to new and expanding businesses
looking to locate/relocate to this property.
The construction of this opportunity building is another example of the forward
thinking nature of the community of
Wayne, Nebraska.
The City of Wayne, working as a partner with the local economic development

Area Focus

The available 20,000 sq ft building sits on 6.5 acres of land and has an expandable endwall for immediate or future expansion. With its clearspan structure and 26 foot sidewalls, this building is ready for
its first tenant. An attractive incentive package is available.

organization, owns land in the Wayne
Business and Industrial Park. The City is a
willing seller intent on growing the local
economy. Business incentives are readily
available including low interest revolving
loan funds and forgivable loans based on
business performance. Adding to Wayne’s
available incentives, the voters of Wayne
in 2008 committed to allocating $3.2 million over 15 years of sales tax money to
grow the local economy through economic
and community development incentives.
Ten projects totaling nearly $750,000 have
already been assisted through this fund.
College Enhances Business
Opportunities
Wayne State College, long recognized
for providing educational excellence in a
small, personalized setting, has been the
educational and cultural anchor of northeast Nebraska for more than 100 years.
What began as an institution devoted to
teacher education, Wayne State is now the
region’s most affordable leading comprehensive college, offering both undergraduate and graduate degrees. More than 3,500
students and 120 faculty members call
Wayne State home. Wayne State College
offers more than 80 undergraduate degrees
and four graduate programs. True to its
beginning roots as a teachers college, education continues to be one of the most
popular majors on campus. Other popular
majors include business, criminal justice
and the pre-professional programs, which
prepare students for medical, dental, nursing and pharmacy school.
Sitting on a beautiful campus covering
128 acres, Wayne State is anchored by the
Willow Bowl, named for the majestic willow trees lining the space. Many cultural
and artistic performances as well as visual

arts exhibits are hosted on campus each
year, all of which are open to the public.
Nordstrand Visual Arts Gallery and Northeast Nebraska’s only planetarium, the Fred
G. Dale Planetarium, are located on the
college campus. Wayne State is also home
to 13 exciting NCAA Division II athletic
teams and participates in the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference.
Quality of Life in Wayne
Recreational amenities abound in
Wayne. The current community trail system is over three miles long with an additional three miles to be completed in the
near future. The beautiful parks and recreation facilities in Wayne host community,
regional and state events throughout the
year. The Wayne Country Club is an 18hole, par 72 public golf course. There are
many challenging holes on the course with
#11 chosen by the Nebraska Golf Association as one of the 18 most challenging
holes in the State of Nebraska. Wayne also
has a newer Community Activity Center
(over 20,000 sq ft) that was funded with
$4.2 million of sales tax revenue, grants
and private donations. The center includes
a gym with a three lane track and up to
four dividable courts, a youth center, fitness/weight room, community room, and
more.
Recently designated as a Commercial
Historic District from the US Department
of the Interior National Parks Service,
Downtown Wayne is a thriving retail and
service destination for local and area residents.
In addition to the great physical amenities in the area, community volunteers host
the annual Wayne Chicken Show in early
July. Community organizations and businesses work together to coordinate family
www.ExpansionSolutionsMagazine.com

focused events including a parade, fireworks, airport fly-in, contests, entertainment, food and more. Organizers estimate
that nearly 10,000 people attend this festival annually. Wayne will be celebrating
the 31st Chicken Show in 2011. As the
county seat, Wayne also hosts the Wayne
County Fair every year.
Wayne is fortunate to have a 25-bed, nonprofit, critical access hospital providing
state-of-the-art healthcare to more than
15,000 area residents. Providence Medical
Center has the latest technology available
to rural hospitals today. An in-house
MRI and mobile PET scan services are
available as well as Radiofrequency Ablation for pain management. The Providence
Outpatient Services Department is served
by approximately 50 specialty physicians. Providence Medical Center has one
of the largest rural therapy departments in
the region, offering physical, occupational,
speech and aquatic therapies.

Wayne, Nebraska is a clean, safe community where
residents enjoy a variety of outdoor activities.

Wayne Works for New and Expanding
Businesses
Proud of its hard work ethic, the community of Wayne is confident entrepreneurs will find an available, reliable, quality workforce in the area to meet its company’s current and future needs. Wayne is
simply an excellent place to live, work and
raise a family. Come see how Wayne
works for new and expanding business
opportunities.
Contact information:
Wes Blecke or Irene Fletcher
Wayne Area Economic Development
108 W 3rd Street
Wayne, NE 68787
(877) 929-6363 or (402) 375-2240
Fax (402) 375-2246
www.waynene.org
Email: wblecke@wayneworks.org
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Chili & Salsa

Cook

Off

2010

Business After Hours
Friday, November 12th, 2010
5:00 - 7:00 PM
The Max - 109 Main Street

Everyone is Welcome!
Open to the public for all to enjoy
$5.00 per person
$3.00 with Student I.D.
Includes chili & salsa tasting,
vegetable trays, cinnamon rolls and Cash Bar.
Prizes of $50, $25, and $15
Awarded for the Top 3 Chili & Salsa Entries
Chili & Salsa Cook Of f Registration Form

Entry Guidelines:
We

only

allow

20

entries

per

category for this event. Entries will
be accepted on a 1st Come, 1st Serve
basis.
Participants must provide & deliver 3

Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City / State / Zip: ____________________________

quarts of chili or 2 quarts of salsa in
its own slow cooker or dish to The

Phone: __________________________________

Max on Friday Nov. 12th by 4:30 PM.

Email: __________________________________

