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The 31st Annual Chicken Show: Chicken and a Movie
The 31st Annual Chicken show
is scheduled for July 8th, 9th and
10th. That makes the event less
than 70 days away!! Plans for the
2011 Chicken Show have been
underway for quite some time
now, but its time to start putting
those plans into action.
The theme for the 2011 Chicken
Show is Chicken and a Movie. The
T-shirt design has been selected
and T-shirts have been printed by
Stadium Sports and are being
folded and inventoried by Lions
Club volunteers. The designers
for this year’s T-shirt were
Michelle Anson and Jenny
Griffith. We will have them in
our retail outlets soon. In the
meantime, they are available at
the office.
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Chicken Show T-shirts will be
sold for the same amount as last
year, $15 each and are available
in Youth sizes extra small
through large and adult sizes
small through 3X-large. Sales of
Chicken Show shirts are a major

source of funding for this annual
event and businesses are
encouraged to support Chicken
Shirt Fridays during the weeks
leading up to the Chicken Show.
The chicken show committee is
still looking for sponsors for the
various events over the three day
show. Please consider how your
business can benefit from
sponsoring an event,
entertainment, or contest.
Sponsors will be recognized in
promotional materials, invited to
judge contests, award prizes, and
introduce entertainers.
Businesses should also be
thinking about window displays,
special store promotions, and
participating in group advertising
that can help bring in customers
to shop. The Chicken Show
appreciates the wide spread
community support for this
annual event that brings tourists
to our community. It is one
more way for Wayne to showcase
our community to our guests as a
place they can live, work, and
play.

2011. Friday night Henoween
will feature Craig Florian in
“Elvis and Marilyn-Together at
Last”. Entertaining the crowds
during the noon chicken feed in
Bressler Park will be Larry Myer,
singer and songwriter. Larry will
also open for the Nathan Wade
and the Un4given Band at the
Saturday night Street Dance on
South Main Street.
While most of the weekend
schedule is similar to past years,
the committee has expanded the
Egg Roulette contest into a two
day event, with preliminaries on
Friday night and the final on
Saturday in the park. The Egg
Roulette pits community leaders
in a game of chance to win
money for their favorite charity.
The next Chicken Show
committee meeting will be held
on Monday, May 9 at 5:30 pm in
the South Meeting Room.
Volunteers, sponsors, and
contest representatives are
welcome to attend.

The Chicken Show committee is
proud to announce the Main
Stage entertainment booked for

www.wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
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Wayne Works for me
because...

of its progressive
leadership and friendly
atmosphere.
Mike Carnes
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Easter Basket Shop Hop Winner
of the businesses who participated in
this event and provided items for the
Shop Hop Basket. The participating
businesses were Bomgaars, Coffee
Shoppe, Copy Write, Diamond
Center/Flowers and Wine, Final
Touch, Gemstone Bridge Bead and
Gem, Jacob’s Room, Nana’s This
Thank you to the customers who and That, Quality Foods/IGA,
participated in the Shop Hop. A Swan’s Apparel and the Wayne
special thank you goes out to all Greenhouse.
Congratulations to JoAnne
Benshoof who won the Easter
Basket Shop Hop Challenge. To
be eligible to win the Easter
Basket Shop Hop Basket, she
needed to browse or shop at 7 of
11 participating businesses.

Wayne Farmers Market
market can expand to provide a
reliable source of locally
produced goods. The market has
the potential to become a
centerpiece of the community.

Showtimes at
www.majesticonmain.org

Or call 402-833-1833

Making Money Youth
Entrepreneurship Day Camp

Wayne: June 2-3
For students in grades 5-8
Call (402) 582-4866 to register

Working to improve the
community of Wayne and its
surrounding area through
affordable housing
development.
Wayne Community Housing
Development Corporation
108 W 3rd Street
Wayne NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing opportunity partner

Anyone interested in the future
of the Wayne Farmers Market is
invited to attend an organizational meeting on Thursday,
May 5, at 7pm in the South
Meeting Room of the Wayne
City Auditorium. The meeting is
open to growers, market customers, and others who would like be
a market volunteer. The Wayne
Farmers Market started in 2006
and has grown to include vendors selling a variety of fresh
produce, meats, eggs, baked
goods, honey, crafts, and other
surprises. The market is held at
the Wayne County Courthouse
twice weekly from mid June to
late October. It has
become a
place where community members
convene to visit with their favorite vendors, and purchase fresh
produce and locally produced
goods. The market visitors are
often treated to live music and
are invited to participate in special market events such as cooking demonstrations, barbecues,
and kids activities held periodically throughout the market season. Future plans for the Wayne
Farmers Market is to find a
permanent location where the

