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Gumball Machines on Every Street Corner? By: Wes Blecke
Don’t all communities yearn
for their citizenries to get together and discuss what their
futures hold? And wouldn’t it
even be better if this type of conversation was led by a volunteer
group who simply wants to put
their leadership skills to work
and wants to make their community a better tomorrow than it is
today? How fortunate is Wayne!
Thirty-five to forty people took
part in a night of idea generation
for the future of Wayne on November 11 at the Wayne Fire
Hall. Four members of Leadership Wayne’s 2010-2011 class,
and active members of Forward
Wayne, coordinated a night of
innovative conversations. Terri
Buck, Nick Muir, Lukas Rix and
B.J. Woehler started meeting this
past summer to plan this first
WIN (Wayne Innovation Night).
The participants were encouraged to think about innovative
assets (tangible and intangible)
Wayne could have/develop in

the future (or better utilize in the
present!). The three themes used
to facilitate the brainstorming
included EDUCATION, QUALITY OF LIFE and GROWTH. As
trends were formed, the facilitators allowed the participants to
discuss in depth some of the
ideas that were generated. Each
participant discussed 2 of the
trends in different groups.
So what now? The facilitators
made it clear from the beginning
that the participants needed to
make new things happen if they
truly wanted them in their community. I know of a couple of
conversations that continue with
a few of the ideas generated that
evening. I also could see this

Wes Blecke
Executive Director
wblecke@wayneworks.org

Many of you might remember
the community START program
from the late 1980’s/early 1990’s
(I only remember the name because I had a sister that worked
on it). Wayne had many ideas
generated from this program that
came to fruition in our community: Community Activity Center,
Senior Center, Library, Rainbow
World Child Care Center, and
more. Could the recent WIN do
these same things? I do love the
famous quote by Peter Drucker –
“The best way to predict the future is to create it.” And Wayne
has the assets to do just this!
A HUGE thank you to Absolute Salon (Kari and B.J.
Woehler), Pamida and the
Wayne Volunteer Fire Department for sponsoring this night of
innovation! And really...who
wouldn’t want a gumball machine on every street corner?!

Irene Fletcher
Assistant Director
ifletcher@wayneworks.org
Jessi Hansen
Office Manager
jehansen@wayneworks.org

108 W 3rd St.
PO Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

becoming an annual event as well
as possibly additional conversations built around the chosen
themes.

www.wayneworks.org

Phone (402) 375-2240 or
(877) 929-6363
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Groundbreaking for Cobblestone Hotel and Suites
To a joyful present and
a well remembered past.
Best wishes for Happy
Holidays and an
exciting New Year!
Wes, Irene, & Jessi

Showtimes at
www.majesticonmain.org

Or call 402-833-1833

The Wayne Public Library

Wreath Display
Will be back next year!
We’ve heard that this project has
been missed! Please put us on
your holiday calendar for 2012.
Thank you for your support of
library programming.
Questions: 402-375-3135

Working to improve the
community of Wayne and its
surrounding area through
affordable housing
development.
Wayne Community Housing
Development Corporation
108 W 3rd Street
Wayne NE 68787
wchdc@wayneworks.org
A non-profit equal housing opportunity partner

Investors and on-lookers
all gathered to witness the
groundbreaking for the new
44 Room Cobblestone Hotel
and Suites on November 28.
Preceding the shovel ceremony, a brief presentation
was held inside the adjacent

Wayne Fire Hall. Governor
Dave Heineman commended the
community for coming together
to create business growth in the
community. He acknowledged
the job opportunities that the
hotel and other community projects are bringing to the area.

Brian Wogernese, President
of Cobblestone Hotel Group,
LLC, spoke to those gathered
and explained that Cobblestone
is excited to come to Wayne
because Wayne is excited to have
Cobblestone here. “We only
locate in communities who want
us and Wayne continues to demonstrate its enthusiasm to have
us open the first Cobblestone
Hotel and Suites here.” Wogernese continued to explain that
their typical hotel property is
branded as an Inn, but the
Wayne project will include an
indoor pool and small conference room and will be branded
as a Hotel.
For more information about
the new hotel in Wayne, visit its
website at
www.cobblestoneinns.com/
cobblestone-of-wayne-ne.html.

