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What is the future for wind
energy in Nebraska? In the
Midwest? Throughout the
country and beyond? This was
the question on all the minds
of the attendees at the Nebraska Wind Conference in
Kearney, NE on November 9
and 10.
This was the first Nebraska
Wind Conference that I have
attended, and I was impressed
(I attended the American
Wind Energy Association conference in Dallas in May). The
speakers (nearly 30 of them)
were all very knowledgeable
about their subject material. I
learned much more about the
complexity of the wind energy
industry and came away with a
great appreciation for those
who deal daily with these complexities.
We often talk about the inconsistencies with wind energy
and the fact that the areas in
the country best for producing
the energy are far removed
from the population centers.
Also, wind tends to blow more
during the night when there is
less demand. One gentleman I
met talked briefly to me about
his business and how they are
continually researching and
designing new technologies to
store energy produced by the
wind turbines during the low

demand times of the day. His
company specializes in compressed air technologies (see
picture below). Is this the
answer to storing wind generated energy? I guess only time
will tell.

huge market opportunity for
wind farms in Eastern Nebraska.

A representative from Clean
Line Energy Partners was a
panelist during a session entitled “Growing the Grid –
Wind Farm to Market Highway.” He discussed his company’s plans to continue to
evaluate the feasibility to
create major transmission
upgrades to the grid. One
plan has a new transmission
line being constructed from
the tri-state area of Iowa,
Nebraska, and South Dakota
to the west side of Chicago.
An investment like this is
incredibly expensive ($2+
billion) but would open a

very timely. Again, I have
never foreseen the immediate
Wayne area being a hot spot
for large commercial wind
farms. However, with the wind
industry gaining momentous
steam, our strategy turns to
trying to locate wind component manufacturing and service businesses to the immediate area, or to assist existing
businesses make additions or
modifications to their current
product line. If the number of
wind towers and turbines increase in Northeast Nebraska,
existing and new local suppliers could benefit greatly.

info@wayneworks.org

With the approval of two
wind turbines being constructed on the west side of
Wayne, this conference was

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
Fax (402) 375-2246
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Ag Appreciation Seminar

Joyous songs and Christmas cheer...
laughter and friendship to you all
year!
from Wes, Irene, Kelsey, Jessie
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

The Wayne Area Economic
Development Agribusiness Task
Force will host the 2010 Agriculture Appreciation Seminar on
Friday, December 10. This event
is organized as an educational
opportunity for local farmers to
assist them with their operations
and to show appreciation for
their contributions to the local
economy. The Ag Appreciation
Seminar will be held at the

Wayne Fire Hall, beginning at
9 am, concluding with a catered meal at noon. Confirmed
speakers include Jeff Wellman
from John Deere discussing
new fuel technologies and the
environment; Deon Cariere,
an expert from Sioux Steel
sharing pertinent information
on Best Practices for Grain
Handling and Storage; and
Duane Schroeder, of Schroeder Law Office speaking on
Business Succession and Transition.
Thanks to the generosity of all
the sponsors, area farmers will
be able to attend the Ag Appreciation Seminar free of charge.
Contributing sponsors include:
Ameriprise Financial,

Economic Development Institute

UNL Food Processing Center
From Recipe to Reality Seminar
January 15, 2011
Pre-registration is required and
space is limited.

Registration deadline is
January 3, 2011.
Contact Jill Gifford at
402-472-2819 or
jgifford1@unl.edu

Working to improve the
community of Wayne and
its surrounding area
through affordable housing
development.
Wayne Community Housing
Development Corporation
108 W 3rd Street
Wayne NE 68787
wchdc@conpoint.com
A non-profit equal housing opportunity partner

Nancy Braden (City of Wayne
Finance Director) and I attended Oklahoma University/
Economic Development Institute in Kansas City, MO on
November 14-18. We both completed our first session of OU/
EDI. The Institute is a threesession program, each one week
long, which provides a broad
spectrum of advanced education

for the economic development
professional and is accredited
by the International Economic
Development Council.
OU/EDI classes focus on the
three major core areas of Business Retention & Expansion,
Real Estate, and Finance as
well as areas of concentration
in Marketing, Strategic Planning, Entrepreneurship, and

Bomgaars, Central Valley Ag,
City of Wayne, F&M Bank,
Farmers State Bank of Carroll,
First National Bank of Wayne,
Fletcher Farm Service, Kathol
and Associates, Midwest Land
Company, Mix 30 Liquid Cattle
Feed, Nebraska Eggs Ltd, Northeast Equipment,
Northeast
Nebraska Insurance Agency,
Northeast Nebraska Public
Power District, Pioneer Hybrids,
Renais Energy, State National
Bank, Superhits Y104 KCTY/
Country 1590 KTCH, The Seed
Source, Tom Hansen CPA,
TWJ Feeds, Wayne County
UNL Extension, Wayne County
Farm Bureau, Wayne State College, and Zach Propane Service.