The Wayne Farmer’s Market is
listed in the Nebraska
Department of Agriculture
Guide to Fresh Produce and is a
member of Nebraska Buy Fresh
Buy Local.
Why should you buy local?
1. Ex ce pt io n a l taste an d
freshness. Local food is fresher
and tastes better than food
shipped long distances from
other states or countries. Local
farmers can offer produce
varieties bred for taste and
freshness rather than for
shipping and long shelf life.
2. Strengthen your local
economy. Buying local food
keeps your dollars circulating in
your community. Getting to
know the farmers who grow your
food builds relationships based
on understanding and trust, the
foundation of strong
communities.
3. Support endangered family
farms. There’s never been a more
critical time to support your
farming neighbors. With each
local food purchase, you ensure
that more of your money spent
on food goes to the farmer.
4. Safeguard your family’s
health. Knowing where your
food comes from and how it is

grown or raised enables you to
choose safe food from farmers
who avoid or reduce their use of
chemicals, pesticides, hormones,
antibiotics, or genetically
modified seed in their
operations. Buy food from local
farmers you trust.
5. Protect the environment.
Local food doesn’t have to travel
far. This reduces carbon dioxide
emissions and packing materials.
Buying local food also helps to
make farming more profitable
and selling farmland for
development less attractive.
When you buy local food, you
vote with your food dollar! This
ensures that family farms in your
community will continue to
thrive and that healthy, flavorful,
plentiful food will be available
for future generations.
For more information about the
Wayne Farmer’s Market, please
contact Traci Bruckner,
tracibruckner@gmail.com,
(402) 360-2109, Monica
Snowden, mosnowd1@wsc.edu,
(402)369-319 or Irene Fletcher,
ifletcher@wayneworks.org, (402)
375-2240.

www.wayneworks.org

Up and Down Main Street
April was an exciting month in
Wayne with a number of activities to
participate in and enjoy. My favorites
were the city's Green Expo, Crafting
for a Cure at the city auditorium, and
the second annual Wayne High
Alumni Basketball Tournament. Our
April weather was unusually wet and
cooler than most of us wanted it to
be, but I suspect after all those April
showers we will have the May flowers
and some warmth to feel good about.
With the school year wrapping up,
this is a time of the year that I have
some misgivings about. In their
efforts to celebrate the end of the
school year, all too often students
turn to alcohol and parties where
alcohol is served. Over the years I
have seen a number of dumb things
happen at this time of the year,
mostly attributed to alcohol and
careless driving.
My first year in Wayne we lost a WSC
student in a barroom altercation on
the night before graduation and having lived in other college towns I have
seen a number of crazy happenings at
this time of the year. According to a
recent article in the Omaha World
Herald, one person is hurt or killed
each day of the year in our state as a
result of drinking and driving. High
schoolers are not exempt from these
activities, and we need to be more
careful and less encouraging of these
activities. Everyone's help is needed
here.
Early in the school year for a few
months I talked in this column about
carelessness and traffic violations on
the streets of Wayne and hardly a
month goes by that I do not get
several requests to talk more about
these things people see on our
streets. I refer them to the police
department but I am sure they feel
less comfortable talking to the police
then to me. Favorite targets seem to
be the traffic lights on Main and the
numerous times cars/trucks seem to
run these lights. I know I look several
times before I cross Main Street
because I have seen a number vehicles
run these lights. The other concern I
hear most is drivers using the center