All Board and Committees Report; B&I Retreat
Over 30 Board and committee members attended the All
Board and Committees’ meeting on November 10 at the
First National Bank of Wayne
Community Room. They met
over the noon hour and were
treated to lunch. Committee
chairs including Melissa Urbanec (Marketing), Mike Varley (Organizational), Kurt
Schrant (Revitalize Wayne) and
Ken Kwapnioski (Business &
Industry) updated the group
on what each main committee
of Wayne Area Economic Development has done, is currently doing, and is planning

for the future. If anyone would
like to get involved with one or
more of these committees, please
contact the office. There are also
many “sub” committees that
need additional people to make
the activities of Wayne Area Economic Development possible,
including the Chicken Show, Ag
Task, Government Affairs, Special Events, and others.
In addition to the All Board
and Committees’ meeting, the
Business and Industry Committee held its annual retreat after
this meeting. Guests at the retreat included Annette Junck

(Laurel Economic Development)
and Jim Litchfield (Wakefield
City Administrator). Junck and
Litchfield both updated the committee on what new development
is taking place in each of their
communities. The committee
and guests discussed how the
region can work together and
address some common challenges
that each community faces.
Much discussion centered on
finding available workforce for
the existing businesses as well as
the new businesses that each
community is trying to attract
and/or help start up.
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Up and Down Main Street
December and the Christmas
Holiday Season is always so festive
and exciting. It is great to see our
community tree lit up and all the
Christmas decorations around town.
So much is planned in our community during this month. Join in the
fun by participating in as many activities as you can. I am looking forward to the Parade of Lights and
hopeful that under Matt Ley's leadership, more businesses, organizations, and institutions will get involved.

The November activities that we
talked about in last month's newsletter went off well and we had great
participation. The Chili & Salsa
Cook-Off, the WAED All Board and
Committee Meeting, and Wayne
Innovation Night all turned out to
be special. The Customer Appreciation celebrations went very well and
the weekly Holiday Stamp Card Promotion got very popular in a hurry.
I was proud last Christmas Holiday Season that I did all my Christmas gift buying at home in Wayne. I
strongly believe that shopping at
home is critical to our community
and for keeping our businesses alive
and well. In addition, the sales tax
collected in Wayne comes back in
part to the city to use. This is a major benefit to our community in that

it pays for some of the services provided by the city.
One of the most pleasant surprises to me were two full page
articles that appeared in the USA
TODAY on November 14 and 16.
The first, "Why Holiday Shoppers
are Thinking Local", talked about
neighborhood stores' personal customer touch and unique selection
of goods that add to a gifts' meaning. The article extols the virtues of
buying at home. The second article,
"The Joys of Local Shopping", talks
about how staying close to home
for holiday gifts has its benefits.
The article stresses the personal
service that customers get from
their home town stores that is often
missing in the box stores.
In the past two months Marie
and I continued our exploration of
towns and cities that have become
historical tourist attractions. In
October we traveled to Saint Paul
and had a great time exploring
historical Saint Paul and getting
ideas that we could eventually use
in Wayne. Often overshadowed by
its twin, downtown St Paul also
commands a presence along the
river. Sites such as the Cathedral of
St Paul, Landmark Center, the
State Capitol, Fitzgerald Theater,
and the Minnesota History center
offer a glimpse into the past. Strolling around Grand Ave and Victoria
St. is loaded with historical buildings containing a variety of shops
and restaurants and loaded with a
young population enjoying their
outings. But my favorite was the
very new Xcel Energy Center which
houses a variety of sporting events
and a number of conventions and
tourist activities.
Our travel in November led us
to historic San Antonio, the 7th
largest city in the U.S. Although it
is big it has a small town atmosphere in the downtown area with
tourists attractions like the Alamo
and the famous River Walk. Our
hotel was on the River Walk and
across the street from the famous

Saint Mary's Church and near the
historic Majestic Theater. We
traveled through historic old town
and visited almost every attraction
in San Antonio including the
Arneson Theater. In addition we
traveled to the WWII Pacific
Theater Museum and the LBJ
Ranch in the Texas Hill Country.
It was amazing to me what San
Antonio has done to capitalize on
its tourist attractions. They currently have a $500 million bond
issue to improve on these tourism
activities. Do they know where
their bread is buttered!!!!!