By: Wes Blecke
Managing Economic Development Organizations. At the end
of the three sessions, students
will have completed nearly 120
hours of instruction selected
from more than 50 seminars,
workshops and discussion
groups.
This session I completed the
Finance core course as well as
electives in Entrepreneurship.

info@wayneworks.org
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Monsanto Donates to Project Majestic
2010
Business & Industry
Committee

Ken Kwapnioski
Chair

Brian Bowers of Wayne has
been selected as a winner in
America's Farmers Grow Communities program, which gives
farmers the opportunity to win
$2500 for their favorite local
nonprofit organizations. Bowers
has designated Project Majestic,
located in Wayne to receive the
award in Wayne County.

Curt Frye*

In its initial year, the America's
Farmers Grow Communities
program has provided nearly
500 farmers in 10 states with
$2500 awards to direct to their
favorite nonprofit organization.
The program was recently expanded and Wayne County is
eligible for one more award
before the end of the year. For
more information on how to
participate and to see a full list
of project winners, visit
www.growcommunities.com

Kevin Hoffart

The program is part of a broad

Sarah Surber
Co- Secretary

Brad Thomas
Co- Secretary

Kevin Peterson
Past Chair
Jason

Barelman

Gary Boehle

Lowell Johnson
David Ley*
Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
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Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Corby Schweers
Lois Shelton
Jill Sweetland
Kelvin Wurdeman

commitment by Monsanto
Fund to highlight the important
contributions farmers make
every day to our society by helping them grow their local communities. More than 20,000

farmers participated in the program, which is designed to
benefit nonprofit groups such
as ag youth, schools and other
civic organizations.

Brian Bowers (second from right) explains why he chose Project
Majestic as the nonprofit group that received $2500 from his family
as part of a contest sponsored by Monsanto. From left to right are
Reggie Yates, Project Majestic Board Chair, Amy Bowers, Brian
Bowers, and Mitch Ostgren of the Monsanto Company.

Holiday Events and Promotions
A new holiday giveaway
promotion has been created by
the Retail Think Tank based on
the previous years Stamp Card
promotion. Twenty-five participating retailers have donated
items and gift certificates to
create three gift baskets valued
at over $300 each. These baskets are to be given away on
December 7, 14, and 21.
This promotion is intended to
encourage shopping Wayne
first. Customers will be able to
have the green holiday loyalty
card punched whenever they
make a purchase at any of the
participating stores. Once eight
different stamps are earned, the
card can be deposited with the
merchant and a new card
started.
Merchants are

be held. A nomination form is
included in this newsletter and
is also available on the website.
$50 will be awarded to the
winners in each of three
categories: Religious, Inside
Out, and Childhood Delight.
Entries are due to the WAED
office by December 13.

reminded to turn in their cards
each Monday for the Tuesday
morning drawing. The winner
will be announced on Country
1590 KTCH’s the View from
Wayne America around 9:15 am
during the Wayne Area
Economic Development report.
Repeating a Q125 event, a
Residential Lighting contest will

The Annual Parade of Lights is
scheduled for Thursday,
December 9 beginning at 7 pm
at the Godfather’s corner. The
parade will proceed north to
6th Street. The short parade
route is designed to encourage
youth and walkers to
participate.
Following the
parade, children will be able to
visit with Mr. and Mrs. Santa
Claus at Jacob’s Room.