lane on Seventh Street too soon to
make a left turn. I had an occasion
going west at DQ where I wanted to
make a left turn, but there was a car
coming from the west that was in
the middle lane for two blocks. We
need to be less in a hurry and more
careful and courteous in our driving.
Some people have asked me to
check on parking spots on Main and
our numbered streets and if lines
can be used to mark these spaces. I
talked to a city council person who
checked into this and got back to
me and said the city is planning to
do this as soon as the weather and
workload permit. I hear and see a
number of times where two or three
vehicles are taking three or four
parking spots because they allow too
much space between the vehicle in
front or behind them. I believe
putting lines down to mark parking
spaces would help guide better
parking. Another thing that is becoming evident on the numbered
streets with angle parking on both
sides is that it is getting more
difficult to navigate these streets
when cars and trucks with these new
extended bodies are parked on both
sides of the street at the same location. But maybe this will be solved
in part with the high gasoline prices
getting people to buy smaller
fuel efficient vehicles.
Flyers describing the State National
Bank window sign assistance are
available from Matt Ley at the bank.
Nominations for the Main Street/
Heritage Nebraska awards have been
written and officially entered. The
awards will be announced at the
Heritage Nebraska/Main Street
Annual Banquet in June.
The benches on Main Street are in
place and when the weather permits
the flower containers will be planted
to enhance downtown Wayne.
Nana and Marie are seeking volunteers to help with the planting when
the weather permits and we could
always use more volunteers to help
us on the variety of projects and sub
committees in Revitalize Wayne/
Main Street.
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By: Tony Kochenash
We are also looking for local historians interested in helping organize
a Commercial Historic District
Business Tour, similar to the Annual Cemetery Association Spirit
Walk. Revitalize Wayne/Main
Street meets on May 10th and 24th
in the South Meeting Room of the
City Auditorium and anyone is
welcome to join the conversation.
The Wayne Community Theater
is holding auditions on Wednesday, May 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Majestic Theatre. Their next
show will be a musical within a
comedy and will be performed July
14 through the 17th at the Majestic. Rehearsals will be held there
from 6 to 8 p.m. Sundays through
Wednesdays. There are 5 female
leads and 8 male leads as well as a
support ensemble that will stay very
busy throughout the show. The
Community Theatre will also host

kids between the ages of 7-13 for
a two week Theatre Kids workshop in July, culminating in a
performance at the Majestic
Theater on Chicken Show weekend. Interested? Join the fun by
contacting Mollie Spieker at 402375-2869 for more information.
Congratulations to all our area
high school and college
graduates. Drive safely and party
carefully. Best wishes to all of you
in your future endeavors.
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HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY to all
mothers! We pray and hope you
have a special day and year.

The National Trust Main Street
Center's mission is to empower
people, organizations, and
communities to achieve ongoing
downtown and neighborhood
district revitalization based upon
the principles of selfdetermination, resource
conservation, and incremental
transformation represented
through the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach™.

www.wayneworks.org
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20th Annual Northeast Nebraska Legislative Forum Recap
Nearly 80 area citizens took part
in the 20th Annual Northeast
Nebraska Legislative Forum
held in the Gardner Auditorium
on the campus of Wayne State
College on April 15. The audience asked questions of the
three Northeast Nebraska senators at the forum: Lydia Brasch
(District 16); Mike Flood
(District 19); and, Dave Bloomfield (District 17). The format
included opening and closing
remarks by each senator, and
questions from the audience
moderated by Mark Ahmann.
Topics of the forum varied
greatly. After 20 minutes or so
of explaining the status of the
reform to the Commission on
Industrial Relations (CIR), the
senators turned to questions
concerning funding for education and roads, term limits, local
option sales tax rates, and economic development.

Lowell Johnson
David Ley*
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Senator Lydia Brasch (l) and Senator Dave Bloomfield (r) listen to Speaker of
Legislature Mike Flood discuss his role in setting the agenda for the Nebraska
Legislature. The role of the Nebraska Speaker is much different than any other
state since Nebraska has only one house of government, according to Flood.

Following the 90 minute forum,
area dignitaries and representatives from Wayne State College
and the Wayne Area Economic
Development Government

Affairs Committee enjoyed a
luncheon in the Gardner Hall
foyer with the State Senators.

Labor and Food - Saturday Evening at the Chicken Show

Ken Liska
Todd Luedeke
Jeff Morlok
Ray Nelson
Dave Olson
Lois Shelton
Jill Sweetland
Brad Thomas
Kelvin Wurdeman

As part of the Chicken show
festivities, a street dance and
beer garden is being planned for
the evening of Saturday, July 9
in the Final Touch/Riley’s parking lots. The Chicken Show
Committee is requesting nonprofit organizations that want to
help set up and tear down the
garden, and help at the gate
contact the WAED office by
May 20. Part of the proceeds
from the dance will go back to
the organization(s) that help
out. Also, businesses or organizations that have an interest in
serving food for this event are to
contact the WAED office by
May 20. Up to 1000 people
could be in attendance, so the
food provider would have to
accommodate a percentage of

this sized crowd. The entertainment begins around 8:30 pm and
closes by 1:00 am. Also, the
Chicken Show Committee would
like to see, in lieu of a vendor fee,
a portion of the business or organization’s proceeds from the
sale of food that evening go to
the non-profit organization(s)

running the dance. Larry Myer
(www.larrymyer.net) will open
the dance [He also opened in
2009] with Nathan Wade and
the Un4given Band
(www.reverbnation.com/
nathanwadeandtheun4given)
headlining the event.