2011
Revitalize Wayne
Committee
Kurt Schrant
Chair

Kari Wren
Vice Chair

Diane Vovos*
Co-Secretary

Nana Peterson
Co-Secretary

Heidi Claussen
Stacey Craft
Lowell Heggemeyer
Lowell Johnson
Mick Kemp*
Some neat ideas came out of
the Innovations Workshop and I
am sorry I was not able to attend.
I wanted to bring up the idea that
Wayne should get behind developing and promoting their designated historical district. I am a
strong believer that this is an opportunity to improve our economy and to put Wayne on the
historical attractions map. Our
committee needs help in this area
and especially in developing historical tours in the community.
The next meeting of Revitalize
Wayne/Main Street will be December 13 at 8 am in the South
Meeting Room of the City Auditorium. If you want to help your
community improve and get better, you are welcome to join us.

Merry Christmas to all
and wishing you a healthy
and happy New Year.

Lynette Krie
Tony Kochenash
Matt Ley
Marie Mohr
Jeff Morlok
Lois Shelton
Reggie Yates

The National Trust Main Street
Center's mission is to empower
people, organizations, and
communities to achieve ongoing
downtown and neighborhood
district revitalization based upon
the principles of selfdetermination, resource
conservation, and incremental
transformation represented
through the comprehensive
Main Street Four-Point
Approach™.
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Chicken Committee Seeks Theme Ideas
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The theme for the 32nd Annual
Chicken Show has been selected
by the committee. Jennifer Sievers
submitted the idea of “Nightmare
on Egg Street” and a vision for the
2012 design. Jennifer’s vision
features a street sign at the crossroads of 32nd and Egg Street. A
hen is resting on a nest of three
eggs. Above the hen are three
dream/nightmare clouds, one with
her egg used for the Omelet Feed,
one with her egg in the Egg Drop,
and one of her egg in the Egg
Toss.
The committee is now looking
for artists who can turn the sug-

gested vision into a front and back
design for the shirt and other event
promotion. Designs should be submitted to the Economic Development office prior to the next
Chicken Show committee meeting
on December 14. They can be
mailed, dropped off, or emailed to
info@wayneworks.org.
The committee also reviewed
entertainment options for the three
day event and are looking for sponsors who can help bring some eggscellent entertainment to the stage on
Henoween, at noon on Saturday
and for the Street Dance on Saturday night. Some new events have

been suggested and the committee
is reviewing the schedule to enhance the Chicken Show experience for our guests.
The committee is also moving
forward on reworking the billboard on the west side of town
and creating a souvenir postcard.
Chicken Show committee
meets on the second Monday of
each month at 5:30 pm in the
South Meeting Room of the City
Auditorium. The meetings are
open to the public and the committee welcomes community input.

Holiday Promotions
Two winners have been announced in the Holiday Stamp
Card Promotion. Sharon Brader
and Tracy Heinemann have each
won $50 in Chamber Bucks by
shopping at participating Wayne
businesses. Each completed card
represents $100 of shopping at
one of 24 local retailers. The
promotion continues until December 23 when two cards will be
drawn for $250 each. The drawings take place at the weekly
Chamber Coffees.
Wayne Area Economic Development and City of Wayne will
sponsor Chamber Coffee on Fri-

day December 2. Elementary students under the direction of Mrs.
Monica Jensen will provide some
Christmas Cheer for the gathering.
The Annual Parade of Lights will
start at 6:30 pm on Thursday, December 8. Registration is appreciated, but not necessary. Parade
entries just need to get in line on
West 1st Street, first come, first in
line, following Santa’s Sleigh. The
short parade route is designed to
encourage walkers and youth participation and ends at 6th Street. Entries should be lit in a festive manner. Candy or other items must be
passed out or thrown from the

street, not a float of vehicle per
the Wayne Police Department
Parade Permit.
The Wonderland of Snowflakes and Stars Outdoor Residential Decorating Contest entries are
due by Monday, December 12 to
the Economic Development office. Judges will tour inside the
city limits of Wayne to select winners in each quadrant of the city.
The winners will be announced at
Chamber Coffee on December 16
at State National Bank. Residents
can nominate their own address
or the address of a holiday display
that they admire.