info@wayneworks.org

Up and Down Main Street
As I write the column the city crews
are putting up the Christmas decorations in downtown Wayne. Another great job done by a special
group of people. On an icy morning
last week as I got out for an early
appointment, the city crews were
already sanding the streets. We are
fortunate to live in Wayne and to be
served by such great city employees. From the office staff, the maintenance workers, the street crews,
and the police department to the
mayor and city manager, we are also
fortunate to have such good people
running this city. I believe this is a
reflection of the mayor's and city
manager's leadership abilities. As
Mayor Lois prepares to leave office, I
would like to say "THANK YOU"
for the terrific six years you gave
to the job and the city. You are a
special person.
At a recent Revitalize Wayne
Committee meeting, Irene shared
with us some of the things she
gleaned from the NCIP Governor's Conference this past month
in Kearney. Most interesting to
me is that she was able to tour
Kearney's "World Theatre." Kearney is restoring their old theater
much like Wayne has done in the
last year to develop the Majestic
Theatre. It is really great to see different groups within a community
come together to push various community projects. We are fortunate
in Wayne to have a person like Jeff
Morlok who spearheaded much of
the restoration project and has spent
countless hours working there with
his employees. I seldom drive by the
theater when I don't see Jeff's pickup
parked there. A special thank you
Jeff for all you do on this project.
The Promotions Committee reported on the Christmas promotion
which is being sponsored in 25 area
businesses. We hope that our public supports these businesses and
participates in the drawing for gift
certificates and gift baskets. It is
imperative that we support these
retailers so that we can grow new
and more businesses in
Wayne. These businesses continu-

ally support the many community
activities that take place in Wayne
and by shopping with them we can
show them we appreciate their
community support. When you
visit these businesses, ask for a
stamp card and when you have
eight stamps you can enter the
drawing to win one of the gift baskets.
Special thanks go to our newspaper
and radio station for their efforts
in creating holiday promotions and
for helping support the WAED
Holiday Promotion with articles,
newsbites, and discounted advertising. We appreciate your efforts
and want to thank Michael Carnes
for his recent article promoting
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By: Tony Kochenash
tance. They will need additional
help so if you can volunteer, call
the WAED office for further
info. A Tree Lighting Ceremony
has not been scheduled as yet.
Entry forms for the Residential
Christmas Decorating Contest are
included in this newsletter. The
neat ladies that did this last year
for the Q-125 Committee, Fauneil Bennet and Nancy Powers,
are organizing this event again
this year.
The "Parade of Lights" will take
place on Thursday, December
9th. Put together an entry and
get in line on 1st Street. The parade route is short to encourage
walking entries, even if the
weather is cold. Lets make
this parade the best we have
had in years.
Connie Webber is organizing
"Ring Around Wayne" at the
Armory on Monday, December 13th beginning at 7:30
pm. This is a concert of
handbell choirs from several
local churches.

shopping in Wayne. The radio
station does not take a back seat
because they have programmed
over the years the Tuesday morning WAED radio talk show and
continue to promote numerous
community events throughout the
year. THANKS.
Many Holiday activities will be
happening in Wayne during December. The Country Classics 4H
Club will create a "Fantasy Forest"
on December 2nd and 3rd in the
City Auditorium. If you have not
entered, contact Jill Belt at 3752940 to enter a tree for this long
standing Wayne event. December
2nd is also the night of the Rotary
Soup and Dessert Supper at the
City Auditorium. Proceeds always
go to support Rotary Youth Activities.
The 7th and Main Christmas tree
will be installed and decorated
soon. Thanks to Northeast Nebraska Public Power for their assis-

You may want to check the WSC
web page or closely follow the
news media to keep up on the
Christmas programs at the college.
Community events are
listed on the calendar at
Contact
www.wayneworks.org.
the Chamber office to get your
event listed. Watch for the other
Holiday activities to participate in
and enjoy the small town life
during the Holiday Season.
In closing, I would urge all of you
to get involved in the community
and in the various Wayne Area
Economic Development/
Chamber/Main Street Committees as we move into 2011. There
is a great deal of talent and very
good minds in this community,
share your talent and passion and
lets help Wayne grow and become
the town we want Wayne to
be. Best wishes to all for a great
Christmas Holiday and a prosperous and healthy Happy New Year.

2010
Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Kurt Schrant
Chair

Kari Wren
Vice Chair

Diane Vovos
Co-Secretary

Nana Peterson
Co-Secretary

Sandy Bartling
Tom Hansen
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mick Kemp*
Tony Kochenash
Marie Mohr*
Jeff Morlok
Lois Shelton
Craig Walling
Reggie Yates

The National Trust Main Street
Center's mission is to empower
people, organizations, and
communities to achieve ongoing
downtown and neighborhood
district revitalization based upon
the principles of selfdetermination, resource
conservation, and incremental
transformation represented
through the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach™.

info@wayneworks.org
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Leadership Wayne
Several projects have been developed by the Leadership Wayne
class. One group is working to
renovate East Park which should be
finished next spring. Another
group came up with the idea to
decorate the city pots for the holidays. A volunteer group was
formed with members from both
this years and last years class. They
collected free materials and organized volunteers to get the project
done. 32 pots were too many for
the group to handle this year with
limited man power and greenery so
not all pots were able to be filled.