www.wayneworks.org
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A Big “Thank You” to the Leather and Lace Square Dancers
We would like to extend a big
thank you to the Leather and
Lace Square Dancers who
represented the Wayne Chicken
Show at the “Dancing for Tourism” event in Norfolk on April
9th, 2011.
The Square Dancers did a
wonderful job and we are fortunate to have such a great group
representing the Wayne Chicken
Show. We appreciate your time
and efforts that went into this
event. You are a great group to
watch and we look forward to
seeing you perform again in the
future. Leather and Lace Square
Dance Club dances on the 2nd
& 4th Friday nights, September
through May, at the Carroll
Auditorium.

2011
Marketing
Committee

Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Heather Reinhardt*
Secretary
Paula Bonneau
Nancy Braden
Leather and Lance Square Dancers of Wayne County, representing the Wayne
Chicken Show at the “Dancing for Tourism event in Norfolk. Pictured L-R:
Roger & Pam Willer, Darrel & Phyllis Rahn, Connie Kirkpatrick, Vernon
Bauermeister, Bob & Peggy Krueger, caller Dean Dederman.

Cindy Brummond
Mick Kemp
Dan Wibben*

Great Dane Wayne - Manufacturing Plant of the Year
Wayne, Nebraska. The
Wayne Plant celebrates
twenty-five years of operation
this year, and has built 89,000
refrigerated trailers to date.
Recently Great Dane Trailers
held a Management and Sales
Conference for approximately
400 individuals from all across
the United States, Canada,
and Mexico. The event, Road-

The Wayne employees will
celebrate their achievement

worthy: Building Great Horizons, was held in Savannah,
Georgia.
During
the
Award
Presentations, the Wayne Plant
was presented with the firstever “Manufacturing Plant of
the Year” award. Terry Hanson, Plant Manager, was on
hand to accept the award for
Wayne. He stated such recognition was the direct result of
550 Wayne employees’ dedication to build “something special” within each and every
Super Seal coming out of

with an in-plant Prime Rib
dinner and commemorative
T-shirts from Stadium Sports.

Great Dane Trailers now has
seven manufacturing facilities
across the United States, and
is in the process of building a
state-of-the-art manufacturing
plant and engineering
compound in Savannah, GA.
Over the last few years, the
owners of Great Dane have
also purchased Gillig Buses
{the country’s second largest
bus manufacturer}; Trail King
Trailers of Mitchell, SD and
Fargo, ND; and Johnson
Truck Bodies of Rice,
{manufacturers of the yellow
Schwann trucks}.
Congratulations to all
of the Great Dane employees
of Wayne who work so hard
and take great pride in their
work. You all truly deserve to
be recognized for this award!
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Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
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Kyle Dahl
Chadd Frideres
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Jeryl Nelson*
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Council President:
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Jon Haase (W 4)
Kaki Ley (W 3)
Jim Van Delden (W 1)

City Administrator:
Lowell Johnson
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Mayor’s Youth Council
As we’re winding down the
school year and summer
approaches the Mayor’s Youth
Council has been very busy.
The group has been continuing
their rotation in concession
duties at the Majestic. I even
got in on the action the last
time. The movie was
‘Limitless’, and what was even
better than the movie was
watching how these kids work
and work together. I learned
quickly to stay out of the way.
They knew exactly what they
were supposed to be doing, and
how to do it. It was really great
to see them interact, and be
comfortable with the public.
They seem to really enjoy the
work, of course it doesn’t hurt
they get to see the movie for
free and stay out until
midnight.
They are also getting ready for

By: Mayor Ken Chamberlain

their annual roadside clean up.
This will be their second year of
doing so. I think they were pretty
amazed at the amount of trash
they picked up last year, but they
also know the money they’re
raising is going to a good cause.
The current cause is their Relay
for Life team, but there has also
been discussion about what their
next project might be.
Recently the President and Vice
President and I went to Sioux
City to see how their Youth
Commission works. The Sioux
City group has been active for
about 20 years and has a very
successful organization, however,
they do not do any fund raising,
and rather they receive money
each year from the City Council
to use for their projects. Most of
their time is spent doing
volunteer work for just about
everything. I would like to see the

Wayne group do m ore
volunteering as well, but it may
be a challenge to find money in
the budget to offset the funds
they wouldn’t be making.
One other recent change is the
forming of an executive
committee. This group has also
been very busy trying to get the
by-laws for the group written
before the recruiting starts again
this fall. What they have written
so far has been quite impressive,
spelling out eligibility, how to
apply, terms and requirements.
This is really a fun group of kids
with great ideas and ambition,
but like any group of kids the
challenge lies in concentrating
their focus. So if there is anyone
who would like to help out with
this group just let Lois or I
know.