Wayne Works: Job Marketing
The Marketing Committee has
been exploring ways to bring workers to Wayne to fill existing job
openings. One of their goals was to
work with news media to promote
the fact that some of Wayne’s major employers are looking for workers. Some of the available jobs are
for welders, drivers, production
manufacturing, sewing, and customer service. The Omaha World
Herald featured Wayne in a story

in the Business Section on November 25 that has generated many
phone calls and emails to the Economic Development office. The
story was also carried on several
Sioux City TV Stations and drew
attention to the business growth in
our community.
The committee’s work with the
“Marketing Rural Communities to
Attract Workers” project has led to
some simple changes to the website

and the development of a Workforce Brochure. The research supports the use of “Word of Mouth”
marketing using testimonials of
residents to communicate the
benefits of living and working in
Wayne. The Marketing Committee encourages residents to take
this message to their holiday gatherings and share it with out of
town friends and relatives.

Wayne Works!

www.wayneworks.org
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Silent Auction Items Needed for Annual Banquet
The Annual Wayne Area Economic Development Banquet will
be held on Sunday, January 29 at
the Wayne State College Student
Center. Valet parking will be
available for guests attending the
event. The banquet will be catered by Chartwells and special
entertainment is planned for the
evening. Mark your calendars to

save this date to attend this celebration of community excellence. Tickets will be available at
the Economic Development office after January 1.
The Special Events committee
is seeking donations of items for
the Silent Auction, a traditional
component of the Annual Banquet. Money raised from the

Silent Auction funds a WSC
Scholarship awarded at Band
Day. Please contact the office to
make arrangements for your
donation. Donations of any kind
are appreciated. Last year’s auction raised $1266 and the committee has issued a challenge to
reach $1500 this year.

Nominations for Annual Banquet Recognitions

2011
Marketing
Committee

Melissa Urbanec
Chair
Heather Reinhardt*
Secretary
Paula Bonneau
Nancy Braden

Enclosed in this newsletter are
nomination forms for a variety of
recognitions that will be made at
the Annual Economic Development Banquet to be held on Sunday, January 29 at the Wayne
State College Student Center.
Nominations are due to the office
by January 3.
The oldest recognition given
during the banquet is the Citizen
of the Year Award. This recognition began in 1977 with Roger
Nelson receiving the first one.
Think of someone who has contributed much to the community
during their time in Wayne and

consider nominating them.
Other recognitions made at
the banquet include the Educator of the Year (first given in
1996 to Duane Blomenkamp).
Nominations for Educator of the
Year need to include the nominee’s dedication to teaching,
quality of instruction and vision,
and community involvement.
The Most Valuable Patron
Award is given annually to an
organization the supports the
efforts of Wayne Area Economic
Development. The business
awards include the Small Business of the Year (10 or fewer

FTEs) and the Large Business of
the Year (11 or more FTEs).
These businesses nominated must
have been business members of
Wayne Area Economic Development during 2011.
With all of these nominations,
the committees like to see
“campaigns” of support for the
nominees. Collect letters of support for your nominee, or have
others sign your nomination
forms. If you have any questions
on the nominating process, please
contact the office.