If you are interested in volunteering next year or have materials the
group could use please contact the
Chamber Office. The Chamber
would like to thank the following
volunteers: Kelsey Arens, Louis
Benscoter, Brigitte Burbach, Jen
Claussen, Erik Halsey, Jessie
Piper, Lukas Rix, and Cap and
Nana Petersen for their hard
work. A special thanks goes to
Don and Sue Buryanek, and
Chad Sebade for donating trees,
Dave and Lois Shelton along with
the Haskell Ag Lab for donating
Red Dogwood and Flaming

2010
Marketing
Committee
Melissa Urbanec
Chair

Willow branches and the City of
Wayne for giving us permission to
decorate the city pots. We hope
you and your families will enjoy
them this holiday season.

Each year the Special Events Com-

mittee organizes a Silent Auction
during the Annual Banquet.
Money raised at the Silent Auction funds the Annual WSC
Scholarship awarded by Wayne
Area Economic Development on
Band Day. If your business
would like to donate something
for the auction, contact Melissa
Urbanec, Committee Chair or
the Wayne Area Economic Development office. Items in all
price ranges are welcome.

Paula Bonneau
Nancy Braden
Cindy Brummond

Annual Banquet/Award Nominations
The Special Events Committee
has set the time and place of the
Annual Banquet for Sunday, January 30, 2011 at the Wayne State
College Student Center.
The
featured speaker will be Barry
Kennedy, President of Nebraska
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The evening will include
a social hour with cash bar and a
delicious meal with dessert catered
by Chartwells.

Heather Reinhardt*
Secretary

The evening will conclude with
the recognition of several special
awards, including the past year
Congeniality Winners.
Other
special awards presented at the
banquet include the Small Business of the Year, Large Business
of the Year, Most Valuable Patron, Educator of the Year, Citizen of the Year, & the Kiwanis Jr.
Citizen of the Year. Nomination
forms for these awards are included in this newsletter and
must be returned by January 4th.

Chili & Salsa Cook-off Winners 2010
The Annual Business After Hours
Chili and Salsa Cook-Off was
hosted by the Special Events Committee at the Max on November 12.
Winning Gift Certificates from Pac
N Save in the Chili category were (lr) Cecilia Modrell 3rd place, Liz
Garvin 2nd place, Becky Leonard
for Pac N Save 2nd place.

Mick Kemp
Randy Pedersen
Mark Shults
Dan Wibben*

2010
Organization
Committee

Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Jason Claussen
Chadd Frideres*

Chili Winners earning Gift Certificates from Quality Food Center
were (l-r) Jim Modrell 3rd place, Liz
Garvin 1st place, Cathy Varley for
the Coffee Shoppe 2nd place.
Other sponsors included Vel’s
Bakery, cinnamon rolls; the Coffee
Shoppe, cinnamon rolls; the Max;
and Dairy Queen.

Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson

info@wayneworks.org

City Officials
Mayor:
Lois Shelton
Council President:
Doug Sturm (W 1)
Council Members:
Dale Alexander (W 2)
Kathy Berry (W 2)
Ken Chamberlain (W 4)
Brian Frevert (W 3)
Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
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More to Love at the CAC
For those of you who may not
frequent the Community Activity
Center (CAC), you may be unaware of the new programs that
are being offered there. New Assistant Activities Director Karla
Jensen has been hard at work
instituting a variety of offerings,
many aimed at the younger users
of the facility.
There have been monthly Saturday offerings for different age
group kids and laser tag is slated
to be a regular event. She is working with various groups in the
community to develop activities

that will teach as well as entertain.
Her ideas are wide reaching and
should make the Center a more
rounded facility of which to be a
member.
One community need that she is
working on is a little kids gym
area. Especially during the winter
months, there is a need for a place
to take toddlers for active play.
She is seeking funding from several sources to purchase equipment that is specially sized and
constructed. She is also working
on a grant to purchase Lego sets.