Makin’ Money Entrepreneur Camp

County Officials
Commissioners:
Dean Burbach (D 2)
Jim Rabe (D 3)
Kelvin Wurdeman (D 1)

Across the region, kids are
starting up their own
businesses and making money
from home. Making Money
Entrepreneur Day Camp is
again being offered to area
youth in grades 5-8. The camp
will be held on June 2 and 3 in
Benthack Hall on the Wayne
State College Campus.
Registration for the two day
camp is $20 and includes all
project materials, class supplies,
and snacks and one lunch.
Students will experience
making and selling a product,
meet with a local banker to

take out a business loan, create
a commercial with the radio
station, and learn about customer service skills and record
keeping. Campers will sell their
products at the Market Place
during Chamber Coffee on
June 3. The camp will
conclude with a community tour

and presentations by local entrepreneurs. Participation in the
camp will meet some
requirements for Girl Scouts, Boy
Scouts, and 4H. The camp is
sponsored by UNL
Extension, Northeast Nebraska
RC&D, Wayne State College
and Wayne Area Economic
Development.
Registration is
available at the Wayne Area
Economic Development office
and from the Extension office or
online at www.nenercd.org/
images/makinMoneyregistration.pdf
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Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

8am Organization
Committee@SMR

11:30am Marketing
Committee @ the
Max

9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

Thursday

5

Friday

6

10am Chamber

Coffee @ Northeast
Nebraska Public
Power
7pm Farmers Market
Organizational Meet- 12pm B & I Exec @
WAED office
ing @ SMR

5:30pm City Council

8

9

5:30pm Chicken
Show Committee @
SMR

15

16

10

12

13

8am Revitalize Wayne
Committee @ SMR

7:30am Exec Board
@ WAED office

1:30-6pm Leadership
Wayne Class and
Recognition @ the
Majestic

12:45pm B&I Committee @ Taco’s and
More

10am Chamber Coffee
@ Providence Medical
Center

17

11

18

24

25

8am Revitalize Wayne
Committee @ SMR

30 Office Closed

19

20

7am WAED Board @
SMR

10am Chamber
Coffee @ Herman
Chiropractic

26

27

7:45am Ag Taskforce
@Tacos & More

10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by
Wayne State College
Foundation in the
Willow Bowl

8:30am-3pm
Siouxland
Community Blood
Bank @ Wayne Fire
Hall

5:30-7:30PM Relay
for Life Event, Paint
the Town Purple

29

31

WSC Commence

WSC Commencement

14

21

Newsletter Articles
Due

Relay For Life @FNB
5:30pm City Council
5:30 Team Captains
Meeting @ City Hall
6:30 Committee

23

7

Wayne High
Graduation

9am Wayne County
Commissioners @
Courthouse

22

Saturday

1

2

3
10am Chamber
Coffee hosted by Making Money Market
Place @WSC Benthack
Hall

Making Money Youth Entrepreneurship Camp

28

4

Wayne Area Economic Development ▪ Chamber ▪ Main Street

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort
for the greater community on behalf of
all of its residents.
www.wayneworks.org

31st ANNUAL WAYNE CHICKEN SHOW

Friday, July 8th Henoween—(Downtown)
Arts, Crafts, Kid’s Games, Fun and Food Vendors, World’s Largest Chicken Dance, Contests,
Cement Chicken Auction, Free Entertainment, Fireworks, Teen Dance

Saturday, July 9th—(Bressler Park)
1M Walk/5K Run, Omelet Feed, Rooster Crowing Contest, Parade on Main Street, Arts, Crafts, Fun, Food
Vendors, Chicken Feed, Free Entertainment, Quilt Show, Contests for all ages including the National
Cluck-Off and Hard-Boiled Egg Eating Contest, Downtown Street Dance/Beer Garden

Sunday, July 10th—(Wayne Municipal Airport)
Fly-In Brunch, Crowing Motors Car Show and Last Cluck Poker Run

For More Information go to: www.chickenshow.com