Chili and Salsa Cook-Off
Six local cooks cashed in on the
Ring of Fire at the Annual Chili
and Salsa Cook-Off held on November 3 in the back room of The
Max. There were a combined 17
entries for chilli and salsa. Around
100 people taste-tested the chili
and salsa as well as eating cinnamon rolls (Coffee Shoppe and
Vel’s) and vegetables.
The 1st Place winner in the
Chili division (and winner of a
$50 gift card donated by Pac N
Save) was Hannah Madsen, a student at Wayne State College. The
2nd Place winner was Cathy Var-

ley with the Coffee Shoppe, followed in 3rd Place by Liz Brummond, Wayne native and WSC
student.
The 1st Place winner in the
Salsa division (and winner of a
$50 gift card donated by Quality
Foods) was Mike Craft. The 2nd
Place winner was Martha Hernandez, followed in 3rd Place by
an entry from Wayne State College’s Association of Family and
Consumer Science Professionals.
This year the Chili and Salsa
Cook-Off was held on a Thursday night; previous years the

event was held on a Friday night.
If anyone has suggestions for the
day of the week for the cook-off,
or if you have other ideas to add
to make it a better event, please
let the office know. The Special
Events Committee is responsible
for coordinating the
cook-off
and other
business
after hours
events.

Cindy Brummond
Mick Kemp
Dan Wibben*

2011
Organization
Committee

Mike Varley*
Chair
Jason Barelman
Nancy Braden
Jason Claussen
Kyle Dahl
Chadd Frideres
Josh Hopkins
Jeryl Nelson*

www.wayneworks.org
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Freshman Year
With Pearl Harbor Day around
the corner it can only mean one
thing, it has been a year since I
was sworn in as the Mayor of this
great city. It hardly seems like it
has already been a year, but what a
year it’s been. It has truly been an
honor for me to be your representative, and I am thankful for the
opportunity.
It has been a year full of highlights of all kinds. I had the honor
of participating in the Small Business of the Year award for Sand
Creek Post and Beam, breaking
ground with the wonderful people
of Providence Medical Center,
and with Governor Heineman for
the Cobblestone Hotel and Suites
project. Getting Western Ridge 3
finalized so that Bomgaars can
move to a new location has also
been a thrill. Combine all that
with the new dental clinic under
construction, the renovations to
the schools and WSC, another

By: Mayor Ken Chamberlain
coffee shop under way, a new
wastewater plant, the airport improvements, and all of the other
construction, it is impressive to see
the landscape changing here in
Wayne. Of course the credit for
these changes is not mine, nor do I
claim it to be. I am just honored
and excited to be part of it. ‘Wayne
Works’ is the slogan that WAED
uses to promote Wayne. I don’t
think anyone could say it better.
Some of my personal favorites
have been the things that have
involved the youth in the community. I owe a big Thank You to the
1st and 3rd grade teachers, as well as
Diane Gentrup for letting me interrupt their classes. I also got to
speak to all the incoming students
and their families in a packed Rice
Auditorium at WSC. That was a
rush. The inauguration of WSC
President Curt Frye is also at the
top of my list. To be a part of

something so special for Wayne
State and Curt was truly an honor.
Of course it has not all been fun
and games. About a month into the
year I was saddened to receive a letter from a valued, long time employee that I respect and admire
stating he was moving on. And of
course I don’t think anyone ever
wants to have to go through a Civil
Service Hearing. It is not a fun nor
exciting process, and I pray that everyone involved will be able to rise
from it better and stronger people.
I owe huge debt of gratitude to all
of the employees that work for the
City of Wayne. Their dedication and
hard work are irreplaceable. All in
all, it has been an exciting and rewarding year and I will do my best to
gain momentum from all of the
positive and keep things heading the
right direction. Thank you all for
doing what you do, as well as your
support!

Ag Appreciation Outlook Seminar - December 9
The Fourth Annual Agricultural Outlook Seminar will be
held on Friday, December 9 starting at 9:00 am at the Wayne Fire
Hall. Lunch, catered by Vel’s Bakery, will start around 12 noon and
end by 1:00 pm. This is an educational opportunity for local producers to assist them with their
operations and show appreciation
for their contributions to the economy.