By: Mayor Lois Shelton
Among the adult additions are a
dodge ball league, an adult co-ed
volleyball league and a new beginning yoga class. Returning to the
offerings after a prolonged hiatus
is Jazzercise. Zumba classes have
also begun again.
If there are activities that you
would like to see developed at the
CAC please let Karla or one of the
staff know. She is open to all
ideas and ready to turn her creative talents towards making the
Activities Center a more rounded
facility.

Majestic Theatre Opens December 18

Jim Van Delden (W 1)

City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson

The first public event at the Majestic Theatre will be a free movie
Saturday December 18, with
showings at 1pm and 4pm. Despicable Me, rated PG, is an ani-

mated family movie.
That evening the Majestic Theatre
will open for paying customers.
Showtime is 7 pm and tickets prices
are $4 each for the yet to be an-

nounced title. Look for details
on future movies and show times
on the Majestic theatre website
www.majesticonmain.org or
Facebook.

Ribbon Cutting and Chamber Coffee at Lower Elkhorn NRD

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Jim Rabe (D 3)
Kelvin Wurdeman (D 1)

The Nebraska Environmental
Trust and the Lower Elkhorn
Natural Resources District were
honored with a ribbon cutting
ceremony held on November 12.
They were recognized for their
financial assistance to the Bank
Stabilization Project at Kardell
Industrial Park. The ribbon cutting was moved indoors due to
wet weather. Following the ribbon cutting, the Lower Elkhorn
NRD hosted Chamber Coffee at
their Wayne Office located at 709
Providence Road.

Mayor Lois Shelton cuts the ribbon for the Lower Elkhorn NRD bank
stabilization project in the Industrial Park. She is assisted by (l-r) Nancy
Braden, City of Wayne Finance Director; Mayor Shelton; Rich Zubrod,
Kirkham Michael Engineering; Stan Baier, and Chris Carlson, Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District.
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F Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

11:30am Marketing Rotary Soup and
committee @ the
Dessert Supper and
Max
St. Mary’s Bake Sale

Friday

3

Saturday

4

9-12 am Fantasy For1pm Free Holiest @ City Auditorium day Movie @
Our Savior
10am Chamber
Fellowship Hall
Coffee @ F&M Bank
12:00 B & I Exec @
WAED office

5

6

7

8

8 am Organization
Committee @WAED
office

9

10

11

7:30 am Exec Board
@ WAED office

9am-1pm Ag Appreciation Seminar at
Wayne Fire Hall

1pm Free Holiday Movie @
Our Savior
Fellowship Hall

12:45pm B&I @Taco’s

10am Chamber Coffee
6:00pm LB840 @ SMR
hosted by Hartel Co @
Optimist Soup SupWayne City Auditoper @ Our Savior
rium with music by
3&4 grades
7 pm Parade of Lights

12

19

13

14

5:30pm Chicken
Show Committee@SMR
7:30 pm Ring
Around Wayne @
Armory

8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

20

21

Newsletter Articles
Due

9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

15

16

17

7:00 am WAED Board 10am Chamber
@ SMR
Coffee@ State National Bank

9am-3pm Leadership
Wayne at Northeast
Nebraska Public
Power

18
1 & 4pm Free
Holiday Movie
@ the Majestic
Despicable Me
Opening Night
@ the Majestic

22

23

24

8:30am-3pm Siouxland Community
Blood Bank @ Wayne
Fire Hall

No Chamber Coffee

30

31

Midwest Land
Company End of
Year Open House
3:30-6:30pm

No Chamber Coffee

25

Office
Closed

5:30 pm City Council
Meeting @ City Hall

26

27

28
8:00 am Revitalize
Wayne Committee @
SMR

29

Office Closed

1

Wayne Area Economic Development ▪ Chamber ▪ Main Street

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development
effort for the greater community on behalf of all of its residents.

Outdoor Residential Holiday
Decorating Contest
All homes within the Wayne city limits
are welcome to participate. Homeowners
must submit an entry form or be
nominated by an admirer
by Dec. 13th.
Entry Forms are available in this
month’s newsletter and online.
$50 in Chamber Bucks will be awarded to
the winner of each category. Winners will be
annouced at Chamber Coffee on Dec.17th
at State National Bank.

Thursday, December 9, 2010
7:00 PM
Line up will begin at 6:45 PM on
West First Street
Parade starts at 1st & Main
and ends at 6th & Main
Registration forms are available in
the newsletter and online.
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Clause will
greet children at Jacob’s Room
following the Parade