Topics and speakers for the day
include the following: Global
Megatrends by Stan Garbacz (NE
Dept. of Ag International Trade
Officer); Willow Holoubek with
Alliance for the Future of Agriculture in Nebraska (AFAN); Doug
Temme with We Support Agriculture (WSA); and, details on the
2012 Farm Bill by Jordan Dux with
Nebraska Farm Bureau, National
Affairs Coordinator.

The target audience for the Agricultural Outlook Appreciation/
Seminar consists of local agricultural producers, local businesses and
sponsors, and high school students
interested in agriculture.
Tickets are free to the seminar
and are available at the 30+ sponsors. Find these sponsors as an insert
in this month’s newsletter. Please
thank these sponsors who made it
possible for complimentary tickets.

Lincoln-Reagan GOP Forum

Jim Rabe (D 3)
Kelvin Wurdeman (D 1)

Wayne County Republicans
will host the Lincoln-Reagan GOP
Forum at the Wayne National
Guard Armory on Saturday, February 11, 2012. Doors will open at
6 pm and dinner will be served at

6:30 pm. Lieutenant Governor
Rick Sheehy will speak at 7 pm
with candidates speaking at 7:30
pm. A Silent Auction will be held
in conjunction with the Forum.
Tickets are available in advance for

$15 each or at the door for $20.
Contact Chairman Bud Neel at
402-369-1873 for more information.

WAYNE WORKS EXCHANGE

December 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3

10 am Chamber Coffee
@ City Auditorium

3 pm Free Matinee at
the Majestic SponNoon B&I Exec @ WAED sored by Pac N Save

office

5-7:30pm Rotary Soup
and Dessert/St. Mary’s
Bake Sale@Auditorium

4

5

6

7

8 am Organization
Committee Meeting
@ SMR

11:30am Marketing 7:30 am WAED Exec
Committee @ the
Board @ WAED Office
Max
11:45 am B&I Committee @ Tacos & More

9 am County Commissioners Meeting

12
5:30pm Chicken
Show Committee @
SMR
7:30pm Ring
Around Wayne
Hand Bell Concert @
Wayne Armory

18

14

8am Revitalize
Wayne@SMR

9am-1pm Ag Appreciation Outlook Seminar @
Wayne Fire Hall

10
3 pm Free Matinee
at the Majestic

10 am Chamber Coffee
@ Dr. Burrows Family
Dentistry

15

16

7:00am WAED Board @
SMR

10 am Chamber Coffee
@ State National Bank

22

23

17

9am-3pm Leadership
Wayne @ the Majestic

19

20

Newsletter Articles
Due

9 am County Commissioners Meeting

7pm Community Cinema@
the Majestic

25

13

9

6 pm LB 840 Meeting @
SMR

5:30 pm City Council

11

8

21

24

10 am Chamber Coffee @
Majestic Theatre

5:30 pm City Council

26

27

28

29

30
No Chamber Coffee

Office Closed

31

Wayne Area Economic Development ▪ Chamber ▪ Main Street

108 West 3rd Street
P.O. Box 275
Wayne, NE 68787

Our mission is to provide a focused and
integrated economic development effort
for the greater community on behalf of
all of its residents.
www.wayneworks.org

Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 6:30 PM - Downtown Main Street
Entries line up at 6:15 PM on W 1st Street. Pre-registration suggested, but not required.
Parade starts at 1st & Main and ends at 6th & Main.
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Clause will greet children at Jacob’s Room following the Parade.

Friday, December 9, 2011
9am - 1pm
Wayne Fire Hall, 510 Tomar Drive
Global Megatrends
Stan Garbacz
Nebraska Department of Agriculture
International Trade Officer

AFAN
Willow Holoubek
Alliance for the Future of Agriculture in Nebraska

WSA
Doug Temme
We Support Agriculture

2012 Farm Bill

Catered Lunch

Jordan Dux

Sponsor Displays
Door Prizes

Vel’s Bakery

Nebraska Farm Bureau
National Affairs Coordinator

COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
AREA SPONSORS
for more information :

Wayne Area Economic Development
108 West 3rd Street
Wayne, NE 68787
402-375-2240

We would like to thank the following sponsors:
Ag Venture-The Seed Source, Inc.
Ameriprise Financial Services, Rhea Geary
Beck Ag, Inc.
Carhart Lumber Co.
City of Wayne
CVA
F & M Bank
Wayne County Farm Bureau
Farm to Market Ag Center, Inc./K & M Seeds
Farmers State Bank
First National Bank of Wayne
Helena Chemical Company
John's Welding and Tool
Kathol & Associates, P.C.
KTCH
Midwest Land Company
Midland Equipment
Nebraska Eggs
Nebraska Harvest Center
Northeast Equipment
Northeast Nebraska Insurance Agency
Northeast Nebraska Public Power
Pioneer Hi-Bred
State National Bank
State National Insurance
Tom Hansen CPA
TWJ Feeds & Farms
UNL Extension-Wayne County
Wayne State College
Zach Oil and Propane
Wayne Vet Clinic

2011 Citizen of the Year
Nomination
This award is sponsored by Wayne Area Economic Development ■ Chamber ■ Main Street and used to recognize an individual who
has significantly contributed to the general betterment of the Wayne area. A selection committee will review nominations and the
recipient will be honored at the Annual Chamber Banquet on January 29, 2012.
Eligibility:
* An adult (19 years of age or older) who has contributed to the community both professionally and
beyond their employment
* Lived or worked in the Wayne area for at least 5 years
1977 Roger Nelson
1978 Dean Pierson
1979 Stan Morris
1980 Arnie Reeg
1981 Wayne Marsh
1982 Bob & Marilyn Carhart
1983 Lyle Seymour
1984 David Ley
1985 Bud Froehlich
1986 J. Alan Cramer
1987 Paul Otte
1988 Ken Olds

Past Recipients:
1989 Sam Schroeder
1990 Wayne Wessel
1991 Jane O’Leary
1992 J. J. Liska, posthumously
1993 Ken Berglund
1994 Pat Gross
1995 Willis Wiseman
1996 Donald Mash
1997 Bill Dickey
1998 Robert Jordan
1999 Gertrude Marie Wolfer

2000 Ron Wriedt
2001 Mark Ahmann
2002 Dave Headley
2003 Leon Meyer
2004 Laura Gamble
2005 Dan Baddorf
2006 Lois Shelton
2007 Rod & Loreta Tompkins
2008 Marie Mohr Kochenash
2009 John & Carolyn Vakoc
2010 Jeff Morlok

DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF THIS NOMINATION FORM: on or before January 3, 2012 to the Wayne Area
Economic Development office, 108 W 3rd St., fax 375-2246, or email info@wayneworks.org
***Nomination remains valid for the 2012 selection process as well***
Nominee’s Name:
Personal Data:
***Describe the nominee’s merits for this award, and return to the Wayne Area Economic Development office on or before
January 3, 2012. You may use additional paper and/or submit attachments if necessary.***
ACCOMPLISHMENTS—Achievements in the areas of professional work that have benefited society and/or the community.

PUBLIC SERVICE—Achievements in the area of volunteer work separate from nominee’s employment that have
benefited others in the community.

ORGANIZATIONAL INVOLVEMENT—Service clubs or other organization affiliations that have given the nominee the
opportunity to serve as an officer, committee chair, etc., or in a capacity that has made a difference to the community.

Nominated by

Signature: __________________________________

2011
Educator of the Year
This award is sponsored by Wayne Area Economic Development ■ Chamber ■ Main Street and used to recognize an educator for
excellence in the classroom and outstanding involvement in the community. A selection committee will review nominations and
the recipient will be honored at the Annual Banquet on January 29, 2012.
Eligibility:
* The nominee should be a full-time teacher or instructor in the Wayne community who spends a full
day in the classroom or teaches a full load.
* Nominations may be submitted by fellow educators, supervisors, parents, and other interested
persons (self nominations and nominations by relatives are not allowed).
1996 Duane Bloemenkamp
1997 Judith Schafer
1998 Patricia Jenkins
1999 Brad Weber
2000 Peg Lutt

Past Recipients:
2001 Bill Wilson
2002 Dale Hochstein
2003 Mike Jaixen
2004 Deb Whitt
2005 Jean Lutt

2006 Terri Hypse
2007 Jean Dorcey
2008 Amy Jackson
2009 Dwaine Spieker
2010 Carolyn Linster

DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF THIS NOMINATION FORM: on or before January 3, 2012 to the Wayne Area
Economic Development office, 108 W 3rd St., fax 375-2246, or email info@wayneworks.org
***Nomination remains valid for the 2012 selection process as well***
Educator’s Name:
Personal Data (please include school and grade/academic discipline):

***Describe the nominee’s merits for this award, and return to the Wayne Area Economic Development office on or before
January 3, 2012 You may use additional paper and/or submit attachments if necessary.***
DEDICATION—Concern for students, devotion to teaching, and dedication to creating the finest learning environment.

QUALITY OF INSTRUCTION AND VISION - Looking to the future and the use of innovative teaching and resource
development methods to meet new challenges for students.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT - Active participation in other activities and organizations outside the classroom and school
environment that leads to making their community a better place to work and live.

Nominated by:

Signature: ______________________________

Relation to Educator: ______________________________________________________________________

2011
Business of the Year
This award is sponsored by Wayne Area Economic Development ■ Chamber ■ Main Street and used to recognize a
small and a large business, each who have significantly contributed to the general betterment of the Wayne area. A
selection committee will review nominations and the recipient will be honored at the Annual Banquet on
January 29, 2012.
Eligibility:
* Businesses with 10 or fewer Full Time Employees (Small Business)
* Businesses with 11 or more Full Time Employees (Large Business)
* Wayne Area Economic Development Member in 2011 (Bronze Business Investor or Above)
Check Appropriate box (if known)

Small Business
Large Business
Past Recipients:
2007 Northeast Nebraska Insurance & Heritage Industries
2008 Coffee Shoppe & Sand Creek Post and Beam
2009 Wayne Greenhouse/Plant Market/Kent’s Photo & Great Dane 2010 Hasemann Funeral Homes & Northeast Equipment

DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF THIS NOMINATION FORM: on or before January 3, 2012 to the Wayne
Area Economic Development office at 108 W. 3rd, fax 375-2246, or email info@wayneworks.org
Nominee’s Name:
Business Data (for example: number of employees; year established; owner(s); etc.)

***Describe the nominee’s merits for this award, and return to the Wayne Area Economic Development office on or before
January 3, 2012 You may use additional paper and/or submit attachments if necessary.***

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT - Service to the community through business owners, employees, or the business
itself. These activities should not be limited to involvement in only Wayne Area Economic Development.

OTHER INFORMATION TO CONSIDER

Nominated by

Signature

2011
Most Valuable Patron
This award is sponsored by Wayne Area Economic Development ■ Chamber ■ Main Street and used to recognize an
individual, a business or an organization who has significantly supported Wayne Area Economic Development
throughout the year. A selection committee will review nominations and the recipient will be honored at the Annual
Banquet on January 29, 2012.
Eligibility:
* Supports the efforts of Wayne Area Economic Development ■ Chamber ■ Main Street
2007 Wayne State College
2010 Providence Medical Center

Past Recipients:
2008 Nebraska Public Power

2009 City of Wayne

DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF THIS NOMINATION FORM: on or before January 3, 2012 to the Wayne
Area Economic Development office at 108 W. 3rd, fax 375-2246, or email info@wayneworks.org
Nominee’s Name:
____________________________________________________________________
Individual, Business or Organizational Data:
__________________________________________________

***Describe the nominee’s merits for this award, and return to the Wayne Area Economic Development office on or before
January 3, 2012. You may use additional paper and/or submit attachments if necessary.***
SUPPORT FOR AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO Wayne Area Economic Development—Support for Wayne
Area Economic Development includes volunteer time, in-kind services and other financial commitments to Wayne
Area Economic Development ■ Chamber ■ Main Street

OTHER INFORMATION TO CONSIDER

Nominated by

Signature ______________________________

